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BJTTO'RT  'BUS'IJVES'S. 

On  March  10  the  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  will  be  published.  The  object  of  this  number 
is  to  foster  export  business  between  manufacturers  or  whole- 
salers and  the  agents  of  buyers  abroad,  chiefly  in  British 
Colonies.  These  agents  (merchant  shippers)  handle  a  large 
proportion  of  the  twenty-seven  millions  odd  of  chemicals, 
drugs,  and  allied  products  which  are  exported  annually 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  Doing  business  with  merchant 
shippers  is  like  doing  it  with  a  homo  retailer,  but  the  orders 
are  larger  and  business  is  done  on  a  prompt  cash  basis. 
It  means  adding  to  the  homo  connection  an  export  outlet 
without  a  special  organisation  and  the  great  expense  of 
sending  representatives  abroad.  The  Merchant  Shippers' 
Issue  of  the  C.  &  D.  takes  advertisers  into  straight  touch 
with  shippers,  and,  so  far  as  the  chemical  and  drug  trades 
are  concerned,  the  issue  is  a  connecting-link  between  those 
who  have  indents  to  fill  and  those  who  sell  the  goods  re- 
quired. The  latter  should  therefore,  as  soon  as  possible, 
secure  space  in  the  issue  bv  writing  to  the  Publisher  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G., 
who  will  supply  further  information. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  ths  wielt.  Se^also  "  Contents  ''  in  the  first 
column. 


Bovril's  Net  Profits  last  year  amounted  to  152,530/. 
(p.  188). 

The  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  wants  a  Royal  Charter 
(p.  180). 

Twenty-five  more  apothecaries'  assistants  have  been  regis- 
tered.  Their  names  are  on  p.  180. 

The  Last  General  Electicn  Results  in  which  our  readers 
are  interested  are  noted  on  p.  180. 

The  Wills  of  nine  retail  chemists  abstracted  on  p.  189  show 
personalty  totalling  8,638'.,  and  a  chemical-manufacturer  left 
5,8267. 

What  is  the  great  cure  for  bronchitis  stated  to  be  used  in 
his  Majesty's  household?  It  figured  at  an  inquest  this  week 
(p.  181). 

A  Baby-linen  shop  Keeper  in  Dublin  has  been  fined  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  Winslow's  soothing  syrup 
(p.  182). 

The  result  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Council  election  is  reported 
on  p.  191.  The  principal  change  is  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Albert  Cooper. 

Preliminary  Particulars  about  the  International  Congrcjs 
of  Applied  Chemistry  to  be  held  in  Rome  at  Easter  are 
given  on  p.  198. 

In  the  final  stage  of  the  action  respecting  the  Ulster 
Chemists,  Ltd.,  all  charges  made  in  respect  to  the  defendants 
were  withdrawn  (p.  187). 

"XbaYSEB"  indulges  this  week  in  some  reflections  on 
alchemists  and  observations  on  kindred  matters  induced  by 
our  Winter  Issue  (p.  193). 

The  Botany  of  Norway  was  pleasantly  discoursed  on  by 
Mr.  Prosper  Marsden  in  his  presidential  address  to  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  (p.  200). 

The  transcription  of  the  facsimile  prescription  given  last 
week  appears  on  p.  191,  with  awarcls  of  prizes.  Another 
is  given — this  time  by  a  French  physician. 

Cod  which  were  swimming  by  the  Lofoten  islands  a  fort- 
night since  are  now  represented  in  London  by  ol.  morrhuai 
nov.,  and  the  fact  moves  our  poet  to  song  (p.  197). 

The  Monazite  Industry,  which  is  the  source  of  thorium 
salts,  is  in  an  interesting  condition  at  present,  and  wo  give 
some  special  information  about  it  in  an  article  on  p.  196. 

A  Discovery  in  regard  to  the  causation  of  general  paralysis 
of  the  insane,  by  Dr.  W.  Ford  Robertson,  of  Edinburgh,  is 
the  basis  of  an  interesting  suggestion  in  treatment  (p.  195). 

Transvaal  Chemists  have  received  a  Government  cold 
douche  in  the  shape  of  a  gazetted  list  of  medicines  which  may 
bo  sold  by  licensed  dealers  other  than  registered  chemists 
(p.  184). 

Further  Particulars  in  regard  to  the  trypsin  treatment 
of  cancer  are  communicated  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble  (p.  214). 
and  we  quote  Dr.  Shaw-Mackenzie's  own  observations  on 
the  treatment  (p.  198). 

The  adulterated  sandalwood  oil  recently  detected  in  the 
market  comes  from  Germany,  and  Mr.  E.  Parry  has  prac- 
tically determined  that  the  adulterant  is  fractionated  West- 
Indian  sandalwood  oil  (p.  211). 

Pri:'E-alterations  in  drugs  and  chemicals  include  an  ad- 
vance in  alum,  citric  acid,  ferri  et  ammon.  cit.,  linseed  oil, 
potash  citrate,  santonin,  and  shellac.  Castor  oil  and  mace  are 
firmer.  Menthol,  peppermint  oil,  cod-liver  oil,  and  petroleum 
are  lower.    Quicksilver  is  very  firm,  and  may  advance  (p.  207). 

On  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
an  official  statement  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons  has  been 
circulated,  from  which  we  gather  that  the  decision  in  the 
Rankin's  ointment  case  is  not  officially  recognised — a  circum- 
stance which  we  feel  sure  will  be  generally  regretted  as  an 
indication  of  wobbling  (p.  194). 

In  a  second  contribution  on  the  Act  to  Regulate  the  Sale 
of  Poisons  the  writer  of  last  week's  article  shows  how  in- 
consistent the  House  of  Lords  decision  on  company-trading 
in  poisons  was  with  the  obvious  intention  of  the  Act  that 
qualified  sellers  only  should  handle  poisons  (p.  212).  We 
ask  any  readers  who  can  bring  these  arguments  before 
Members  of  Parliament  to  communicate  with  us  (p.  196). 
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JEnoUsb  Trtews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Newcastle  Pharmacy  Football  Club  met  Heaton  Wednes- 
day on  January  31,  in  a  return  match,  and  Pharmacy  won 
by  four  goals  to  three. 

At  Lancaster  on  January  26,  the  wine-licence  attached 
to  the  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Barker,  chemist  and 
druggist,  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

A  traveller,  named  Nickolds,  living  at  Stoke  Newington, 
was  remanded  at  Epsom  on  January  30  on  a  charge  of 
administering  oxalic  acid  to  his  sister-in-law. 

The  Wandsworth  Borough  Council  has  accepted  the 
tender  of  the  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  annual  supply  of 
disinfectants  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

A  new  clay  nursery  for  working-women's  children  is  to 
be  opened  in  Battersea  on  February  17.  Inquiries  in  regard 
to  it  may  be  addressed  to  Miss  Blake,  376  Strand,  W.C. 

Mary  Dorothy  Woodward,  a  schoolgirl  of  twelve,  was 
charged  at  Enfield,  on  January  27,  with  attempting  to 
poison  her  mother  with  spirit  of  salt.  Accused  was  re- 
manded. 

During  the  elections  Messrs.  Brickell  &  Jones,  chemists, 
295  High  Road,  Brondesbury.  exhibited  polling  results  in 
their  windows  every  evening,  secured  by  special  telephone 
from  the  "Daily  Mail." 

Proceedings  are  to  be  taken  by  the  Wandsworth  Borough 
Council  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  respect  of 
a  sample  of  tincture  of  iodine  certified  by  the  public  analyst 
to  be  25  per  cent,  deficient  in  iodine. 

The  Gloucester  Town  Council  has  accepted  the  tender  of 
Mr.  H.  R.  Broad,  chemist  and  druggist,  66  Bristol  Road, 
Gloucester,  for  the  ensuing  year's  supply  of  drugs,  disinfec- 
tants, and  dressings  for  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

A  chemist's  assistant,  named  Leonard  H.  Nicholson,  em- 
ployed by  the  Bath  Drug  Co.,  was  on  January  25  fined  10/., 
or  one  month's  imprisonment  in  default,  for  embezzling 
16,?.  2d.,  money  received  on  account  of  his  employers. 

As  a  result  of  an  agitation  started  by  the  Stationers'  Pro- 
prietary Articles  Trade  Association  a  conference  of  manu- 
facturers in  the  trade  is  shortly  to  be  held  in  London.  The 
object  is  to  secure  uniform  rates  throughout  the  country 
with  a  view  to  preventing  underselling. 

The  Leyton  Urban  District  Council  on  January  30 
approved  of  a  draft  Order  for  the  closing  of  chemists'  and 
druggists'  shops  at  2  r.M.  on  Thursdays.  The  Clerk  was 
instructed  to  give  formal  notice  of  the  Council's  intention  to 
make  the  Order  under  the  Shop-hours  Act. 

The  Leyton  Urban  District  Council  on  January  20  re- 
newed the  annual  contracts  of  Messrs.  Adcock.  Easton 
&  Co.  and  Edwards's  Climax  Sanitary  Compounds  Co.  to 
supply  disinfectants  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Both  firms  agreed  to  allow  a  discount  of  5  per  cent,  off  the 
present  prices. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  January  27  at  the  Welling- 
ton Oil-works.  Battersea,  belonging  to  Messrs.  S.  Bowley  & 
Son,  makers  of  methylated  spirit  and  benzine,  oil  refiners, 
etc.  Streams  of  blazing  oil  floated  on  the  Thames  with 
the  tide,  the  flames  leaping  to  a  considerable  height.  So 
great  a  hold  did  the  fire  obtain  in  a  short  time  that  the 
place  was  nearly  burnt  out . 

During  the  six  months  ended  December  31  the  number 
of  cases  treated  at  the  Hulme  Dispensary  was  2.819.  At 
Pendleton  Provident  Dispensary  the  paying  members  on  the 
books  numbered  3.670.  The  number  of  consultations  and 
visits  made  by  the  medical  officers  at  the  homes  of  the 
members  was  15,439.  The  prescriptions  dispensed  during 
-    the  year  numbered  29.227. 

On  January  30.  at  a  meeting  specially  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Hull  Chemists'  Association,  a  vote  of  condolence 
was  carried  unanimously,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Earle, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Walton,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Stoakes. 
with  the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  B.  Bell)  on  the  sad  death  of  his 
son,  Mr.  C.  B.  Bell,  jun.,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  which  we  reported  last  week. 


An  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry 'is  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  March  27,  at 
3.30  P.M.,  at  the  House  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street, 
Adelphi.  W.C.  with  the  object  of  considering  and  adopting 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Society 
should  be  incorporated  under  and  subject  to  the  grant  of  a 
Royal  Charter  and  that  the  Council  be  authorised  to  take 
all  necessary  steps  to  procure  the  grant  of  a  Royal  Charter. 

Parliamentary  Matters. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson  has  been  successful  in  North  Worcester- 
shire, his  majority  being  479. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Lever  has  been  elected  by  a  substantial 
majority  to  represent  the  Wirral  division  of  Cheshire. 

Mr.  James  Tomkinson,  who  backed  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
when  it  was  first  introduced,  has  been  re  elected  lor  the 
Crewe  division  of  Cheshire. 

Mr.  L.  C.  Tipper  has  been  defeated  in  the  Ilkeston 
division  of  Derbyshire  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  who  had  a 
plurality  of  4,297  votes. 

Standardisation  of  Disinfectants. 
The  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  following  the  example 
of  the  War  Office,  the  Admiralty,  and  the  City  of  London, 
has  adopted  the  "standardisation"  clause  in  the  tender 
forms  it  issues  for  supplies  of  fluid  disinfectants.  The 
exact  wording  of  the  clause  is  as  follows  : 

The  contractor  guarantees  that  tested  against  B.  typhosus, 
taking  carbolic  acid  as  the  unit,  the  [disinfectant  tendered] 

will  give  a  coefficient  of  not  less  than  [The  contractor  to 

insert  the  coefficient.] 
The  coefficient  is  calculated  by  the  Rideal-Walker  method. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 

At  the  January  examinations  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries of  London'the  following  candidates  were  granted  the 
certificate  of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothe- 
cary in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  :  L.  A. 
Bellvse,  E.  M.  Cathcart,  E.  M.  Coaker,  E.  M.  Colson,  L.  F. 
Cooke.  A.  A.  Cregeen,  M.  M.  Dudgeon,  S.  H.  S.  Freeman, 
L.  B.  Gardner,  M.  W.  Gibbs,  E.  M.  Gillatt,  A.  B.  Hancock, 
C  R.  Hatwood,  R.  D.  Hutchinson.  A.  G.  Kitching,  E.  M. 
Lakins,  H.  Lodge,  I.  Mercer,  F.  A.  B.  Pannell,  G.  Petchey, 
E.  C.  Ross.  E.  M.  R.  Smith,  M.  H.  Stevenson,  F.  H.  N. 
Walter,  and  W.  L.  White. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  business  at  the  Cotteridge  which  formerly  belonged 
to  Mr.  Johnson  has  changed  hands,  the  sign  now  being 
"  Bloore  &  Thwaites." 

Mr.  W.  Shakespear.  pharmacist,  a  member  of  the  Aston 
Board  of  Guardians,  after  inspection  of  the  bakeries  of  the 
infirmary,  which  he  did  not  praise,  proposed  to  overhaul  this 
important  department,  but  failed  to  get  a  seconder  at  this 
week's  meeting. 

With  the  advent  of  a  revived  local  branch  of  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry,  the  Chemical  Club  (which  claimed 
local  pharmacists  in  its  membership)  died,  and  was  decently 
buried  at  a  meeting  at  the  Grand  Hotel  last  week,  when  a 
balance  of  4/.  was  authorised  to  be  handed  to  the  University 
to  purchase  a  few  modern  scientific  books. 

Leeds  Notes. 

Several  chemists  and  druggists'  businesses  are  being 
offered  for  sale  in  this  part  of  the  West  Riding. 

Mr.  Francis  Bell,  chemist  and  druggist,  20  Wellington 
Crescent,  Shipley,  has  left  an  estate  valued  at  2,425/. 

The  partnership  between  Messrs.  William  Wilson 
Weatherburn  &  Hubert  Baxter,  oil-merchants,  paint,  colour, 
arid  varnish  manufacturers  and  merchants.  Leeds,  has  been 
dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Mr.  Baxter  will  continue  to 
carry  on  the  business. 

An  application  for  free  spectacles  for  poor  children  with 
defective  eyesight  has  just  been  made  to  the  Board  of  the 
Leeds  Public  Dispensary.  The  Board,  however,  have  replied 
regretting  that,  owing  to  the  limited  funds  at  their  disposal, 
they  were  unable  to  entertain  the  application,  but  stated 
that  the  oculist  of  the  institution  would  be  happy  to  pre- 
scribe and  recommend  suitable  glasses,  which  could  then  be 
obtained  at  a  reduced  price.  A  local  optician  has,  in  the 
meantime,  come  forward  with  an  offer  to  supply  the  spec- 
tacles free  on  certain  conditions. 
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Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Dobb,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  one  of  the 
retiring  directors  of  the  Sheffield  and  Hallamshire  Property 
Co.,  and  offers  himself  for  re-election  at  the  annual  meeting 
to  be  held  on  February  2. 

One  of  Sheffield's  exports  to  Russia  is  analytical  chemists. 
One  of  these  has  apparently  been  having  a  share  in  the 
recent  exciting  times,  for  the  following  letter,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  "Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph"  on  January  30, 
is  obviously  from  one  such  : 

Dear  Mr.   , — You  know  certainly  all  that  is  going  on 

in  Russia  and  all  round  us.  It  is  dreadful.  We  are  on  our 
guard  day  and  night.  I  have  made  a  proper  fortress  of  my 
house.  I  have  four  cannons,  2-in.  bore,  for  shot  use,  and 
we  have  ten  guns  (double-barrelled),  and  fifteen  revolvers. 
Besides  that  we  have  two  big  bottles  of  sulphuric  acid  and 
two  of  ammonia,  with  the  "necessary  pumps.  All  that  is 
to  protect  our  families  in  case  anything  happens  in  our 
town.  It  started  several  times,  but  nothing  serious,  because 
all  the  ruffians  know  very  well  that  we  will  not  stand  any 
nonsense,  and  that  if  necessary  we  are  determined  to  shoot 
several  hundreds  of  them.  Thanks  to  us  being  prepared, 
our  town  keeps  very  quiet,  although  in  the  neighbourhood 
the  mob  has  done  big  damage.  .  .  .  Wo  had  no  post,  no 
telegrams,  no  trains  for  nearly  two  months.  To-day  we  got 
a  load  of  letters  sent  the  beginning  of  October.  .  .  . 

The  annual  report  of  the  Council  of  the  Sheffield  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  to  be  presented  to  the  annual  meeting  on 
February  2,  reports  signs  of  a  distinct  improvement  in  trade. 
With  reference  to  commercial  travellers'  samples,  the  Com- 
mercial Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  sent  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Chamber  inquiring  whether  any  complaints 
had  been  made  with  reference  to  the  action  of  Continental 
Governments  in  causing  delays  to  commercial  travellers  in 
examining  their  samples.  The  letter  stated  that  the  Depart- 
ment were  informed  by  certain  traders  that  the  custom  on 
the  Continent  is  for  a  traveller  to  have  his  samples  examined 
and  certified  as  to  weight  and  value  and  plombed  [i.e.,  the 
attachment  of  little  lead  seals  to  each  sample)  at  his  own 
Custom-house  before  starting,  and  that  these  certificates 
enabled  the  samples  to  be  passed  at  once  into  the  foreign 
country,  and  the  traveller  also  carries  a  pass  signed  by  his 
firm,  by  himself,  and  by  the  Custom  officials  of  his  own 
country.  A  communication  was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
urging  them  to  establish  in  England  a  similar  system,  but 
no  further  action  has  up  to  the  present  time  been  taken. 
East  Anglian  Notes. 
Mr.  J.  de  Carle  Smith,  chemist,  Norwich,  has  been  elected 
one  of  the  auditors  of  the  accounts  cf  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Eye  Infirmary. 

Bro.  Horace  J.  Heyhoe,  chemist.  Fakenham.  was  last 
week  installed  Worshipful  Master  of  Joppa  Lodge  Xo.  1.114. 
and  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony  presided  over  the  annual 
installation  banquet  at  the  Crown  Hotel.  The  toast  of  "  The 
W.M."  was  enthusiastically  received. 

The  errand-boy  of  one  of  the  Cromer  chemists  will 
remember  election-day  there.  For  four  hours  he  was  en- 
gaged in  finding  a  solvent  of  tar.  During  the  previous  night 
the  frontage  of  his  master's  establishment  had  been  tarred 
with  the  virtues  of  a  candidate  not  supported  by  the  phar- 
macist. Doors  and  handles  had  alike  received  attention. 
Liberal  use  of  hot  water  with  much  sodii  carb.  com.  purged 
the  offence. 

Analysts'  Ecports. 

The  public  analyst,  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  reports 
that  during  the  past  quarter  he  analysed  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  one  sample  of  cream  of  tartar,  one  of 
Epsom  salt,  eleven  of  gentian  (powdered),  two  of  cod-liver 
oil,  three  of  liquorice  powder,  two  of  compound  liquorice 
powder,  one  of  sodium  salicylate,  one  of  syrup  of  squill,  and 
two  of  zinc  oxide.   All  were  genuine. 

Mr.  Otto  Hehner.  analyst  for  the  county  of  Notts  in  his 
quarterly  report  to  the  Notts  County  Council  on  January  50 
stated  that  96  samples  had  been  analysed  under  the  Sale  cf 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  including  6  sweet  spirit  of  nitre. 
3  tincture  of  rhubarb,  1  Gregory  powder,  and  1  Blaud's 
pills.  The  only  adulterations  were  in  milk,  butter,  and 
whisky.  In  his  annual  report  presented  to  the  same  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Hehner  stated  that  during  the  year  15  samples  of 
drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis,  and  all  found  genuine 

-SoC-01\1K^ed  wlth  a  Percentage  of  adulterated  samples  of 
0.8  in  1904. 


[  Mr.  Tioutbcck  on  Prescribing. 

Mr.  Troutbeck  conducted  an  inquiry  at  Westminster 
on  January  30,  concerning  the  death  of  George  Ri<  hard 
Glover  (73),  who  was  found  dead  in  his  chair.  '1  he  cause  of 
his  death  was  stated  by  Dr.  Kreybergcr  to  be  heart- failure 
from  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  A  son  of  the  deceased 
produi  ed  a  bottle  of  mixture  which,  he  said,  his  lather 
purchased  at  a  chemist's,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  taking. 
The  Coroner  read  the  label,  as  follows  :  "  The  great  cure 
for  bronchitis,  coughs,  colds,  influenza,  whooping-cough, 
relaxed  and  sore  threat,  difficulty  in  breathing,  weakness 
of  the  chest,  and  the  only  known  remedy  affording  perfect 
relief  in  asthma  and  consumption.''  The  label  was  sur- 
mounted by  the  Royal  arms,  the  initials  "  E.  R.."  and  the 
words,  "  As  used  in  his  Majesty's  household."  The  Coroner 
remarked  that  it  was  a  wonder  the  mixture  did  not  profess 
to  cure  broken  legs.  A  verdict  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  evidence  was  recorded. 

At  an  inquest  held  by  Mr.  Troutbei  k  at  Wandsworth  on 
January  27,  on  the  body  of  a  child  two  years  old.  it  was 
stated  that  when  the  deceased  was  taken  ill  with  a  cough 
the  mother  obtained  a  bottle  of  mixture  from  a  chemist, 
who  subsequently  supplied  a  second  bottle.  Medical  evi- 
dence showed  that  death  was  due  to  heart-failure,  while 
the  deceased  was  suffering  from  very  severe  bronchitis  of 
some  days'  standing.  The  medicine  supplied  by  the  <  he- 
mist,  it  was  said,  would  do  but  very  little  good  in  such 
a  case,  as  other  remedies,  such  as  poulticing,  were  required. 
Mr.  Troutbeck  said  it  was  often  extremely  difficult  to 
diagnose  children's  complaints,  and  it  was  a  natural  charac- 
teristic to  have  great  faith  in  a  bottle  of  medicine.  It  might 
be  exceedingly  foolish,  but  it  was  so  common  that  one  could 
not  treat  it  as  anything  but  carelessness  or  stupidity.  The 
case  ought  to  warn  the  public  of  the  extreme  importance  of 
taking  a  physician's  advice  at  once,  and  it  could  not  be  too 
widely  recognised  that  chemists  did  not  possess  medical 
skill,  their  only  duty  being  to  dispense  medicine.  One 
might  just  as  well  suggest  that  a  clever  lawyer  might  have 
medical  skill  through  having  heard  a  good  deal  of  medical 
evidence.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  wilii 
the  medical  evidence. 

The  Farmer's  Hemedies. 
The  Lancaster  Coroner  (Mr.  Neville  Holden)  held  an 
inquest  on  January  27  into  the  death  of  a  married  woman, 
named  Mary  Ralph,  who  had  died  the  previous  day.  From 
the  evidence  it  appeared  that  in  August  last  deceased  con- 
tracted a  skin-disease.    Dr.  Baldwin,  of  Lancaster,  who 
was  called  in,  found  her  in  a  dangerously  septic  condition, 
and  under  his  care  she  improved  up  to  a  certain  point,  and 
then  remained  stationary.    On  January  12,  when  he  was 
told  his  services  were  not  needed  any  longer,  she  was  ex- 
tremely weak.    She  then  told  the  doctor  she  had  heard  of 
a  skin-specialist,  who  would  soon  put   her  right,  and 
asked   that   he   would    call    in    about   six   weeks'  time 
to    see    how    she    was   getting    on.     The    "  specialist," 
a    farmer,    named   James   Wolfenden.    living    at  Scot- 
forth,  near  Lancaster,  was  sent  for  on  January  11.  He 
described  the  disease  as  "  weeping  eczema,"  and,  according 
to  his  evidence,  gave  deceased  a  simple  ointment  composed 
of  olive  oil,  commercial  spirit  of  tar.  and  arrowroot,  and  a 
lotion  containing  a  larger  quantity  of  the  tar.  Another 
"healing-ointment"  was  said  to  contain  olive  oil  and  bees- 
wax; and  still  another,  for  "  taking  out  inflammation,"  was 
composed  of  "home-rendered     lard  and  a  herbal  extract. 
These  concoctions  were  produced  in  Court,  and  were  con- 
tained in  cocoa,  biscuit,  mustard,  and  syrup  tins.  Asked 
what  precautions  he  took  to  make  the  lard  antiseptic, 
Wolfenden  said  he  "rendered"  it  in  the  oven,  and  added 
"parsley  pier"  as  the  curative  principle.    He  also  gave 
deceased  a  tonic,  the  ingredients  of  which  were  valerian, 
snake-root,  Peruvian  bark,  cloves,  and  black  treacle.  He 
told  Mr.  Ralph  that  if  deceased's  strength  could  be  main- 
tained he  could  cure  her,  and  he  believed  the  tonic  would 
help  to  strengthen  her  by  provoking  appetite.     He  had 
already  had  400  cases.    Witness  added  that  he  had  given 
deceased  about  6  lb.  of  ointment,  and  ascribed  death  to 
weakness  caused  by  "weeping  eczema."    In  reply  to  the 
Coroner  he  said  he  did  not  know  Martindale  and  Westeott's 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia,  nor  did  he  know  how  many  grains  of 
snake-root  he  gave  her,  though  he  should  not  think  there 
would  be  more  than  one  grain  altogether.     When  Dr. 
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Baldwin  saw  deceased  after  death  he  found  that  the  septic 
condition  had  reappeared  over  the  whole  body,  and  he 
stated  to  the  Court  that  lard,  beeswax,  and  olive  oil  were 
the  very  soil  in  which  septic  germs  would  flourish.  Lard 
had  been  very  largely  given  up  by  chemists  in  favour  of 
hard  paraffin  for  that' very  reason.  If  lard  was  used  at  all. 
it  was  heated  with  benzoic  acid  and  called  benzoated  lard. 
The  tonic  was  innocuous.  Death  was  caused  by  septic 
absorption.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from 
natural  causes,  and  expressed  the  wish  that  Wolfenden 
should  be  strongly  censured.  The  Coroner  complied,  and 
told  Wolfenden  that  he  had  brought  himself  very  near  a 
criminal  prosecution. 


3usb  IRews. 

Local  newspap2rs  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  D.  X.  Stewart,  chemist  and  optician,  98  Duke  Street, 
Londonderry,  has  been  again  returned  unopposed  as  a 
Councillor  or  the  Waterside  Ward  of  the  Derry  Corporation. 
Mr.  Stewart  is  also  a  member  of  the  Technical  Committee, 
representing  the  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  section. 

Pharmacy  Act  Casss. 
A  number  of  Pharmacy  Act  prosecutions  were  listed  for 
hearing  in  the  City  of  Dublin  Police  Court  on  January  31, 
but.  by  consent,  they  stand  adjourned  until  next  week. 
On  Thursday  one  case  was  heard,  Forbes  Sharpley,  baby- 
linen  shopkeeper,  being  prosecuted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
So<  iety  for  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  Winslow's 
soothing-syrup,  and  also  for  failing  to  make  return  to  the 
Registrar  of  the  Society  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amend- 
ment Act.  A  fine  of  40?.,  and  40?.  costs,  was  imposed  in 
each  case.  A  point  reserved  was  that  the  Society  cannot  be 
complainants  in  cases  to  recover  penalties. 

Thief  Caught. 

At  Belfast  Police  Court  on  January  30.  Alexander  Wilson 
was  charged  with  stealing  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Jas.  Cairns, 
druggist.  Snugville  Street.  Mr.  Cairns  said  he  saw  the 
accused  take  a  box  of  tinned  food  from  the  front  of  the 
shop.    Accused  was  sent  to  prison  for  two  months. 

Recognising  Apothecaries. 
The  Governor  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland, 
Colonel  Adye  Curran,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  has  applied  to  the 
Ulster  Kina  of  Arms  for  the  right  of  private  entree  to  State 
functions  at  Dublin  Castle,  such  as  is  at  present  enjoyca  ty 
the  Presidents  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
.surgeons,  jrcnding  the  decision  as  to  the  right  of  private 
entry,  he  was  informed  that  in  future  the  Governor  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall  will  be  one  of  the  officially  invited  guests. 

Recoupment  Hot  Allow;  d. 
The  Ardeo  Guardians  are  in  trouble  because  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  refused  recoupment  on  certain  medi- 
cines, on  the  ground  that  the  drugs  referred  to  were  not 
obtained  in  the  year  for  which  recoupment  is  claimed.  It 
appears  that  although  the  drugs  were  obtained  in  March 
the  analyst's  certificate  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  claim 
recoupment  in  the  year  ending  March  31.  It  is  now  laid 
down  that  the  Guardians  cannot  obtain  the  allowance  in  the 
following  year,  because  the  drugs  were  not  obtained  in  that 
year. 

The  Lowest  Tender. 
The  question  of  the  lowest  tender  for  drugs  is  again  befcre 
some  of  the  Irish  Boards  of  Guardians,  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  order  of  the  L.G.B.  making  acceptance  of  the 
lowest  tender  practically  compulsory.  The  Wexford 
Guardians  are  circularising  other  Boards  on  the  subject. 
The  Sligo  Guardians  considered  the  matter,  and  decided 
only  to  accept  the  lowest  Irish  tender  in  future.  The  Water- 
ford  Guardians  came  to  a  similar  conclusion,  but  the  Ennis- 
corthy  Guardians  have  postponed  consideration  of  the 
matter. — The  Dundalk  Guardians  unanimously  agreed  with 
the  Wexford  protest,  as  did  also  the  Newry  and  Down- 
patriek  Guardians. 


Scotcb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestin 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  H.  Bristowe  Care,  25  Esplanade  Terrace,  Joppa, 
Edinburgh,  has  been  appointed  representative  in  Scotland 
for  Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham. 
Business  Changes. 
Mr.  John  Curror  has  acquired  the  business  of  the  late  Mr. 
George  Pringle.  chemist  and  druggist,  in  Overton  Road, 
Sinclairtown,  Kirkcaldy. 

Mr.  W.  N.  Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  Western  Drug-stores,  Argyle  Street,  Glasgow,  formerly 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Wylie,  who,  in  turn,  took  over  the  busi- 
ness some  years  ago  from  Mr.  Alexander  Reid. 

Mr.  George  Jarvie,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  with 
Messrs.  Francis  Spite  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Enoch's  Square, 
Glasgow,  has  started  business  on  his  own  account  in  the 
Cowgate,  Kirkintilloch,  of  which  town  he  is  a  native. 

The  old-established  business  carried  on  for  so  many  years 
by  Mr.  William  Wallace,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  St.  Vin- 
cent Street,  Glasgow,  has  been  sold  to  Mr.  Alexander  M. 
McAdam,  chemist  and  druggist,  son  of  Mr.  Robert 
MeAdam.  of  Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Co.  Mr.  Wallace  is 
retiring  on  account  of  his  health. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Lawson,  of  the  Greenock  Apothecaries  and 
Lawsons,  Ltd.,  has  acquired  from  Mr.  Matthew  Wilson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  the  aerated- water  business  carried  on 
at  38  Vennel,  Greenock,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  whose  registered 
trade -mark  is  a  mortar  and  pestle.  Mr.  Wilson  was  at  one 
tune  manager  of  the  Greenock  Apothecaries'  Co. 

The  Arbroath  Case. 
The  local  interest  in  the  action  Milne  v.  Burn  has  been 
enhanced  by  the  hearing  on  January  23.  concisely  reported 
in  the  C.  efc  D.  Supplement  last  week.    The  "Arbroath 
Guide  "  devoted  four  and  a  half  columns  to  the  matter,  but 
the  lengthy  evidence  so  dealt  with  contained  no  material 
facts  which  have  not  been  reported  in  the  C.  <£■  D.    It  may 
be  useful  to  mention,  however,  that  Miss  Calder,  who  dis- 
pensed the  medicine  in  Mr.  Burns'  presence  (taking  the 
codeine  syrup  from  a  shop-round),  is  a  girl  of  eighteen,  in  her 
apprenticeship.    It  was  her  employer  who  copied  the  pre- 
scription and  wrote  the  label.    It  was  at  one  time  thought 
that  the  case  would  not  come  to  this  hearing  in  detail. 
Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 
The  ninth  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  36  York 
Place.  Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  23,  Mr.  J. 
Stott  (Captain)  presiding.    The  reports  of  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  which  showed  the  club  to  have  had  a 
most  successful  playing  and  financial  season,  were  approved. 
One  guinea  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical   Society.     The    following   office-bearers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  season  :  Captain,  Mr.  James  Stott; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Alexander  McCutchecn,  2  Marchmont 
Street;  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Chas.  Stewart;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  C.  F.  Henry;  Members  of  Committee,  Messrs.  G.  F. 
Anderson,  J.  Anderson,  George  Baxter,  W.  B.  Cowie,  J. 
Finlay,  C.  Officer,  and  George  Robertson. 

Not  Arsenical  Poisoning. 
Sheriff  Balfour  has  just  given  his  decision  in  an  action 
raised  in  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court,  for  1,000/.  damages,  by 
John  Smith,  a  draff  merchant  in  Glasgow,  against  the  Dis- 
tillers' Co.,  Ltd.,  for  alleged  poisoning  of  cows  by  arsenic  in 
their  draff.  In  the  course  of  his  business  Smith,  during 
1903,  supplied  a  Glasgow  cowfeeder,  named  Salmond,  with 
draff  which  came  from  the  defenders.  In  June  1904  Sal- 
mond brought  an  action  against  Smith  for  1,000/.  for  the 
loss  of  eleven  cows  and  damage  to  others  and  to  his  business. 
In  terms  of  a  joint  minute  on  August  17,  1904,  decree  for 
850/.  was  pronounced  (but  this  decree,  Sheriff  Balfour  finds, 
has  not  been  implemented  by  the  pursuer,  and  no  money 
payment  has  been  made  by  him  to  Salmond).  Smith  then 
raised  the  present  action  against  the  defenders,  but  the 
Sheriff-Substitute  dismissed  it  as  irrelevant,  and  on  an 
appeal  being  taken  to  the  Court  of  Session,  the  case  was 
sent  back  to  the  Sheriff-Substitute  for  proof.  His  Lordship 
finds,  inter  alia,  that  the  pursuer  has  failed  to  prove  that 
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Salmond's  cows  died  or  were  injured  through  eating  the 
■defenders'  draff,  or  that  the  defenders'  draff  contained 
arsenic  or  other  poisonous  substances  sufficient  to  kill  or 
injure  cows.  He  finds  that  Salmond's  cows  died  from 
•ordinary  diseases,  including  contagious  mammitis.  His 
Lordship  accordingly  assoilzies  the  defenders,  and  finds  the 
pursuer  liable  to  expenses. 


Jfrencb  IRcws. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Poetaster. — M.  Coullon  contributes  "The  Song  of 
the  Pharmacy  Student  ''  to  a  recent  issue  of  the  Paris 
students'  journal.    The  refrain  runs  : 

Travaillons,  pleins  d'ardeur,  en  retroussant  nos  manches, 

Et  du  Chlore,  bravons  la  pcrfide  douceur. 

En  Ete,  nous  irons  aux  bois  tous  lea  dimancnes, 

Suivre,  en  herborisant,  notre  cher  Professeur. 
The  Senatorial  Elections. — M.  Selles,  the  pharmacist 
deputy,  headed  the  Socialist  list  for  the  Xord  Department, 
with  169  votes,  at  the  first  "  scrutin,"  but  was  unsuc- 
cessful candidate  for  senatorial  honours.  A  Socialist  has 
small  chance  for  the  Senate,  though  one  or  two  have  got  in 
this  time.  Dr.  Lannelongue.  the  well-known  medical 
deputy,  was  more  successful,  and  quits  the  Lower  House  for 
the  higher  sphere. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  usual  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  for  January 
M.  Crinon  was  installed  as  President,  and  made  an  appre- 
ciative speech  regarding  the  work  of  the  Society,  which 
was  much  cheered.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
took  place  on  the  same  afternoon,  when  M.  Behal.  the 
retiring  President,  thanked  the  members  for  having  facili- 
tated his  work  during  the  past  year.  M.  Guerbet,  the  annual 
Secretary,  read  a  report  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
Society  during  19C5.  M.  Viron  becomes  Vice-President, 
and  M.  Francois  annual  Secretary  for  1906. 

A  Poison  Puzzle. — The  Paris  Halles  represent  Smith- 
.field.  Billingsgate,  and  Covent  Garden  combined ;  and  cats 
are  numerous — so  numerous,  indeed,  that  it  was  proposed 
to  reduce  their  number  by  a  wholesale  distribution  of 
poison  in  the  sewers  and  underground  places  they  most 
frequent.  But  a  large  section  protested.  Better,  they  said, 
•cats  than  rats,  and  if  the  pussies  disappear  the  rats  will 
multiply.  The  authorised  ratcatcher  also  lifted  up  his 
-voice  :  his  dogs,  too.  might  fall  victims  to  the  vermin- 
killer  it  was  thus  proposed  to  distribute.  So  it  is  probable 
that  the  pharmacist  will  wait  some  time  for  his  wholesale 
order  for  mort-aux-chats. 

Mutualist  Pharmacies  at  Paris.— The  question  of  the 
possibility  of  the  approaching  establishment  of  mutualist 
or  co-operative  pharmacies  at  Paris,  and  the  best  means  of 
preventing  this,  is  discussed  by  several  leading  pharmacists 
in  one  of  the  trade  papers.  There  is  a  general  consensus  of 
opinion  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  over-rate  the  danger,  and 
extremely  doubtful  whether,  if  once  established,  thev  would 
pay  expenses.  Many  think  the  40  per  cent,  reduction  on 
the  tariff  excessive.  M.  Andre  Pontier  judiciouslv  observes 
that  a  compromise  might  be  arrived  at  bv  granting  it  to 
■societies  doing  over  BOl.  business  per  annum,  and  allowing 
25  per  cent,  only  to  smaller  customers. 

Fighting  the  Good  Fight.— The  Senatorial  elections  here 
led  a  French  deputy,  M.  Vigne  d'Octon,  to  quarrel  with 
M.  Pelisse,  a  chemist,  at  Montpellier  in  the  South  of  France 
last  ^turday,  and  a  fight  with  fists  resulted.  This  was 
-brought  about  by  the  member  of  Parliament  writing  a 
defamatory  article  about  the  chemist  in  a  local  newspaper, 
and  Mme.  Pelisse  herself  was  not  spared.  When  leaving 
a  cafe  the  Member  was  suddenly  struck  in  the  face  bv  the 
chemist,  and  the  two  men  closed  up  for  a  free  fight.  *  The 
boys  of  Montpellier  alone  seem  to  have  obtained  any  satis- 
faction from  this  violent  display  of  feeling.  The  quarrel 
will,  however,  be  finally  settled  'in  a  more  decorous  manner 
in  a  court  of  law. 

The  Metric  System. — A  writer  in  a  leading  Parisian 
daily  thinks  that  the  compulsory  use  of  the  metric  svstem, 
like  charity,  should  begin  at  home,  and  quotes  the  long  list 
of  old-fashioned  practices  which  still  survive  in  Paris' and 


the  provinces  in  this  connection.  The  quintal  of  codfish, 
he  says,  is  55  kilos.,  and  not  100  kilos.;  potatoes  are  still 
sold  by  the  "boisscau";  while  in  Normandy,  not  only  is 
the  price  of  cattle  disputed  in  "  pistoles  "  (lOf. ),  but  a  scries 
of  measures  are  used  in  the  cider-trade  which  are  entirely 
special.  He  adds.  "German  workmen  manufacture  glass- 
ware for  German  chemists  and  druggists  on  the  millimetric 
basis.  For  French  pharmacists  they  establish  special  series 
calculated  by  ounces  and  grains." 

Pharmacy  a  la  Don  Quixote. — Jean  Richepin,  in  a  new 
dramatic  version  of  "Don  Quixote''  recently  produced  at 
the  Comedie  Francaise.  had  introduced  the  incident  of  the 
preparation  of  the  balsam  of  Fierabras.  Don  Quixote 
enters  the  inn-yard  in  a  somewhat  dilapidated  state,  after 
his  unfortunate  encounter  with  the  windmill,  and  announces 
his  intention  of  preparing  the  famous  balsam.  Like  Ber- 
nard Palissy,  he  breaks  up  a  few  pieces  of  furniture  to 
make  a  fire,  and  calls  on  Dulcinea  for  a  caldron  and  a  long 
list  of  drugs  (nux  vomica,  and  so  on),  and  stirs  up  the  boil- 
ing liquid  with  the  end  of  his  lance  with  great  skill  and 
dignity.  Sancho  has  to  drink  the  mixture  out  of  the 
caldron,  and  finds  it  as  nauseous  as  most  old-fashioned 
remedies. 

Re  Aluminium. — The  French  chemist's  claim  to  the  first 
practical  production  of  aluminium  is  put  forward  in  a  recent 
article  in  a  technical  journal  on  this  subject.  The  work  of 
Berzelius  and  Artedt.  Davy  and  Wohler,  is  acknowledged, 
but  the  metal  was  in  their  time  a  mere  curiosity  of  the 
chemical  laboratory.  It  was  Henri  Sainte-Claire  Deville, 
the  French  savant,  to  whom  the  idea  occurred  of  employing 
sodium  as  the  eliminating  agent,  and  who  thus  succeeded  in 
preparing  the  metal  cheaply.  He  knew  nothing  of  Wohler's 
work,  and  all  the  credit  of  an  original  invention,  it  is 
claimed,  is  attached  to  his  production  of  the  metallic 
globules  of  aluminium  in  1854.  In  the  following'  year  his 
preparator,  Tissier,  showed  a  small  sample  of  the  metal ; 
but  it  was  in  1856— just  fifty  years  ago — that  J.  B.  Dumas 
presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  the  first  kilo,  of  the 
metal,  which  has  since  that  period  steadily  increased  in 
public  favour. 

Mysterious  Healing  Gift. — One  of  those  cases  that  come 
periodically  before  the  Paris  Law  Courts,  a  prosecution  of 
a  so-called  "  healer.''  which  seems  almost  a  vestige  of  the 
Middle  Ages  in  a  city  of  science  like  this,  was  tried  here 
last  week."  The  defendant  was  a  former  tailor.  Pradier  by 
name,  the  prosecutors  being  the  Doctors'  Syndicate  of  the 
Seine,  who  brought  an  action  for  illegal  practice  of  medi- 
cine.   In  the  course  of  his  examination  the  defendant  said  : 
Never  having  indicated  any  kind  of  remedy  or  written  a 
prescription,  I  cannot  logically  bo  accused  of  having  prac- 
tised the  medical  art.    It  has  been  my  invariable  rule  to 
refuse  money  when  offered,  and  I  have  certainly  never  asked 
for  any.    I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  having  treated  peoplo 
who  came  to  me,  but  such  treatment  was  merely  by  placing 
the  hands  on  the  seat  of  suffering  or  by  the  invocation  of 
spirits.    When  forty  years  old  a  cancer  in  my  stomach 
nearly  caused  my  death.    Medical  science  gave  me  up.  but 
I  seemed  to  understand  I  was  endowed  with  some  mysterious 
gift  and  the  "spirits"  cured  me.    From  God  the  gift  of 
curing  came,  and  I  have  used  it  for  the  sole  benefit  of  my 
fellows,  and  so  numerous  are  the  cures  that  I  have  lost  count 
of  them. 

Errors  in  Prescribing. — A  doctor's  error  in  prescribing, 
says  Dorvault.  should  be  promptly  but  privately  pointed  out 
to  him  by  the  pharmacist  before  the  medicament  is  de- 
livered. But  (asks  M.  Gaston  Pfgurier  in  a  French  phar- 
maceutical journal)  what  about  a  night -bell  customer  who 
brings  such  a  prescription  ?  He  advises  the  pharmacist  to 
make  some  excuse :  for  instance,  to  say  that  some  word  is 
illegible,  and  give  the  customer  a  sealed  letter  to  deliver  to 
the  doctor  asking  explanation.  Again,  supposing  the  pre- 
scription bears  the  stamp  of  another  pharmacy.  It  has 
been  made  up;  probably  the  colleague  simply  reduced  the 
quantity  of  the  dangerous  stuff.  Have  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  is  M.  Pegurier's  advice,  but  send  the  patient  to  the 
doctor  again.  If  pharmacists  thus  behave  honourably  and 
courteously,  he  adds,  let  doctors  reciprocate.  If  a  sleeping 
or  other  draught  has  failed  in  effect,  or  a  liquid  looks  doubt- 
ful or  cloudy,  audible  remarks  should  not  be  made  before 
the  patient  hinting  at  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  chemist, 
or  open  notes  sent  asking  for  explanation. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 

Cape  Colony. 

Surplus  Stores. — Tenders  have  been  invited  in  South 
Africa  for  the  purchase  of  the  following  surplus  military 
requirements  at  various  stations  :  Brand's  essence,  4,200  lb.  ; 
Bovril.  19,406  lb.  ;  Extractum  carnis,  78,620  lb. ;  Essences 
or  extracts.  13.370  lb.  ;  Essence  of  chicken  940  lb.  ;  Fluid 
beef,  245  lb.  ;  Maconochie's  essence,  4,880  lb.  ;  Oxo, 
5,080  lb.  ;  Lemco,  4,240  lb.  ;  Liebig's  extract,  414  lb. ; 
Essence  of  mutton,  920  lb. ;  Hipi,  2.686  lb. 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. — At  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  recently  at  East 
London,  Mr.  Atterbury  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
there  were  also  present  Messrs.  Cook,  Dutton,  McJannet. 
Willet,  Lumsden,  Grout,  Ford,  Doble,  Oliver,  and  G.  C. 
Jamieson  (Hon.  Secretary).  In  the  course  of  his  presiden- 
tial address  Mr.  Atterbury  adverted  to  the  important 
matters  affecting  chemists  that  had  transpired  during  the 
year.  He  first  referred  to  the  general  dealer's  licence  case 
fought  by  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  and  resulting 
adversely  to  chemists.  The  gross  injustice  of  the  decision 
by  which  a  chemist  must  take  out  a  general  dealer's  licence 
as  well  as  a  chemist's  licence  was  remarked  upon,  and 
chemists  were  urged  to  bring  the  matter  before  their  Par- 
liamentary representatives,  and  thereby  assist  the  different 
associations  in  their  work.  The  case  of  Rex  v.  Jensen  was 
also  alluded  to,  and  the  judgment  characterised  as  a  harsh 
interpretation  of  the  law.  Two  prosecutions  for  prescribing 
were  unsuccessful,  and  the  debt-recovery  case  Dutton  v. 
Slater  was  touched  upon.  A  deputation  of  the  Association 
interviewed  the  East  London  Railway  Medical  Board  with 
reference  to  the  establishment  of  railway  dispensaries  on 
the  line;  but  their  eloquence  could  not  shake  the  decision  of 
the  Board,  and  dispensaries  have  been  duly  established,  the 
dispensing  being  done  by  the  railway  medical  officers.  Cor- 
respondence regarding  the  sale  of  poisons  and  patent  medi- 
cines containing  poisons  by  storekeepers  took  place  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Association  and  the  East  London  Civil 
Commissioner,  but  the  result  was  practically  nil.  The 
Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  reports  showed  the  mem- 
bership to  be  satisfactory.  The  income  for  the  year- 
was  43?  19s.,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year.  The 
expenditure  (mainly  contributions  towards  expenses  in  the 
law  cases  mentioned)  was  44/.  18  s.  Id.  The  total  sum  to 
the  Association's  credit  is  193/.  19,?.  Id.  Both  reports  were 
adopted. — A  resolution  protesting  against  the  imposition 
of  a  general  dealer's  licence  in  addition  to  an  apothecary's 
licence  was  adopted. — The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year  :  President,  Mr.  A.tterbury ;  Vice-Pre- 
sident, Mr.  Willet;  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  C.  Jamieson;  execu- 
tive, Messrs.  Cook,  Lumsden,  Dutton,  McJannet,  and 
Mager. — Mr.  Ford  moved  that  the  Association  invite  the 
Pharmacy  Board  to  use  its  best  efforts  towards  amending 
the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act,  and  that  legislation  on  the  lines 
adopted  by  the  Governments  of  Natal  and  of  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  whereby  the  sale  of  poisons  (whether  in 
patent,  proprietary,  or  otherwise)  is  left  in  the  hands  of 
chemists,  should  have  earnest  consideration.  This  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Cook  and  carried,  Mr.  McJannet  pro- 
mising to  bring  the  motion  before  the  Pharmacy  Board  in 
the  form  of  a  resolution. — Five  new  members  were  proposed, 
and  after  the  meeting  had  recorded  its  disapproval  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  prosecution  in  an  alleged  poisoning- 
case  had  been  conducted,  an  instructive  business  meeting 
was  brought  to  a  close. 
Natal. 

The  Controller  of  Excise  reports  that  3,636  gals,  of 
methylated  spirit  were  manufactured  during  December. 


The  S.V.R.  used  by  chemists  amounted  to  330  gals.  The 
Excise-duties  on  spirits  amounted  to  3,812/.  lO.s.  8d.  for 
Durban  and  376/.  18s.  lOd.  for  Maritzburg. 

The  Regular  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Natal  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  is  held  on  the  third  Thursday  of  each  month 
at  Messrs.  Reed  &  Champion's  at  8.15  p.m. 

Natal  at  Present,  writes  a  correspondent  on  January  4, 
is  in  the  throes  of  a  sweltering  summer  :  on  the  coast  belt 
malaria  is  very  prevalent,  and  quinine  is  all  the  rage  just 
now.  The  mosquito  seems  to  be  thriving,  400  cases  of 
malaria  having  been  notified  for  December. 

New  Beginners. — Mr.  John  Rutherford,  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  of  Edinburgh,  and  for  the  past  three  years 
with  Mr.  H.  J.  Brereton,  of  Durban,  has  opened  business 
on  his  own  account  at  Wakkerstroom,  Transvaal.  Mr. 
Rutherford  is  an  active  member  of  the  Natal  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society. — Mr.  Ronald  Ross,  chemist  and  druggist,  late 
of  Glasgow,  another  active  member  of  the  Natal  Society, 
has  opened  a  pharmacy  at  Utrecht,  in  the  north  of  Natal. 

The  Customs  Returns  for  December  1905  show  that  trade 
during  that  month  was  about  the  average  of  recent  months, 
and,  so  far  as  values  are  concerned,  about  the  same  as 
December  1904.  The  net  Customs  revenue  for  the  month 
was  approximately  49.360/.,  as  against  55,586/.  for  the  pre- 
vious month  (November)  and  54,834/.  for  December  1904. 
The  year's  revenue,  therefore,  is  only  a  slight  increase  on 
1904,  and  shows  266.696/.  less  than  the  sum  estimated.  The 
totals  for  1904  and  1905  are  596,800/.  and  584,240/.,  the 
Treasurer's  estimated  average  for  the  year  Deing  863,496/. 

Shops  Closing  Act. — The  chemists  of  Durban  seem  to  be 
only  too  glad  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  though 
at  times  difficulty  must  arise,  especially  in  the  suburbs, 
where  the  general  public  after  dinner  frequently  remember 
at  the  last  moment  that  they  require  somebody's  soothing- 
syrup.  It  may  be  recalled  that  a  petition,  signed  by  nearly 
every  chemist  in  Durban,  was  laid  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, before  the  Act  was  passed,  urging  Government  to 
include  chemists  in  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  A  petition 
was  also  laid  before  the  same  Committee,  signed  by  every 
available  chemist's  assistant  in  Durban,  showing  the  long- 
hours  they  had  to  work,  and  asking  that  they  might  be 
included  in  the  Bill. 

Transvaal. 

Medicines  for  the  Johannesburg  Prison  are  to  be  sup- 
plied at  the  following  rates  until  June  30,  1907  : 

Liniments  at  per  Winchester  quart  3s.  bd.  ;  mixtures  at 
per  2  and  4  oz.  bottle  6d.  :  lotions  at  per  6  and  8  oz.  bottle 
Id.  ;  ointments  at  per  2-oz  box  3i/.  ;  pills  at  per  dozen  3c/. 
The  contract  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Lay,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Pretoria  Bridge  and  Hospital  Hill  phar- 
macies. 

Business  Changes. — Messrs.  G.  Beiles  &  Co.  have  opened: 
a  pharmacy  at  61  Main  Road,  Fordsburg.  There  are  now 
no  fewer  than  five  chemists'  shops  in  this  suburb. — Mr.  F. 
Ingram,  of  Smit  Street,  Braamfontein,  will  shortly  open 
his  new  branch  in  Twist  Street,  Hillbrow. — Mr.  G.  Coul- 
dray  has  taken  over  the  management  of  the  chemist's  busi- 
ness lately  conducted  by  Mr.  R.  Watkins  at  Pilgrim's 
Rest,  in  the  Lydenburg  district. 

Sale  of  Opium. — The  Colonial  Secretary  is  granting 
permits  freely  to  chemists  to  import  opium  in  reasonable 
quantities,  to  be  sold  for  smoking-purposes.  It  is  evidently 
the  intention  of  the  Government  not  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
the  drug  among  the  Asiatic  traders,  but  rather  to  restrict 
it  to  moderation  among  the  imported  labourers.  Chemists 
should  remember  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  apply  for  a 
permit  until  the  consignment  is  at  or  near  the  coast,  as  the 
permit  only  remains  available  for  thirty  days.  If,  how- 
ever, it  is  not  used  it  may  be  exchanged. 

Sale  of  Proprietaries. — Following  the  representations 
to  the  Government  by  the  various  Chambers  of  Commerce 
of  the  Transvaal  and  the  country  storekeepers  and  traders 
in  regard  to  the  restriction  of  the  sale  of  patent  and  pro- 
prietary medicines,  the  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary  has 
published  the  following  as  a  proclamation  in  regard  to  the 
matter  : 

Sale  of  Patent  and  Dutch  Medicines. 

It  is  hereby  notified  for  general  information  that  his 
Excellency  the  Acting  Lieutenant-Governor    under  the 
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powers  vested  in  him  by  Section  7  of  the  Medical,  Dental, 
and  Pharmacy  Amendment  Ordinance,  1905,  has  been 
pleased  to  prescribe  that  the  patent  and  Dutch  medicines 
named  in  the  annexed  Schedule  shall  be  the  preparations 
for  the  stocking  and  sale  of  which,  by  any  person  holding  a 
general  dealer's  licence,  the  Magistrate  of  any  district  may 
issue  his  certificate  under  the  said  section. 

It  is  further  notified  that  the  preparations  named  in  the 
Schedule  and  marked  with  an  asterisk  contain  ingredients 
deemed  to  be  poisonous  under  the  Medical,.  Dental,  and 
Pharmacy  Ordinance,  1904,  in  such  quantities  as  to  be 
dangerous  to  human  life  or  health,  and  that  therefore  the. 
provisions  of  Sections  48  and  53  of  the  said  Ordinance  apply 
to  the  sale  thereof. 

The  attention  of  general  dealers  is  invited  to  the  second 
provisio  of  Section  7  of  Ordinance  No.  18  of  1905,  which  pre- 
scribes that  all  boxes,  wrappers,  bottles,  or  packages  in 
which  the  preparations  named  in  the  Schedule  are  sold 
shall  bear  a  printed  label  showing  the  doses  in  which  such 
medicines  are  to  be  administered. 

Schedule. 
Patent  Medicines. 


Aycr's  Pills 
A  mmonia 
Benzine 

Bronchial  Troches 
Beecham's  Pills 
Bile  Beans 
Bromo  Seltzer 
Chamberlain's  Remedies 
Carbolic  Ointment 
Camphor  Ice 

Cuticura  Ointment  and  Pills 
Croup  Mixtures 
Cockle's  Pills 
Carter'  Pills 
Glycerine  and  Cucumber 
Guy's  Tonic- 
Gregory's  Powder  • 
Gripe  Water 
Homocca 
Hazclino 
Hazeline  Snow 
Holloway's  Pills 
Holloway's  Ointment 
Headache  Wafers 
Hair  Vigors  and  Lotions 
Johnson's  Syrup 
Keating's  Cough  Lozenges 
Kutnow's  Powders 
Liquorice  Powder 
Lamplough's  Pyretic  Saline 
Menthol 
Malt  Extract 
Owbridge's  Lung  Tonic 
Orsmond's  African  Remedy 
Painkiller 
Poor  Man's  Friend 
Powell's  Balsam 
Pink  Pills 
Phosfcrino 


Cherry  Pectoral 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Chemical  Food 

Citrate  and  Fluid  Magnesia 

Condy's  Fluid 

Chlorodync* 

Dean's  Ointment  and  Pills 
Dalby's  Carminative 
Davis  &  Lawrence's  Fcrro- 
vim 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

Elliman's  Embrocation 

Fellow's  Syrup* 

Glycerine 

Pazo  Ointment 

Quinine 

Quinine  Wine 

Reed's  Croup  Mixture 

Rheumaticuro 

Siegel's  Pills 

Siegel's  Syrup 

Siegel's     Belladonna  and 

Porous  Plasters 
Singleton's  Eye  Ointment 
Syrup  of  Figs 
Stedman's  Powders 
Steedman's  Powders 
St.  Jacobs  Oil 
Sarsaparilla 
Safe  Cure 
Seidlitz  Powders 
Scrubb's  Cloudy  Ammonia 
Vinolia  Preparations 
Vaseline 
Warner's  Pills 
Wine  of  Cardui 
Zambok 
Zox 


Anys  Olio 
Arnica 

Bal  Sulphuris 
Bal  Vita; 
Bergamot 
Bezoard  Poeder 
Blocdstillendc  Drops 
Bloedzuiverende 
Borst  Drops 
Bucho  Bladern 
Bal  Copaiba 
Banaaudheid  Drops* 
Carbolic  Oil 
Carall  Tincture 
Duivels  Drek 
Endrcs  Drops* 
Ess  Dulcis 

Galen  Slym  Pills  and  Mix 
turo 

Grauwe  Vomitief* 
Haarlemensis 
Hclmonts  Kruiden* 
Hoffman's  Droppels 
Huis  Apothceks 
Ipecacuanha  Jalap  Poeder 
Jam  Gember 
Kajenut  Olio 
Kamille  Ess. 


Dutch  Medicines. 

Kinder  Poeder 
Kramp  Drops* 
Kraam  Drops* 
Levens  Ess. 
Maag  Drops 
Miltz  Ess. 

Nuremberg  Pleister 
Nazel  Olie 
Obstruct  Pills 
Oog  Drops* 
Opodeldoc 
Polychrest  Pills 
Paregoric* 
Peppermint  Ess. 
Pvnstillende  Drops* 
Rhubarb  Pooder 
Roode  Poeder 
Roodo  Laveutal 
Ruiter  Salf 
Stuip  Drops* 
Senna 

Solaris  and  Vitalis  Poeder 
Spyker  Bal. 
Staal  Drons 
Spirit  of  Hartshorn 
Tandpiin  Drops* 
Teer  Olie 

Tegen  Schorpate  Poeder 


Turlington 
Verdwijn  Pleister 
Versterk  Drops 
Witte  Vomitief* 
Wonder  Ess.* 


Witte  Dulcis 
Witte  Kina  Poeder 
Zout  Tinct. 
Zuur  Drops 


This  list  is  the  subject  of  much  uncomplimentary  comment 
among  Transvaal  chemists,  who  prophesy  that  probably 
Government  will  soon  find  out  that  it  would  have  been  better 
to  take  the  advice  offered  by  the  chemists  and  druggists. 

Portuguese  East  Africa. 

Importation  of  Opium. — The  Lourenco  Marques  Chamber 
of  Commerce  proposes  to  apply  to  the  Government  authori- 
ties asking  that  the  regulations  governing  the  importation 
of  opium  may  be  made  more  stringent  in  view  of  the  number 
of  cases  of  smuggling.  It  is  also  proposed  that  the  im- 
portation of  opium  should  only  be  permitted  to  chemists 
and  medical  men.  The  demand  which  has  doubtless  arisen 
for  the  drug  in  the  Transvaal  with  the  presence  of  the 
Chinese  mine-labourers  there  has,  according  to  a  h  eal  cor- 
respondent, increased  the  incentives  to  smuggle  opium 
through  both  the  Delagoa  Bay  and  Transvaal  Customs.  A 
proposal  further  to  increase  the  duty  on  opium  will  hardly 
stop  smuggling,  and  will  rather  increase  the  inducements. 


Hustralasian  IRcws. 

Communicated  by  the  Australian  Staff  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist." 


New  South  Wales. 

Maizena  Trade-mark. — Much  litigation  has  been  going 
on  in  Victoria  as  to  the  registration  of  the  trade-mark 
"Maizo"  for  Robert  Harper  &  Co.  Pty.,  Ltd.,  of  Mel- 
bourne, which  brought  up  the  question  of  the  registration 
of  "Maizena"  by  the  National  Starch  Co.,  of  New  York. 
The  decision  of  the  full  Court  on  appeal  was  given  on 
December  19.  The  Court  held  that  the  word  "  Maizo  "  is  a 
distinctive  word,  and  as  such  is  a  proper  subject  for  registra- 
tion as  a  trade-mark,  and  that  its  dissimilarity  from 
"  Maizena,"  both  in  sound  and  appearance,  is  such  as  not  to 
be  likely  to  lead  to  misapprehension.  Tt  was  further  decided 
that  the  word  "  Maizena  "  is  a  word  in  common  use  descrip- 
tive of  the  product  obtained  from  maize,  and  is  accordingly 
not  a  proper  subject  for  registration,  and  that  therefore  the 
register  should  be  amended  by  removing  that  mark  from  it. 
This  decision  is  under  the  existing  Trade-marks  Act  of 
Victoria,  and  does  not  govern  the  whole  of  Australia.  It 
may,  however,  give  some  indication  of  future  litigation. 

New  Zealand. 

Senecio  Jacobjea.  the  common  English  ragwort,  has  been 
identified  in  New  Zealand  as  the  cause  of  a  disease  in  cattle 
(hepatic  cirrhosis),  which  has  also  made  its  appearance  in 
Nova  Scotia.  In  New  Zealand  it  is  called  the  Winton 
disease ;  in  Nova  Scotia  the  Pictou.  In  Nova  Scotia  the 
disease  had  b~en  looked  upon  as  contagious,  but  a  number  of 
experiments  made  in  1903  in  New  Zealand,  and  repeated 
with  variations  in  1904  in  Nova  Scotia,  have  proved  that 
feeding  with  food  mixed  with  ragwort  is  sufficient  to 
produce  it.  In  South  Africa  a  similar  disease,  known  as  the 
Molteno  cattle-disease,  is  now  ascribed  to  another  species  of 
Senecio,  S.  Burchelli. 

Victoria. 

Friendly  Society  Case. — The  General  Committee  of  the 
Prahran  United  Friendly  Societies'  Dispensary  were  sum- 
moned on  December  14.  1905.  at  the  Prahran  Police  Court, 
by  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmacy  Beard  of  Victoria,  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  without 
being  registered.  The  dispensary  have  a  rule  that  allows 
"  purchasing  members,"  on  payment  of  an  annual  subscrip- 
tion of  6r/..  to  obtain  medicines  at  a  prescribed  rate.  The 
rule  has  been  registered  by  the  Registrar  of  Friendly  Socie- 
ties, but  the  plaintiff  contends  that  it  is  ultra  vires  as  not 
being  within  the  scope  of  the  Friendlv  Societies  Act.  The 
defence  was  that  the  rule  is  duly  registered,  and  this  was 
the  view  taken  by  the  Magistrates  in  dismissing  the  case 
without  costs.  An  application  has  been  made,  and  granted, 
for  a  review  of  the  case,  the  hearing  being  fixed  for 
February  14. 
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The  Hungarian  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  appealed 
to  home  pharmacists  for  contributions  of  old  pharmacy- 
plant,  vessels,  plates,  handbooks,  Pharmacopoeias,  mortars, 
scales,  weights,  distilling  and  alchemic  apparatus,  etc.,  for 
establishing  a  pharmaceutical  section  at  the  Budapest 
Museum. 

Morocco  Import-duties. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
Algeciras  Conferance  in  respect  to  Moroccan  affairs,  the 
Moorish  delegates  proposed  an  increase  in  the  import-duties, 
which  now  amount  to  10  per  cent,  for  all  articles.  They 
asked  for  a  40-per-cent.  duty  on  tea,  sugar,  and  coffee,  and 
100  per  cent,  on  alcoholic  beverages  and  narcotics. 

German  Aniline-workers  Strike. — A  message  from 
Mannheim,  dated  January  26,  states  that  a  thousand  work- 
men of  the  Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-Fabrik  have  struck 
work  over  a  question  of  wages,  and  it  is  feared  a  general 
strike  may  take  place  involving  the  whole  concern  with 
over  eight  thousand  hands. 

Italian  Olive  Oil. — Referring  to  the  notice  published  in 
the  C.  &  D.  of  January  13,  p.  41,  respecting  the  formation 
of  an  association  for  the  protection  of  the  olive-oil  trade  in 
Italy,  the  "  Bollettino  delle  Finanze "  (Rome)  announces 
that  the  Italian  Government  has  appointed  a  Commission 
to  draw  up  legislation  with  a  view  to  preventing  frauds  in 
the  sale  of  olive  oil. 

Montreal  Passes. — At  the  January  examination  at  the 
College  of  Pharmacy.  Montreal,  twenty  candidates  presented 
themselves,  and  of  these  the  following  passed  :  S.  Lambert, 
Ernest  Dequire,  H.  Courville,  R.  Gendreau.  R.  Dugas,  A. 
Jette,  Omer  Troie,  L.  Sylvestre,  E.  Vallieres,  P.  F. 
McLean,  R.  Roy  Wasdell.  H.  P.  Blutean  failed  in  one 
subject,  as  did  also  J  Desormiers.  The  examiners  were 
Professors  J.  0.  Cassegrain,  of  Jacques  Cartier  Normal 
School,  and  Isaac  Gammell,  of  the  High  School,  Montreal. 

Imitation  of  British  Labels  in  Spain. — Recently  a 
practice  has  grown  up  in  Spain  of  affixing  labels  and  trade- 
marks indicating  English  origin  to  goods  (especially  food- 
stuffs) which  there  is  strong  presumption  for  believing  to 
be  of  local  manufacture.  This  has  led  to  a  Royal  Order 
having  been  issued  prescribing  that  no  trade-marks  in  foreign 
languages  shall  be  granted  to  Spanish  manufacturers  unless 
the  local  place  of  manufacture  and  the  maker's  name  be 
visibly  inserted. 

Russian  Pharmacies. — An  extract  from  the  Russian 
pharmacy  returns  in  the  "  Pharmatrevtitcheski  Journal" 
shows  that  in  3,824  free  pharmacies  of  the  Russian  Empire 
the  nationalities  of  the  proprietors  are  returned  as  follows  : 
Poles.  1,213  (31.72  per  cent.) ;  Jews.  1.178  (30.8  per  cent.)  ; 
Germans,  559  (14.62  per  cent.);  Russians,  458  (11.98  per 
cent.)  ;  and  so  on — the  other  nationalities  following  a  long 
way  off.  Not  less  striking  are  the  figures  re  the  religions 
of  the  holders  of  the  pharmacies  referred  to  :  thus,  1,395 
(36.481  per  cent.)  are  Roman  Catholics,  677  (17.704  per  cent.) 
arc  Lutherans,  1.166  (30.491  per  cent.)  are  Jewish,  537 
(14.043  per  cent.)  are  Orthodox. 

Prescription  Signature. — A  pharmacist's  assistant  of 
Strasburg  was  fined  some  time  ago  for  dispensing  mor- 
phine without  a  medical  prescription.  The  decision  was 
appealed  against  and  decided  in  favour  of  the  assistant.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  as  follows  :  A  lieutenant  residing  at 
Strasburg.  addicted  to  the  morphine-habit,  sent  his  servant 
to  a  chemist  with  a  presc  ription  for  morphine  injection.  The 
signature  on  the  prescription  was  illegible,  but  the  chemist's 
assistant  took  it  to  be  that  of  a  well-known  medical  man. 
He  accordingly  dispensed  it,  and  copied  it  into  the  pre- 
scription book.  The  lieutenant  tried  to  commit  suicide 
with  the  morphine-solution.  The  prescription  could  not  be 
found.  The  chief  point  considered  by  the  Appeal  Court 
was  whether  the  assistant  was  justified  in  supposing  that 
the  prescription  he  dispensed  bore  the  signature  of  the 
medical  man  referred  to  above.  It  was  considered  that  the 
assistant  was  justified,  as  many  of  the  signatures  of  doctors 
were  mere  hieroglyphics.  The  Court  acquitted  the  assistant, 
considering  that  he  had  acted  in  good  fail  b 


£raoe*marfts  Hppneo  for. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  J,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,'''  January  17.  1906.) 

"Turpensol"  ("Turpono"  disclaimed);  for  a  turpentine- 
substitute  in  Class  4.  By  H.  Sharp  &  Son,  Park  Mills, 
Arrnley,  Leeds.    277,201  ( 

"Z0-D0";  for  candles,  soap,  detergents,  etc.  By  G.  \\  llks, 
Ltd.,  Well  Street,  Tunstall,  Staffs.  275,975 

"  Velvetta  "  (''  Velvet  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  perfumery.  By  T. 
Korfoot  &  Co.,  Bardsley  Vale  Mills,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 
276,969 

"Keenolu";  for  perfumery.  By  E.  W.  Keen,  39  Electric 
Avenue,  Brixton,  London,  S.W.  277,310 

"Charmol"  ("Charm"  disclaimed);  for  perfumery,  exclud- 
ing antiseptic  cream.  By  W.  F.  Charles,  Loughborough. 
277,334 

"Cremex"  ("Cream"  disclaimed);  for  perfumery.  By  Ed- 
wards &  Co.,  95  High  Holborn,  London,  W.C.  277,731 

"Polite";  for  perfumery.  By  F.  D.  Ward,  Ltd.,  9  Harp 
Lane,  London,  EC.  278,191 

[From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  January  24,  1906.) 

"Scalax"  ("Scale"  disclaimed);  for  water-softening 
materials.  By  E.  S.  Spencer,  Ltd.,  181  Drummond  Road, 
London,  S.E.  278,210 

"Vermisol"  ("Vermis"  disclaimed);  for  dog-medicines. 
By  C.  Taylor,  13  Clumber  Street,  and  T.  L.  Kirk,  Burton 
Buildings,  Parliament  Street,  Nottingham.    278.107  _ 

"S\ntoform";  for  veterinary  preparations.  By  S.  Pcttifer 
'&  Sons,  Crudwell,  Malmesbury.  276,987 

"Phenosol"  ("Phcnosc"  disclaimed)  and  oval  label  device 
with  signature ;  for  liquid  disinfectant  and  detergent 
coap  By  Chas.  W.  Simpson  &  Co.,  12  Prussia  Street, 
Liverpool.    277,453.  277.155 

Device  of  a  parrot  on  a  perch,  with  a  ribbon  tied  round  the 
neck;  for  chemicals  in  Class  2  and  for  explosives.  By 
W  S  Greaves,  Ltd.,  53  King  William  Street,  Ironville, 
Alfreton.   277,778,  277.780 

"Tauruman";  for  chemicals  in  Class  2.  By  Farbwerke 
vorm.  Meister,  Lucius  &  Bruning,  Hocchst-am-Mam, 
Germany.  278,119 

Device  of  a  raven  in  flight  carrying  a  tin  in  its  claws;  for 
chemicals  in  Class  2,  for  medicated  soap,  and  fur  per- 
fumery. By  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Port  Sunlight.  277,884, 
277,885,  277,886 

"  Pusmon  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3,  excluding  liniments. 
By  J.  R.  Bowick,  5  Bickenhall  Mansions,  London,  W. 
271,845 

"  Anticelta"  ("Anti"  disclaimed)  and  device  of  a  man  and 
a  woman,  both  very  stout;  for  an  obesity-cure.  By  N.  O. 
Nielsen,  61  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.  276,686 

"  Leukion  "  ;  for  an  application  for  chilbains  and  similar  ail- 
ments.   By  D.  A.  Evans,  6  Milsom  Street,  Bath.  277.221 

"Raydum"  and  ray  device;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By 
W  S  Stevens,  A,  St.  George's  Mansions,  Vauxhall 
Bridge  Road,  Westminster,  S.W.  277,721 

"INVIGBO";  for  medicated  bath-salts.  By  Sophia  M. 
Brooksbank,  71  Upper  Parliament  Street,  Nottingham. 
277,758 

"  Ernutin  "  :  for  a  medicine.  Bv  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill  Buildings.  London,  E.C.  277,883 

"  Zaga  "  and  "Lpmbona"  ("Limb"  disclaimed);  for  medi- 
cines By  T.  Carr,  Newburgh  House,  Woodlands  Road, 
Darlington.    277,948,  277.949 

"Alcola"  and  device  of  circles;  for  a  tablet  drunkenness- 
cure.  By  Edith  L.  Williams,  2a  Maryland  Street,  Rodney 
Street,  Liverpool.  278,126 

"Mentopin";  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  Squire  &  Sons, 
413  Oxford'  Street,  London,  W.  278,252. 

"Alexime";  for  a  pharmaceutical  preparation.  By  J. 
Nicolaidi,  60  Rue  de  Miromesnil,  Paris.  278,380 

"  Imris  "  ;  for  photographic  glass  and  papers.  By  S.  H.  I. 
Smith,  2  Via  Niccols  Macehiavelli.  Milan.  278,269,  278,270 

"Elfvik";  for  food  substances.  Bv  Landgreen  &  Co., 
1  Wood  Street,  Huddersficld.  276,953 

"  Vellum  "  ;  for  common  and  for  perfumed  soap.  By  David 
Thorn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Whit  Lane  Works,  Pendleton.  277,447, 
278.127 
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High  Court  Cases. 

Robbins  v.  Bartlett  Hooper  &  Co. 
Messrs.  Morten  Cutler  &  Co.,  solicitors  for  the  plaintiff 
in  this  action,  ask  us  to  mention  that  the  statement  made  by 
counsel  for  defendants  (in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  pro- 
ceedings by  the  plaintiff  to  assist  his  trading)  is  denied. 

Ulster  Chemists  v.  Gibson  and  Needham. 
This  case,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  C.  db  D. 
last  week,  came  on  in  the  High  Court,  Dublin,  on  January  25, 
before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.    When  the  case  was  called, 

Mr.  Matheson,  K.  C.  (for  the  liquidator),  said  that  a  satis- 
factory  settlement  had  been  brought  about  between  the 
parties,  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Justice  Barton, 
so  that  his  Lordship  would  not  be  troubled  further  with  the 
case.  Under  the  arrangement  that  had  been  arrived  at  he 
(counsel)  was  instructed  to  withdraw  entirely  and  unre- 
servedly the  charge,  so  far  as  it  was  a  charge,  of  any  unfair 
dealing  against  Mr.  Gibson  or  his  firm.  There  was  no 
charge  against  Mr.  Needham.  Under  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment Mr.  Gibson  was  to  pay  to  the  liquidator  within  one 
month  the  sum  of  232/.  in  respect  of  the  shares  in  question, 
and  the  defendant  Mr.  Needham  was  to  pay  within  a  week 
232/.  in  respect  of  his  shares.  Mr.  Gibson  had  a  claim 
against  the  company  for  900/.  for  goods,  but  Mr.  Gibson  had 
waived  his  right  to  prove  as  a  creditor  for  such  a  sum. 
The  terms  of  the  consent  also  provided  that  the  defendant 
(Samuel  Gibson)  would  pay  two-thirds  of  the  plaintiff's  costs 
of  the  action  when  taxed  and  ascertained,  and  the  defendant 
(Thos.  Needham)  would  pay  one-third  of  the  costs  when 
so  ascertained.  Counsel  added  that  from  his  investigation 
of  the  case  he  was  in  a  position  to  withdraw  any  charge 
against  Mr.  Gibson  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
carried  on  his  trade.  Of  course,  with  his  legal  position  as 
a  director,  he  secured  responsibility  and  liability  that  he 
did  not  contemplate ;  but  outside  that  aspect  of  the  case  all 
charges  were  withdrawn. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  :  Do  you  want  the  consent  made 
a  rule  of  Court?  The  first  of  the  charges  being  withdrawn 
can  be  put  down  on  the  decree. 

Mr.  Matheson  :  Yes;  the  action  is  stayed  and  the  consent 
made  a  rule  of  Court.  No  difficulty  is  apprehended  in  the 
passing  over  of  the  moneys,  but  in  the  event  of  any  unfore- 
seen circumstance  it  is  better  to  have  the  consent  made  a 
rule  of  Court. 

Mr.  Ronan,  K.C.  (counsel  for  the  defendant  Thos.  Need- 
ham), said  he  had  to  thank  Mr.  Matheson  for  the  handsome 
way  in  which  he  had  carried  out  the  undertaking  of  the 
consent.  It  might  be  thought,  from  the  way  the  matter 
was  put,  that  the  liquidator  withdrew  some  charges  against 
Mr.  Needham ;  but  there  was  never  any  charge  against 
Mr.  Needham.  He  was  only  technically  responsible  to  the 
company  for  the  way  in  which  he  got  some  shares. 

Mr.  Wilson,  K.C.  (counsel  for  Mr.  Gibson),  said  that  his 
client  had  acted  in  absolute  ignorance  of  the  technical  rules 
of  law  with  regard  to  the  shares.  He  had  acted  bond  fide 
throughout ;  the  trading  was  perfectly  good,  and  the  prices 
for  goods  charged  to  the  Ulster  Chemists,  Ltd.,  by  Saml. 
Gibson  &  Co.  were  most  reasonable  and  favourable  to  the 
plaintiff  company. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  then  made  the  consent  a  rule  of 
( 'ourt. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Does  Starch  Lose  Weight  ? 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Friday,  January  26,  before 
His  Honour  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C,  Mr.  Charles  Wind- 
schuegl,  1  Leadenhall  Street,  sued  Messrs.  J.  Nipper  &  Son, 
Virginia  Road,  Chertsey,  to  recover  1/.  15,«.  for  2  cwt.  of 
dextrin  (starch)  supplied.  The  defendant.  Mr.  Nipper,  did 
not  deny  having  given  the  order,  but  said  the  starch  was 
not  supplied  to  him  within  the  stipulated  time,  and  it  was 
short  weight.  For  these  reasons  he  had  declined  to  take 
it  into  stock.  Mr.  Chapman,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  there 
was  really  no  short  weight,  but  starch  being  of  a  floury 
nature  would  dust  out  of  the  bag  during  the  two  months 


it  was  stored  and  moved  about.  Judge  Rentoul  said  the 
defendant  did  not  appear  to  have  had  (lie  starch  weighed 
until  three  months  after  it  lefi  the  plaintiff's  hands.  He 
supposed  starch  might  easily  lose  weight  dining  that  tin  e. 
Mr.  Nipper  :  It  would  gain  weight  in  our  damp  climate. 
Mr.  Chapman  :  Obviously  it  would  lose  weight,  as  it  would 
dust  out.  The  defendant  :  It  was  14  lb.  short.  1  saw  it 
weighed  myself.  Judge  Rentoul  said  the  defence  as  to 
shortage  was  really  scarcely  worth  considering,  and  the 
delay  in  delivering  had  been  caused  by  the  railway  company 
who  were  the  defendant's  agents.  He  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  for  1/.  14s.  6r/. 

Photographic  Operator's  Claim. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Friday,  January  26,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Field,  operating  photographer,  sued  Mr.  Zelger, 
photographer,  84  High  Holborn.  to  recover  1/.  13s.,  a  week's 
wages,  in  lieu  of  notice.  Mr.  Martin  O'Connor,  plaintiff's 
counsel,  who  appeared  at  the  instance  of  the  Photographic 
Society,  said  the  case  was  one  of  some  important  e,  affe<  ting 
as  it  did  the  whole  1.500  members  of  that  Society.  The 
plaintiff  had  been  discharged  without  any  notice,  and  the 
reason  given  by  the  defendant  was  that  operating  photo- 
graphers are  daily  servants  and  can  be  sent  away  without 
any  notice.  The  plaintiff's  Society  was  anxious  to  have 
the  custom  maintained  by  which  operating  photographers, 
people  who  touch  up  photographs,  etc.,  are  entitle  to  a 
week's  wages  in  lieu  of  notice.  The  defendant  informed  the 
Court  that  he  would  not  contend  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
entitled  to  a  week's  wages  unless  he  was  wrongly  dismissed, 
but  explained  he  discharged  the  plaintiff  because  he  was 
insolent.  The  plaintiff  said  that  was  quite  untrue;  he  had 
been  dismissed  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  daily  servant 
and  was  not  entitled  to  nnti.v.  Jud^o  Rentoul,  K.C. 
decided  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed, 
with  costs  on  the  higher  scale,  because  the  action  was  of 
importance  to  all  photographing  operators. 

Judge  not  Satisfied. 
Ix  the  Cambridge  County  Court,  on  January  24.  the  North 
Lincolnshire  Drug  Co.  applied  for  a  commitment  order  on  a 
judgment  summons  obtained  in  the  Grimsby  County  Court 
against  a  grocer,  named  Patman,  of  Haslingfield.  For  the 
defence  it  was  stated  that  Patman  accepted  an  agency  for 
the  sale  of  the  Drug  Co.'s  goods.  Defendant  sold  goods, 
remitted  the  money  he  had  received,  and  returned  the  goods 
he  was  unable  to  sell.  The  plaintiffs,  however,  refused  to 
take  back  the  goods,  and  when  defendant  was  summoned  in 
the  Grimsby  Court  he  made  no  defence,  and  judgment  was 
obtained  by  default.  Judge  Wheeler  said  he  was  bound  by 
the  Grimsby  judgment,  but  if  he  had  had  the  case  to  con- 
sider himself  his  judgment  probably  would  have  been 
entirely  different.  He  had  read  a  letter  from  the  North 
Lincolnshire  Drug  Co.,  and  it  was  exactly  the  sort  of  letter 
which  would  set  him  on  inquiry.  He  adjourned  the  case 
for  application  to  be  made  to  the  Judge  at  Grimsby. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Re  Charles  Austin  Blamet,  Brighton,  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist—At the  Brighton  County  Court,  on  January  27. 
application  was  made  for  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Blarney,  who 
formerly  carried  on  business  at  King's  Road,  Brighton. 
Debtor  said  he  was  now  acting  as  an  assistant,  and  was  earn- 
ing 21.  a  week  in  that  capacity.  The  Deputy  Official  Receiver 
said  the  estate  had  realised  enough  only  to  pay  a  dividend  of 
Is.  Id.  in  the  pound  on  liabilities  amounting  to  750/.  Judg  > 
Scully  decided  that  he  would  only  grant  the  debtor  his  dis- 
charge on  his  assenting  to  judgment  being  entered  up  against 
him  for  100/.  Debtor  assented,  and  the  discharge  was  granted 
subject  to  a  suspension  of  two  years. 


Mr.  W.  Bousfield  wishes  it  to  be  known  that  the 
formula?  for  finings  which  we  printed  last  week  are  not 
original  to  him,  but  are  from  Mr.  H.  E.  Wright's  "  Handy- 
book  for  Brewers." 

Mr.  L.  S.  MacPhail.  representative  of  Aerators.  Ltd.. 
sailed  in  the  Carmania  on  January  27  for  North  America. 
Mr.  MacPhail  is  making  an  extended  business-trip  for  his 
company  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Fitzgerald,  p.  W.  V.,  and  Revell,  15.  S.,  Regent  Street, 

W.,  a  partnership  for  developing  and  exploiting  Kadixia 

for  the  treatment  of  cancer,  lupus,  etc 
Howard;  S.,  and  Howard,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Wm. 

Howard  &  Sons,  Gorton,  near  Manchester,  oil  and  chemical 

merchants. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 
Buckle,  Harold,  Hartlepool,  chemist  and  druggist  _ 
Snaw,  Samuel,  Huddersfleld,  pattern-weaver  and  botanical 
brewer.  

IRew  Companies  anfc  Company  IRews. 

Curative  Electricity  Co.— Registered  as  an  unlimited  com- 
pany capital  100/..  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  manufacture 
and  sell  an  appliance  known  as  the  «  Curative  Electncity 
Coil  "  etc.  The  first  directors  are  R.  Pittman  and  C.  1  lttman. 
Registered  office,  6  Guildhall  Chambers.  E.C. 

Excelsior  Mineral-water  Co.,  Ltd.— Registered  111 
Dublin.  Capital  2,000?.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on 
the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  aerated  and 
mineral  waters  and  other  drinks,  etc.  The  first  directors  are 
D.  Campbell  and  R.  B.  Wilson.  Qualification  25?.  Rcmunr  ra- 
tion as  fixed  by  the  company. 

F.  C.  Southwell  &  Co.,  Ltd.-  Capital  10,000/.,  in  1?.  shares 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  manufacturer  ol  and 
dealer  in  agricultural  and  other  machinery  and  implements, 
hardwarcman,  manufacturer  and  vendor  of  foods  and  medi- 
cines for  stock  and  poultry,  etc.,  formerly  carried  on  by  the 
late  F.  C.  Southwell,  at  75  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  and  else- 
where. 

Commercial  Electro-Chemical  Analysis  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital 
2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of 
an  electro-chemical  analyst  carried  on  at  8  St.  Ann's  Road, 
Wandsworth,  by  E.  B.  Vaughan,  with  the  journal  called  the 
"Electric  Accumulator7'  published  by  him,  and  the  labora- 
tory and  other  property  appertaining  to  the  said  business. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Medical-Electro  Vibration  Institute,  Ltd. — Capital 
1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  administer  treatment  by 
means  of  static  electricity,  high  frequency  Faradic  currents, 
galvanic  currents,  radiant  heat  baths,  x-rays,  mechanical  and 
electrical  vibration,  etc.,  and  to  carry  on  the  general  business 
of  medical  electricians  at  Bradford  or  elsewhere.  No  initial 
public  issue.  The  first  directors  arc  C.  R.  Porter  (managing 
director)  and  W.  Harrison.  Qualification  50/.  Registered 
office,  4  Spring  Bank,  Bradford. 

Zapiga  Nitrate  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  80,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  lands,  etc.,  known  as  "  Enriqueta," 
Tarapaca,  Chili,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  producers, 
manufacturers,  and  exporters  of  nitrates,  iodine,  etc.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  H.  W.  Lowe 
(chairman),  F.  G.  Clarke,  W.  J.  Crcwse,  H.  J.  Griffin,  and 
R.  E.  Morris.  Qualification  (except  first  directors,  who 
require  none)  500  shares.  Remuneration,  200/.  each  per 
annum  and  100/.  extra  for  the  chairman. 

Oryza  Malt  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  20,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  acquii'e  certain  patents  for  inventions  relating  to  a 
new  or  improved  material  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
foods,  biscuits,  and  similar  goods,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  E.  C.  Schrottky.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first 
directors  are  E.  C.  Schrottkv  (managing  director),  A.  W. 
Daniel,  M.D.,  and  W.  P.  D.  Stebbing.  Qualification  500?. 
Remuneration.  50/.  each  per  annum  and  10  per  cent,  of  the 
profits,  div.    Registered  office,  34  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C. 

Phenosol,  Ltd.— Capital  2,500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Liverpool  as  Charles 
W.  Simpson  &  Co.,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  C.  W.  Simp- 
son, and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  soap  and  disinfectant 
manufacturers,  dealers  in  oils  and  oleaginous  and  saponaceous 
substances,  pharmaceutical,  manufacturing,  and  general 
chemists  and  drucrgists,  etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
first  directors  arc  C.  W.  Simpson,  T.  Purvis,  D.  Greame,  and 
W.  Broster.  Qualification  100  ordinary  shares.  Remunera- 
tion as  fixed  by  the  company. 

A.  Jacklin,  Ltd.— Capital  1.000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysaltors. 
oil  and  colour  men,  importers  and  manufacturers"  of  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations  and  articles,  etc.    The  first  subscribers 


are  :  J.  Butterworth,  9  Smedlcy  Lane,  Manchester,  printer ; 
W.  R.  Monkhouse,  95  Nicholas  Road,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy, 
traveller;  A.  E.  Butterworth,  5  Carr  Street.  Manchester, 
clerk  ;  S.  Ecrovd,  5  Carr  Street.  Manchester,  draughtsman  ; 
R.  P.  Marsden,  Grevstone,  Woodford  Road,  Bramhall, 
printer;  J.  Foster,  131  Bishop  Street,  Moss  Side,  Manchester, 
clerk  ;  and  T.  Boardman.  9  Wiseman  Terrace,  Heaton  Park, 
foreman  compositor.  No  initial  public  issue.  Table  ''A" 
mainly  applies.    Directors'  qualification  100/. 


Blundell  Spence  &  Co.,  Ltd.— The  directors,  in  their  report 
for  the  year  ended  October  31,  1905,  recommend  a  10  per  cent, 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  payable  half  in  February 
and  half  in  August  next. 

The  Borax  Company,  Ltd.— The  ordinary  general  meeting 
was  held  on  January  26  at  Winchester  House,  Old  Broad 
Street,  E.C.  Mr.  C.  A.  Winter  presid6d,  and  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  said  that  since  they  last  met  the 
Board  had  declared  and  paid  two  interim  dividends,  which 
were  included  in  the  accounts.  Borax  Consolidated  had  not 
yet  held  their  meeting,  though  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  that  company  had  been  doing  equally  well  during  last 
year.    The  report  was  adopted. 

London  Produce  Clearing-house,  Ltd. — Presiding  on 
January  29  at  the  meeting  of  the  London  Produce  Clearing- 
house, Ltd.,  Mr.  C.  Czarnikow  said  that  there  had  been, 
during  the  year,  a  great  depression  in  the,  coffee-trade. 
Whereas  in  1904  they  had  registered  7,941,000  bags  of  coffee, 
last  year  the  total  had  reached  only  3,858,000,  or  a  falling-off 
of  over  50  per  cent.  Sugar  had  been  the  backbone  of  the 
business,  but  the  severe  crisis  through  which  they  had  passecl 
had  had  a  serious  effect  upon  the  markets  all. over  the  world. 
With  regard  to  the  future  of  sugar  there  were  already  signs 
in  certain  quarters  that  better  times  were  coming.  The  pivot 
of  the  whole  situation  seemed  to  be  the  spring  sowings  of 
beet  on  the  Continent.  With  the  large  quantities  of  sugar 
still  available,  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  ai-ea  sown  was 
necessary  to  bring  them  back  to  normal  conditions. 

Bovril,  Ltd. — The  report  and  statement  of  accounts  to  bo 
submitted  to  the  shareholders  at  the  annual  general  meeting, 
which,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  at  the  factory,  will  be 
held  this  year  in  the  Great  Hall,  River  Plate  House,  E.C.,  on 
Friday,  February  9,  state  that  the  net  profits  for  the  past 
twelve  months  amounted  to  152,530/.  2s.  8r/.,  being  an  increase 
on  those  for  1904  of  5,970/.  8s.  5d.  This,  with  the  amount 
brought  forward  from  last  year,  makes  a  total  of 
166,521/.  6.s.  2d.  available  for  dividends.  After  payment  of 
the  full  debenture  charges  and  the  fixed  interest  of  5^  per 
cent,  on  the  preference  shares  and  7  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary 
shares,  the  directors  recommend  that  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent. 
— an  increase  of  1  per  cent,  on  that  for  last  year — bo  paid  on 
the  deferred  shares,  that  20.000/.  be  carried  to  reserve,  raising 
same  to  165,000/.,  and  that  the  balance  (14,021/.  6*.  2d.)  be 
carried  to  the  next  account.  An  increase  is  recorded  in  the 
company's  trade  in  the  United  Kingdom  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  Colony,  throughout  the  world. 

Cerebos  (1903),  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended  Novem- 
ber 30  last  states  that  the  English  and  Colonial  business  has 
continued  to  make  steady  progress.  In  France  the  advance, 
although  considerable,  has  not  been  so  rapid  as  in  the  previous 
year.  In  the  LJuited  States  of  America,  business  not  having 
realised  expectations,  the  directors  terminated  the  agency 
and  opened  offices  in  New  York  for  the  direct  control  of  the 
company's  business.  Despite  the  adverse  conditions  under 
which  the  general  salt  trade  of  the  country  has  been  carried 
on,  the  year's  results  at  the  Greatham  Salt  and  Brine  Works 
have  been  satisfactory,  and  arrangements  have  been  concluded 
for  the  extension  of  the  lease  of  these  works  to  a  period  of 
sixty-three  years.  On  the  strength  of  this  extended  lease  the 
directors  propose  to  remove  the  company's  entire  manufactur- 
ing operations  to  Gi'eatham,  and  thus  effect  largo  economies. 
Of  the  sums  so  spent  9,618/.  has,  been  carried  to  development 
and  advertising  (capital)  account.  The  sum  written  back  to 
capital  account  this  year  is  as  nearly  as  possible  half  the 
amount  so  dealt  with  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  The  net 
profit  for  the  year  amounts  to  10,589/.,  to  which  must  be  added 
3,333/.  brought  forward.  In  view  of  the  capital  requirements 
at  Greatham  and  elsewhere  during  the  present  year,  the 
directors  recommend  a  dividend  of  2i  per  cent.,  leaving  the 
balance,  7,922/.,  to  be  carried  forward.  During  the  year  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  J.  A.  France,  resigned  his  position  as  a 
director  and  Mr.  H.  Crawford  Smith  has  b-cn  anrjointed 
chairman  of  the  board.  It  is  proposed  to  change  the  com- 
pany's title  to  Cerebos,  Ltd. 

The  chief  item  in  the  imports  of  chemicals  and  drugs  into 
the  Philippine  Islands  of  latr>  years  has  been  opium,  but  with 
legislative  action  in  view  aerainst  its  use  imports  are  likely  to 
decrease.  In  1904  156.923/.  worth  was  imported.  a°-airst 
138,467/.  in  1903,  81,404/.  in  1902,  and  214,086/.  in  1901.  s 
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Birtb. 


Keir. — At  High  Street.  Mitcheldean,  on  January  14.  the 
wife  of  Robert  Keir,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 


flDarriaoc. 

Digges — Boileau. — On  January  24,  in  St.  John's  Church, 
Sandymount,  Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  A.  W.  B.  Mack,  brother- 
in-law  of  the  bridegroom,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  F.  S.  Le 
Fanu,  B.A.,  Charles  Edward  Digges,  M.P.S.I.,  youngest 
son  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  H.  Digges,  J. P..  to  Kathleen,  elder 
daughter  of  the  late  E.  J.  Boileau  and  Mrs.  Boileau,  Park 
Avenue,  Sidney  Parade,  Dublin. 


Beatbs. 


Bucheister. — At  Hamburg,  on  January  14.  in  his 
.'.eventieth  year,  Mr.  Gustav  Adolph  Bucheister,  formerly 
president  of  the  German  Druggists'  Union  (Deutsche  Drogis- 
ten-Verband).  Mr.  Bucheister  qualified  as  pharmacist  and 
served  for  several  years  in  pharmacies  before  he  opened  a 
mineral-water  store,  and  later  a  drug-store,  in  Hamburg. 
Soon  after  this,  in  1880,  he  became  a  member  of  the  board 
of  the  German  Druggists'  Union,  of  which  he  was  subse- 
quently vice-president,  and  in  1900  president.  He  retired 
however,  three  years  later  on  account  of  attacks  on  his 
management.  His  chief  work,  "Die  Drogisten-Praxis  "  is 
very  popular  among  druggists  in  Germany. 

Hifley. — At  7  Cobourg  Street,  Plymouth,  on  January  23, 
Mr.  Richard  James  Hifley.  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged 
seventy-six.  Mr.  Hifley  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
Mr.  G.  Radford,  of  Catherine  Street,  Devonport,  in  the 
'forties,  and  in  1854  started  business  for  himself  in  Corn- 
wall Street,  Devonport.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Ply- 
mouth, and  latterly  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the 
oldest  chemist  in  the  town.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  dogs, 
and  was  regarded  as  a  high  authority  on  pugs.  At  the 
funeral,  which  took  place  on  January  26,  Messrs.  E.  W.  H. 
Green.  R.  F.  Roper,  and  W.  Condy  U'Ren  represented 
the  Three  Towns  Chemists'  Association. 

Jones. — At  his  residence.  Wain  Crest,  Holyhead,  on 
January  25,  after  a  long  and  tedious  illness,  Mr.  Thomas 
John  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Jones  was  cne  of 
the  best-known  chemists  in  the  North  of  Wales,  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  oldest-established  chemist's  business  in 
Anglesea.  It  was  founded  in  1835,  and  Mr.  Jones  acquired 
it  fourteen  years  ago,  shortly  after  he  had  qualified.  He 
took  a  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his  loss  iviil  be 
greatly  felt  in  the  town.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  two 
children. 

Manson. — At  Toronto,  on  December  21,  1905,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Manson.  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  seventy-three. 
Mr.  Manson  was  well  known  in  Canada.  His  strenuous 
work  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  in  the  old  days  when  these  institutions 
were  struggling  for  existence,  made  his  name  a  household 
word  with  all  the  older  pharmacists  of  the  Province.  His 
work  as  an  examiner  during  the  twenty-five  years  in  which 
he  held  the  position  was  carried  out  with  such  kindness  to 
the  students  that  never  a  one  of  those  who  failed  before  him 
had  a  word  of  complaint  to  make  of  Mr.  Manson's  treatment. 
Mr.  Manson  was  born  in  Thurso.  Scotland.  After  serving 
his  apprenticeship  to  pharmacy  at  Golspie,  Sutherlandshire, 
he  went  to  Canada  and  entered  the  establishment  of  Lyman, 
Savage  &  Co.,  now  Lyman  Sons  &  Co.,  where  he  gradually 
worked  his  way  up  to  a  partnership  in  the  busjness.  His 
connection  with  Lyman  ceased  in  1884,  when'he  became 
associated  with  the  firm  of  A.  Ramsay  &  Son.  For  some 
years  past  he  had  retired  from  active  business.  He  was  one 
of  the  organisers  of  the  Association  and  of  the  College,  and 
was  President  of  the  first  from  1879  to  1883.  when  he  was 
elected  Treasurer,  a  position  to  which  he  was  annually  re- 
elected till  a  few  years  ago.  when  he  gave  up  this  and  also 
the  Treasurership  of  the  College,  which  he  had  held  since 
1884. 


•Recent  male. 


Florence.— Probate  of  the  will  <,f  Mr.  John  Diaper  Flor- 
ance  83  The  Parade,  I'xbridge  Road,  chemist  and  druggist, 
who  died  on  October  17  last,  aged  fifty-seven,  has  been  granted 
to  the  sole  executrix,  his  widow.  -Mrs.  Elizabeth  Florancc. 
The  estate  has  been  valued  under  250/. 

Hopkin. — Mr.  William  King  Hopkin,  of  Fern  Brae, 
Brondesbury  Park.  London,  N.,  and  of  di"  linn  of  Messrs. 
Hopkin  &  Williams,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  died  on 
January  10,  aged  seventy-eight,  left  estate  valued  at 
5,826/.  'lbs.  lid.  gross  and  5.713/.  lbs.  5d.  in  net  per- 
sonalty. By  his  will,  dated  September  20,  1905,  he  be- 
queathed 1,000/.  between  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Bromagc  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Dorothy  Pyne,  with  remainder  to  the  survivor 
should  one  predecease  him,  and  ho  left  to  them  the  household 
effects  of  the  late  Mrs.  James  Whewell,  of  Halifax.  He  left 
500/.  each  to  his  nieces.  Mary  Elizabeth  Hewitt  and  Alice 
Sarah  Hall,  and  to  the  above  four  named  he  left  his  jewellery. 
To  his  servant,  Louisa  Eastcs,  ho  left.  800/..  in  recognition  of 
long  and  faithful  service  to  the  testator  and  his  wife,  and  his 
residuary  estate  he  left  to  the  said  Mary  Elizabeth  Hewitt. 
The  executors  of  the  will  are  Mr.  James  Mott.  16  Cromwell 
Avenue.  Highgate.  solicitor's  clerk;  Mr.  _  Peter  Davidson, 
342  High  Road.  Brondesbury,  pharmaceutical  chemist;  and 
Mr.  Frederick  Toza,  54  Chardmore  Road.  Upper  Clapton. 

Millidge. — Probate  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Benjamin  John 
Millidge,  of  Snodland,  Kent,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died 
on  September  11  last,  aged  sixty-nine,  has  been  granted  to 
his  nephew  Mr.  Herbert  E.  Millidge,  Upper  Tooting,  and 
Mr.  Hush  Livingstone  Hoskinc.  Snodland,  chemist,  by  whom 
the  estate  has  been  valued  at  972/.  12s.  bd. 

Smith. — Mr.  Edgar  Rayner  Smith,  of  Stone,  Staffs,  chemist 
and  druggist,  formerly  in  business  at  Eccleshall,  Staffs,  who 
afterwards  lived  in  retirement  at  Norton  Bridge,  and  died  on 
December  4,  1905,  aged  sixty-five,  left  estate  valued  at 
3,669/.  0s.  2d.  gross. 

Sqtince. — Mr.  John  Abbot  Squince,  Northallerton.  Yorks, 
chemist,  who  died  on  November  15  last,  left  estate  valued  at 
3.253/.  lOs.  lOtZ.  gross  and  at  1.829/.  19s.  10/2.  net.  To  his  wife 
ho  left  an  immediate  legacy  of  50/.  and  his  household  effects, 
with  the  income  from  his  residuary  estate  during  widowhood, 
and  the  ultimate  residue  to  his  children.  Ada  Elizabeth,  Emily 
Kate,  Lydia  Hannah,  and  John  Squince.  in  equal  shares. 

Vooght. — Probate  of  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Joseph 
Vooght,  of  10  Willoughby  Road,  Hampstead,  and  for  many 
years  of  51  Fairfax  Road,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  for 
some  time  with  Messrs.  Tvvinberrow,  Wigmore  Street, 
chemists,  who  died  on  November  23  last,  aged  sixty-eight,  has 
been  granted  to  the  sole  executrix,  his  widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Vooght.  and  the  testator's  estate  has  been  valued  at 
1.165/.  10*.  8c/.  gross  and  1,116/.  Is.  lid.  net. 

Whewell. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Whewell, 
manufacturing  chemist,  of  156  Irwell  Bank,  Dinners  Lane, 
Radeliffc,  has  been  valued  at  3,087/.  gross. 

Williams. — Alderman  William  Williams,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Haverfordwest,  who  died  on  July  10  last,  aged 
seventy-five,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  2,475/.  lis., 
including  personalty  of  the  net  value  of  792/.  0s.  Id. 

Woollatt.—  Probate  of  the  will,  dated  July  27.  1893,  of  Mr. 
Richard  Woollatt,  for  forty-three  years  in  business  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  at  20  Fore  Street,  Taunton,  who  died 
on  November  12  last,  leaving  estate  valued  at  3,599/.  17s. 
gross,  with  1,270/.  18s.  8c/.  in  net  personalty,  has  been  granted 
to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Clara  Rebecca  Woollatt,  of  The  Shrubbery, 
Taunton,  Mr.  W.  H.  Westlake  and  Mr.  IT.  A.  Hammett 
having  renounced  probate.  The  testator  left  all  his  household 
and  personal  effects  to  his  wife  absolutely,  and  to  his  sister, 
Elizabeth  Bennett  Jones  Lloyd,  5/.  for  the  purchase  of  a 
memento.  He  left  his  business  as  a  chemist,  and  druggist, 
and  one-third  of  his  book-debts  to  his  son  Gilbert  on  attain- 
ing majority,  and  during  his  minority  he  left  his  business  to 
his  wife.  The  rest  of  his  estate  he  left  to  his  wife  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  his  children,  except,  his  said  son  Gilbert,  in 
equal  shares,  but  directed  that  in  the  event  of  his  son  Gilbert 
being  the  only  child  to  survive  his  widow,  he  should  inherit 
his  residuary  estate. 

Wootton.— Mr.  Edward  Staple  Wootton.  Margate,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  died  on  Julv  24  last,  aged  sixty-four 
left  estate  valued  at  6.131/.  2s.  lid.  gross,  of  which 
1.675/.  9s.  4c/.  is  net  personalty,  and  probate  of  his  will  has 
been  srranted  to  his  daughter.  Mrs.  Louisa  Whiting,  Margate, 
and  Mr.  John  Eastland,  chemist.  Margate.  He  left  to  his  said 
daughter  his  photographs,  jcwellerv.  and  other  specific 
articles,  with  the  income  during  her  life  from  his  residuary 
estate,  with  remainder  to  her  husband  if  surviving  her,  and 
with  ultimate  remainder  to  their  children. 
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Zvabc  IHotcs. 

The  Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Co.'s  telephone  number 
is  1369  Hop. 

Viroc.en. — Messrs.  Scott,  Morgan  &  Co.,  the  proprietors 
of  this  article,  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  it  contains 
glycerophosphates. 

The  Frame  Food  Co.,  Ltd.,  Standen  Road,  Southfields, 
London,  S.W.,  will  send  an  imitation  oxidised-silver  show- 
card  to  any  retailer  who  writes  for  it  in  a  business  manner. 

Messrs.  Magnus  &  Lauer,  257  Pearl  Street,  New  York, 
invite  correspondence  from  firms  who  wish  to  introduce  new 
articles  to  the  drug,  perfumery,  and  confectionery  trades 
in  America. 

We  mentioned  last  week  that  Messrs.  William  Toogood, 
Ltd.,  are  making  a  feature  of  hanging  carboys.  Our 
readers  will  find  their  advertisement  on  p.  162  of  the  Winter 
Issue. 

Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Hodgkinsoxs,  Ltd.,  desire  all 
communications  to  them  henceforth  to  be  addressed  to  the 
registered  office  of  the  company,  64  Park  Street,  Southwark, 
London,  S.E. 

Tidman's  List. — The  new  price-list  of  Messrs.  Tidman 
&  Son,  Ltd.,  has  just  been  issued,  and  special  attention  is 
directed  to  the  quotations  given  for  Tidman's  sea-salt.  A 
copy  of  the  list  has  been  posted  to  every  chemist  in  business, 
but  anyone  who  has  not  received  a  copy  should  write  Messrs. 
Tidman  &  Son,  Ltd.,  2  Bushell  Street,  Wapping,  E.,  to  that 
effect. 

A  Neat  Little  Price-list  has  been  issued  by  Messrs.  B. 
Kuhn  &  Co.,  16  Rood  Lane,  E.C.  It  is  well  printed  and 
contains  fall  particulars  regarding  Chinosol  and  its  prepara- 
tions, Papain-Finkler,  the  Dubois-Kuhn  ethyl  chloride, 
the  Kuhn  ethyl-chloride  inhalers,  and  various  other  sundries 
(including  an  English-made  extract  of  malt)  for  which 
Messrs.  Kuhn  &  Co.  are  agents. 

Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  &  Son's  "Annual"  for  1906  is  a 
production  which  should  prove  useful  to  advertisers  whose 
announcements  are  spread  throughout  the  daily  and  weekly 
public  papers.  It  contains  useful  blank  pages  recording  the 
orders  given  each  month,  with  spaces  for  daily  papers,  and 
there  are  similar  pages  for  weekly  and  monthly  papers.  The 
"Annual"  also  includes  diary  pages  interleaved  with 
blotting-paper,  "  The  Story  of  W.  H.  Smith  &  Son,"  and 
several  special  articles. 

Ol.  Morrhu.u  Norveg.  Nov. — A  sample  of  this  season's 
cod-liver  oil,  which  has  been  sent  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hearon, 
Squire  &  Francis,  Ltd.,  38  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E., 
more  than  corroborates  the  advance  information  which  we 
published  last  week  in  regard  to  the  fine  quality  of  this 
year's  Lofoten  product.  It  is  remarkably  limpid  and  pale, 
almost  odourless,  and  the  taste  is  as  delicate  as  a  sardine. 
Mr.  Alan  Francis  informs  us  that  his  firm  had  delivery  of 
the  first  consignment  on  Wednesday  morning  at  11.45,  and 
he  was  good  enough  to  bring  a  sample  over  to  us — the  first 
we  had  seen.  The  price  is  5s.  6d.  per  gal.,  or  5s.  per  gal. 
for  a  dozen  Winchesters,  and  proportionately  less  for  larger 
quantities  and  barrels — these  prices  being  "  subject." 

Bovril  Picture.— Bovril,  Ltd.,  152-160  Old  Street, 
London,  E.G.,  now  have  ready  the  new  picture  by  Mr.  Fred 
Morgan,  which  they  are  to  present  to  those  who  send  them 
Bovril  coupons  up  to  the  value  of  a  guinea.  The  picture  is 
a  beautiful  photogravure  entitled  the  "  Home  of  the  Swans," 
the  scene  depicted  being  in  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  park  at 
Arundel.  The  original  was  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy 
last  year.  The  reproduction  is  28  in.  deep  by  19|  in.  wide, 
with  a  12-in.  margin  in  addition.  Coupons  for  the  picture 
are  to  be  received  up  to  June  30,  and  chemists,  as  retailers 
of  bovril,  can  obtain  all  particulars  for  their  customers  on 
application  to  the  company. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  48  Southwark 
Street,  London,  S.E.,  received  early  on  Wednesday  their 
first  shipment  of  this  season's  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  and 
are  now  booking  orders  for  any  quantity  from  a  Winchester 
quart  to  a  barrel  or  more.  In  colour,  taste,  and  odour  the 
oil  is  noteworthy  for  its  negative  qualities,  and  the  firm  have 
analytically  determined  that  it  is  practically  free  from  un- 
saponifiable  matter  and  has  practically  no  acidity.  Such 


a  bland  and  sweet  oil  is  rarely  seen  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Lofoten  season,  especially  at  the  low  quotations  which 
Messrs.  Wright.  Layman  &  Umney  give — e.g.,  4s.  3d.  per 
gal.  for  twelve  Winchesters.  It  is  also  offered  packed  in 
4-oz.,  8-oz.,  16-oz.,  and  32-oz.  bottles  ready  for  retailing, 
with  delivery  during  1906. 

Indian  Iris. — It  is  difficult  now- 
adays to  get  anything  novel  in  per- 
fumes of  the  violet  type,  but 
Messrs.  George  Carr  &  Co.,  of 
Devonshire  Street,  Sheffield  (who 
as  perfume-makers  trade  as  Lille 
Freres),  have  hit  upon  a  distinctly 
delightful  odour  in  their  "  Indian 
Iris."  It  may  be  remembered  that 
it  met  with  Royal  favour  last 
summer,  and  the  Princess  of  Wales 
has  taken  a  supply  to  India  with 
her,  having  accepted  a  large  bottle, 
of  which  we  show  a  reduced  fac- 
simile. The  perfume  is  delicate, 
and  is  free  from  the  sickly  odour 
which  sometimes  characterises  per- 
fumes representing  the  iris.  For 
retail  the  perfume  is  put  up  in  good 
style  (Is.  to  5s.),  the  point  of  dis- 
tinction in  this  regard  being  an 
embossed  gold  surface  label,  with 
a  woman's  head  standing  out  in 
relief  at  the  top  of  the  label.  It 
is  also  sold  in  bulk  at  12s.  bcl . 
per  pint.  The  London  address  is 
Lille  Freres,  35  Danbury  Street, 
Islington,  N. 

Sell's  Directory  of  Registered  Telegraphic  Ad- 
dresses.— This  national  directory  has  reached  its  majority, 
this  year  being  the  twenty-first  year  of  publication.  Even 
to  those  who  have  not  had  occasion  to  consult  "  Sell,"  this 
ought  to  be  a  fair  indication  of  the  book's  usefulness.  But 
the  majority  of  the  business-houses  of  the  country  know  it 
personally,  for  it  contains  the  names  and  addresses  of  70,000 
of  the  most  important  firms  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  is 
invaluable  for  reference.  The  present  issue  has  swollen  to 
2.200  pages  of  clearly  printed  matter,  and  contains  every 
new  telegraphic  address  or  alteration  registered  at  the  Post 
Office  up  to  December  31,  1905.  The  book  is  published  at 
21s.  by  Henry  Sell,  166  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G. 


Business  Cbanocs. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hartnoll  is  opening  a  business  at  24  Hay- 
market,  S.W. 

Miss  Lizzie  Buchanan,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken 
over  the  business  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Siddle,  chemist  and  druggist, 
26  St.  James  Road,  Upper  Tooting,  S.E. 

The  business  of  Mr.  Sydney  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist, 
at  Branksome,  Bournemouth,  has  been  transferred  to  his 
brother,  Mr.  Ernest  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr  E.  C.  Carter,  of  Powis  Street,  Woolwich,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  at  29  High  Street,  Woolwich,  from  Mr. 
E.  H.  Streatfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  which  he  will  carry 
on  as  a  branch. 

Mr.  Thomas,  for  many  years  past  manager  of  Messrs. 
Boots,  Cash  Chemists,  Commercial  Street,  Aberdare,  has 
purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  chemists,  in 
Lewis  Street,  Aberaman. 

Messrs.  Brickell  &  Jones,  chemists,  295  High  Road, 
Brondesbury,  N.W.,  have  taken  premises  at  126a  High 
Road  Kilburn,  N.W.,  which,  after  the  necessary  building 
extensions  and  fitting  are  completed,  they  will  open  as  a 
branch. 
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The  partnership  between  Messrs.  C.  E.  Sage  and  E.  F. 
Harrison,  analysts  and  consulting  chemists,  has  been  dis- 
solved from  January  31.  Practice  will  be  carried  in  by 
Mr.  Sage  at  2  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C.,  and  by  Mr. 
Harrison  at  55  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.  Mr.  Sage  i«sumes 
entire  control  of  the  Central  School  of  Pharmacy. 


Conundrum  Column. 


IpersonaUtfes, 

Bro.  Victor  J.  Woolls,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Cecil 
Square,  Margate,  has  been  appointed  organist  of  the  Union 
Lodge  of  Freemasons. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Garratt,  of  164  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  has 
gone  on  a  month's  cruise  to  Gibraltar,  the  North- West  Coast 
of  Africa,  and  the  Canary  Islands. 

Mr.  Joseph  Albright,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lancaster, 
has  just  celebrated  his  ninetieth  birthday.  Within  a  week 
he  voted  in  two  elections.  He  visited  the  Land  Reform 
Club,  of  which  he  is  an  ex-president,  on  the  evening  of  his 
birthday,  and  stayed  till  midnight  recounting  his  ex- 
periences. Mr.  Albright  has  a  wonderfully  retentive 
memory,  a  recital  of  his  recollections  proved  fascinating  to 
the  members.  He  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  North  of 
England  to  sell  paraffin,  and  his  fellow-tradesmen  warned 
their  customers  not  to  go  to  the  shop  or  they  would  be  blown 
up.  Elections  were  in  his  early  days  much  more  exciting 
even  than  nowadays.  At  one  election  he  had  a  dead  cat 
thrown  through  his  shop  window.  Next  day  he  sent  in  a 
bill  to  the  party  to  which  he  did  not  belong,  and  (he  bill  was 
paid. 


AS  the  result  of  the  recent  voting  for  the  Council  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association,  the  following 
have  been  elected  members.  Ten  members  of  the  outgoing 
Retail  Section  of  the  Council  were  the  only  persons  nomi- 
nated. Mr.  Albert  Cooper  withdrew  his  candidature,  so 
that  the  remaining  nine  (named  below)  have  been  elected, 
and  the  vacancy  will  be  filled  by  the  Council. 

Mamifacturcrs. 

Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  E. 

Beetham  &  Son,  chemists,  Cheltenham 

John  Gosncll  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  213  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E. 

W.  Lambert  &  Co.,  173  Seymour  Place,  W. 

Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thorncliffe,  Sheffield 

Thos.  Powell,  Ltd.,  1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars  Bridge,  S.E. 

Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  E. 

Scott  &  Bowne,  10,  11  Stonecutter  Street,  E.C. 

A.  J.  White,  Ltd..  35  Farringclon  Road,  E.C. 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  48  Southwark  Street,  S.E. 

Wholesalers. 

Barclay  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 

G.  H.  Burroughs  (J.  Thompson,  Ltd.),  Liverpool 

W.  Edwards  &  Son,  157  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Fore  Street,  Exeter 
Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Ltd.,  Leeds 

F.  Newbjery  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  27  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C 
John  Sanger  &  Sons,  2  Winsley  Street,  Oxford  Street,  W. 
Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd..  Birmingham 

W.  Sutton  &  Co.,  76  Chfswell  Street,  E.C. 
James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Manchester 

Retailers. 

W.  H.  Barnes,  10  Terrace  Road,  Plaistow,  E. 
C.  J.  G.  Bunker,  York  Street,  Twickenham 
R.  Feaver  Clarke,  21  High  Street,  Gravesend 

H.  W.  Colley,  253  Cleethorpes  Road.  Grimsbv 

T.  Nicholls,  99  Wick  Road,  South  Hackncv  N.E. 
S.  N.  Pickard,  Ossett,  Yorks 

G.  P.  Pond,  68  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 

P.  F.  Rowsell.  74  High  Street,  Exeter 
J.  W.  Sutherland,  127  Buch  anan  Street,  Glasgow 
Mr.  Percy  C.  Edgar  was  nominated  for  the  Manufac- 
turers' Section,  but  withdrew  his  candidature.    The  new 
members  of  the  Council  are  Messrs.  Scott  &  Bowne  and 
A.  J.  White,  Ltd. 


1  £  ?zn 


Will  readers  see  what  they  can  make  of  the  above  script 
and  let  us  know  on  postcards?  Three  prizes  will  be 
awarded,  (1)  London,  (2)  Provincial,  and  (3)  Irish  and 
Scotch,  the  three  reaching  us  first  (one  from  each  section) 
with  the  correct  rendering  being  those  to  whom  the  prizes 
will  be  awarded. 

The  prescription-reading  competition  given  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  last  week  (p.  159)  has  brought  in  a 
large  quantity  of  postcards,  but  very  few  of  the  competitors 
were  able  to  give  the  correct  rendering  of  the  prescription. 
The  difficulties  were  in  the  first  and  last  ingredients,  the 
quantity  of  the  last  ingredient,  the  number  of  times  a  day 
the  mixture  was  to  be  taken,  and  the  initials  of  the  pre- 
scriber.  The  prescription  was  written  by  the  late  Dr. 
Patrick  Manning  Kelty,  of  Blackpool,  four  of  the  competi- 
tors claiming  to  have  special  knowledge  of  the  doctor's 
script.  Lest  any  of  our  subscribers  should  think  this  gave 
the  four  gentlemen  any  advantage,  we  hasten  to  add  that  no 
two  of  the  readings  given  by  these  chemists  were  alike.  We 
frankly  admit  that  in  regard  to  some  doubtful  points  in  the 
prescription  we  have  had  to  rely  on  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  competitors,  but  the  reading  given  here  will, 
we  believe,  be  generally  admitted  as  the  correct  one  : 

B.     Infusi  Cinch   3'v 

Quinin  Sulph   3SS 

Acid.  Sulph.  Dil.    3ij 

Spt.  Chloroform    ."iss 

Syrupi  Aunti  [Aurantii]    3.1 

Tinct.  Nux  Vomic  jy^ 

Aqua  Pulegia   3>>j 

Cpt  coch  duo  ampli  4t is  horus  P.  M.  K. 

The  first  ingredient  was  the  subject  of  considerable 
diversity  of  opinion,  the  following  solutions  Being  sent  in  : 


Infusi  Cinchonse 
Infusi  Gent. 
Infusi  Gent.  Co. 
Infusi  Buchu 


Infusi  Aurant. 
Infusi  Quassia? 
Infusi  Quebracho 
Magnes.  Sulph. 


The  last  ingredient  was  also  a  bone  of  contention,  but  the 
greatest  number  of  competitors  plumped  for  aqua  pulegii; 
other  renderings  were  : 

Aqua  Quassias  Aqua  Picis  Liquida 

Aqua  Destillat.  Aqua  Qu.  Ligni 


Aqua  Purificat. 
Aqua  Purifici 
Aqua  M.  Piper. 
Aqua  Puree 
Aqua  Reliqua 


Aqua  Oudaya 
Aqua  Disty 
Aqua  Chloroformi 
Aqua  Sulph.  Ac. 
Aqua  Rubinat 
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In  regard  to  the  quantity  of  aqua  pulegii,  this  is  5iij.,  but 
many  read  it  as  3vj.  and  a  few  as  3iiss.  The  direction — 
4tis  horis — was  in  a  few  cases  rendered  "  sextus "  and 
"secundis."  The  initials  of  the  prescriber — not  a  material 
part  of  the  script — were  only  deciphered  by  two  competitors, 
and  these  were  among  those  who  were  disqualified  on  other 
grounds. 

The  London  prize,  a  copy  of  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing."  is 
awarded  to  Mr.  H.  E.  Classey,  1  Harleyford  Road,  S.E. 

The  Provincial  prize  we  have  had  to  divide  between  two 
competitors  whose  solutions  are  of  equal  merit — Mr.  J. 
Johnson,  40  London  Road,  Brighton,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Postlethwaite,  131  Fawcett  Road,  Southsea,  To  each  of  the 
above  we  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  new  edition  of 
"  Diseases  and  Remedies." 

The  Irish  and  Scotch  prize,  a  copy  of  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing "  has  been  won  by  Mr.  James  Fleming,  the  Athlone 
Medical  Hall,  12  ChurchStreet,  Athlone. 


We  referred  last  week  to  the  sketch  sent  in  by  Mr.  W.  W. 
Teale  (.Stamford  Hill).  We  now  reproduce  it,  so  that  others 
besides  ourselves  may  enjoy  the  humour  of  it. 

Last  Week's  Reynolds  Puzzle. 

was  readily  solved  by  the  great  majority  of  competitors. 
One  or  two  thought  "  Castor  "  only  was  intended,  missing  the 
"Royal,"  but  the  majority  arrived  at  the  correct  solution. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  best  verses,  and  to  each  signa- 
tory we  have  sent  one  shilling  : 

After  hours  of  patient  toiling, 
After  long  and  weary  moiling, 
Thus  I  read  thy  picture  mystic : 
This  my  sequence  syllogistic: 
If  it  represent  a  caster, 
If  that  have  a  Royal  master, 
It  must  be  a  caster  royal — 
So  the  answer's  "  Castor  oil." 

A.  Cunningham. 
If  you  feel  that  "  little  Mary's  "  out  of  order, 
If  you  suffer  from  a  toothache  or  a  boil, 
Make  the  line  that's  termed  a  "  bco  " 
For  the  nearest  "  C.  &  D.," 
Ask  a  good  stiff  dose  of  finest  castor  oil. 

Charles  Pickle3. 
The  coat  of  arms  surely  is  Royal, 
The  caster  is  there,  to  save  toil. 
In  pains  gastronomic 
'Tis  found  economic — 
A  dose  of  "cold  drawn  castor  oil." 

J.  Percival  Fast. 

It's  really  quite  apparent 

To  any  female  mind 
That  oleum  ricini 

Is  what  we  have  to  find. 
But.  Latin  will  not  help  us 

The  least  bit  in  our  toil : 
We'll  quote  it  in  "  the  vulgar  tongue," 

And  call  it  castor  oil. 

Anthonia  Noel  Turner. 


"With  a  caster  instead  of  a  knob 
Reynolds  would  us  of  Royal  squejks  rob. 

If  ol.  ricini 

I  herein  descry, 
I  do  not  mind  having  the  bob. 

W.  Parsons. 

A  Royal  caster  Reynolds  drew 

Wherewith  his  chemist  friends  to  puzzle, 

And  cold  drawn  castor  oyal's  the  clue  : 
Oh  !  what  a  roil  draught  to  guzzle  ! 

C.  S.  Ashton. 
There  was  once  a  young  man  of  Lancaster, 
Who  was  trying  the  B.P.  to  master, 

But  the  creaking  of  his  chair 

Was  more  than  he  could  bear ; 
So  he  put  castor  oyal  on  the  caster. 

W.  M.  W. 

There  was  a  young  lady  of  Gloucester 
Who  didn't  know  what  it  would  couster 

To  drink  oil  of  castor 

Like  tea,  only  faster; 
So  now  she  has  gone,  and  we've  louster. 

Gloucestrian. 

"  Best  castor  oil  sine  sai^ore," 
Quotes  the  price-list,  telling  a  story; 
For  the  gold  of  the  Rand 
Won't  purchase  the  brand 
You  can  swallow  sine  dolorc. 

A.  W.  Ritchie. 
Says  a  young  Irish  druggist  named  Doyle, 
Who  lives  on  the  banks  of  the  Foyle, 
"  B-^gobs,  that's  an  aisy  one. 
Though  it's  a  grasy  one — 
Just  our  ould  frind  castor  oil. 

David  Kennedy. 


Scientific  jproorees. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Pliysostig-mine. — According  to  Huebner  ("Archiv  d.  Expl. 
Pathol.,"  1905,  53),  this  alkaloid,  which  has  the  formula 
CsHa.NaO*,  has  the  constitution  CH3NH.CO.NH.C,  JLsN.OH. 
By  the  action  of  alkalies  it  is  decomposed  with  the  formation 
of  eseroline : 

C,sH=,N303+C02  =  CH3NH2+C,3H,aN;0 
methylamine  eserolino 

SJew  Elements. — Sir  William  Crookes,  in  a  note  published 
in  the  "Chemical  News"  (1905,  273)  describes  spectroscopic 
observations  of  the  phosphorescent  glow  emitted  by  some  of 
the  rare  earths  exposed  to  cathode  rays  in  vacuo  which  indi- 
cate the  existence  of  two  new  elements — ionium  and  incogni- 
tum. 

Crocetin,  the  colouring  principle  of  saffron,  has  hitherto 
been  obtained  only  in  an  amorphous  state.  F.  Decker  has  ob- 
tained the  ammonia  salt  in  crystals  ("  Chem.  Zeit.,"  1906,  18) 
by  adding  to  the  soda  solution  of  resin-free  crocetin,  at  60°  to 
70°,  ammonium-carbonate  solution  in  excess.  On  cooling, 
crocetin-ammonium  crystallises  out  in  yellow  needles.  The. 
exact  constitution  of  the  body  is  being  investigated. 

Emu:  sin  in  Yeast.— Experiments  made  by  Dr.  T.  A. 
Henry  and  Dr.  S.  J.  M.  Auld  ("  Proa,  Royal  Sqc,"  B,  76)  on 
the  hydrolysis  of  amygdalin  and  other  glucosides  by  yeast 
show  that  the  glucosides  which  are  thus  decomposed  are  those 
which  are  attacked  by  emulsin,  the  conditions  of  decomposi- 
tion, especially  as  regards  temperature,  being  similar  in  both 
cases.  Accordingly,  the  authors  say,  there  seems  to  bo  little 
room  for  doubt  that  the  glucosidolytic  activity  of  yeast  is  due 
to  the  secretion  of  emulsin  in  the  cells  of  the  plant. 

Praponal. — This  new  remedy  is  a  homologue  of  veronal 
already  well  known  as  a  safe  and  efficacious  hypnotic.  Veronal 
is  diethyl>barbituric  acid,  and  proponal  is  the  homologous 
dipropyl-barbituric  acid,  of  the  formula 

(C,H,)2C(COCH)(CONH)CO. 
It  is  a  white  crystalline  body,  melting  at  145°,  and  is  soluble  in 
70  parts  of  hot  water  at  boiling  temperature,  or  1,640  parts  of 
water  at  20°.    It  is  given  in  doses  of  2  to  8  grains,  and  induces 
sleep  under  normal  conditions  in  from  fifteen  to  forty  minutes. 

Veiatrum  Alkaloids — Accordingto  Bredeman("Apotheker 
Zeitung  ")  the  following  alkaloids  may  be  separated  from  the 
rhizome  of  Veratrum  album,  after  separation  of  the  veratrino 
and  jervine.  Rubijervine  crystallises  in  long  needle-shaped 
prisms  melting  at  234°— not  at  240°  to  246°,  as  stated  by  Salz- 
burger.  It  contains  one  molecule  of  water  of  crystallisation, 
and  ha,s  the  formula  assigned  to  it  by  Wright  and  Luff. 
CjiHoNOj+^O.  Pseudojervino  crystallises  in  six-sided 
tables,  melting  at  304°  (Wright  and  Luff  gave  299°),  and  con- 
tains no  water  of  crystallisation.  It  has  the  formula 
Cj9H,3NOr.  Protoveratrine  also  crvstallises  in  six-sided  plates, 
and  melts  at  245°  to  250°. 
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By  Xrayser. 


The  Alchemists  of  Teniers 

are  probably  the  truest  repre- 
sentations available  to  us  of  the  men  who,  rank  humbugs 
though  most  of  them  were,  did  in  fact  keep  the  lamp  of 
science  dimly  burning  through  several  hundreds  of  years. 
Teniers  painted  from  life.  His  pictures  of  Flemish  fairs  and 
tavern  interiors  are  universally  accepted  as  faithful  repro- 
ductions of  what  he  saw  about  him,  with  only  that  degree 
of  exaggeration  which  is  necessary  to  bring  out  the  salient 
features  of  the  scenes.  Why  should  we  not  equally  trust 
the  fidelity  of  his  alchemist  sketches?  But  this  reflection 
suggests  the  further  inquiry  whether  those  fusty  old  labora- 
tories which  he  shows  us  were  common  in  the  large  towns 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  or  had  they  to  be  sought? 
Were  they  known  and  open  to  the  public  gaze,  or  were 
they  hidden  away  in  back  sheds  or  in  lofts  and  garrets? 
Were  the  alchemists  recognised  as  such  by  their  fellow- 
citizens,  or  did  they  carry  on  their  tricks  or  their  re- 
searches, whichever  these  may  have  been,  surreptitiously 
and  clandestinely?  You  may  read  fifty  books  on  alchemy 
and  the  alchemists,  and  you  will  meet  with  the  same 
characters  and  incidents  in  all  of  them.  But  not  one  that 
I  know  of  will  introduce  you  to  a  real  ordinary  alchemist 
in  his  home  in  London  or  Paris  or  Antwerp.  Those  whose 
names  are  familiar  seem  to  have  had  no  homes.  They 
moved  from  capital  to  capital;  Court  favourites  one  day. 
locked  up  in  dungeons  a  little  later.  But  the  very  exist- 
ence of  these  stars  of  the  profession  argues  that  there  was 

An  Undistinguished  Crowd 

beneath  them.  There  is  no  evi- 
dence that  anybody  openly  ran  the  business.  There  was 
no  guild  of  alchemists  in  any  country  of  Europe.  Probably 
most  of  those  who  practised  the  art,  or  pretended  to, 
ostensibly  carried  on  some  other  trade — managing,  how- 
ever, to  let  it  be  known  that  they  were  "  adepts,"  and  only 
admitting  to  their  stuffy  dens  such  dupes  as  they  hoped  to 
swindle.  Henry  VI.  of  England,  when  his  funds  had  run 
very  low,  openly  invited  anyone  who  had  skill  in  alchemy 
to  help  him  by  the  .production  of  gold,  promising  exemp- 
tion from  the  severe  penalties  which  his  grandfather  had 
enacted  against  the  practitioners  of  the  art.  The  royal 
advertisement  attracted  "a  miscellaneous  rabble  of  friars, 
grocers,  mercers,  and  fishmongers."  The  quotation  is  from 
a  quotation  in  Disraeli's  "  Curiosities  of  Literature,"  and 
certainly  suggests  the  backstairs  practice.  Some  of  this 
rabble  possessed  skill  enough  to  provide  for  his  Majesty  a 
sufficiently  good  imitation  of  gold,  for  the  country  was 
flooded  with  false  coin  made  from  a  copper  amalgam 
which  caused  no  end  of  trouble.  Intelligent  people  did  not 
believe  in  these  impostors  three  or  four  hundred  years  ago, 
perhaps,  in  any  greater  proportion  than  they  do  now  in 
the  crystal-gazers  and  the  hand-readers.  Ben  Jonson's 
"  Alchymist,"  which  pleased  everybody,  delineated  an  un- 
mitigated rogue  whose  stock-in-trade  consisted  entirely  in 
his  command  of  the  jargon  of  the  profession.  When  a 
possible  client  is  announced  he  hastily  dons  his  velvet 
cloak  and  his  skull-cap,  and  calls  to  his  accomplice,  who 
pretends  to  be  his  servant,  directions  of  this  kind  :  "  Take 
away  the  recipient  and  rectify  your  menstrue  from  the 
phlegma.  Then  pour  it  on  the  Sol  in  the  cucurbite,  and 
let  them  macerate  together."  Plenty  of  other  writers 
satirised  the  pompous  pretensions  of  the  would-be  sage. 
As  time  went  on  the  gold-maker  merged  into  the  quack 
doctor  with  his  panacea,  and  this  probably  was  the  more 
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paying  game,  especially  as  the  results  could  not  be  so 
strictly  tested.  These  gentry  were  our  lineal  ancestors. 
Shakespeare's  Mantuan  apothecary  displays  a  tortoise,  a 
stuffed  alligator,  and  other  insignia  of  the  old  faith;  and 
until  recently  our  coloured  bottles  were  decorated  with 
planetary  symbols. 
Claas  Tilly, 

the  inventor  of  the  Haarlemsche  Medicamentum, 
may  have  been  one  of  these  latter  alchemists.  He  was 
flourishing  when  Teniers  was  painting,  and  it  is  a  pleasant 
fancy  that  he  may  have  been  the  original  of  one  of  the 
pictures  reproduced  in  the  C.  .(•  D.  Winter  Number  of 
1906.  wherein  also  appears  some  account  of  the  present 
position  of  his  apparently  deathless  discovery.  The  state- 
ment quoted  from  an  American  advertising  organ  that 
forty  million  bottles  of  the  genuine  Dutch  drops  are  sent 
out  annually  from  the  Haarlem  factory  is  certainly  a 
staggerer  even  in  these  days  when  everything  is  counted 
in  millions.  I  was  hardly  aware  that  there  were  any 
original  Dutch  drops  made.  I  had  supposed  that  the 
patent-medicine  houses  of  all  Christian  nations  had  stolen 
Mr.  Tilly's  rights  so  long  that  the  product,  with  its 
characteristic  bottles  and  quaint  circulars,  had  become 
common  property.  Are  not  those  circulars  and  battles 
purchasable  in  England  ?  Dickens  makes  a  curious  allusion 
to  Dutch  drops  in  "  Martin  Chuzzlewit."  The  malignant 
Jonas  Chuzzlewit  has  forced  a  quarrel  on  amiable  Tom 
Pinch,  and  Jonas  gets  a  nasty  cut  on  the  head.  "  Cold 
water,  brown  paper,  scissors,  a  piece  of  old  linen  ;  Charity, 
my  dear,  make  a  bandage,"  cries  Mr.  Pecksniff  as  he  held 
the  patient's  head  between  his  two  hands  as  if  without 
that  assistance  it  must  inevitably  come  in  half;  while 
Tom  "  in  his  guilty  agitation  shook  a  bottle  of  Dutch  drops 
until  they  were  nothing  but  English  froth."  The  humour 
of  the  reference  is  not  obvious. 
A  Professor  of  Ethics 

is  still  needed  in  pharmacy,  notwith- 
standing the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Mer- 
chandise-marks Acts,  which  have  done  so  much  to  make  us 
righteous.  Until  last  week  I  should  not  only  have  robbed 
Mr.  Tilly  of  his  rights  without  a  moment's  compunction,  but . 
if  it  had  not  been  for  Mr.  C.  S.  Ashton's  homily,  I  should 
hardly  have  realised  the  guilt  of  selling  stuff  labelled, 
perhaps  poetically,  "oleum  sambuci "  for  oil  of  bricks  or 
oil  of  swallows;-  I  should  not  have  done  this  with  exactly 
fraudulent  intent,  but  I  think  it  would  have  been  with  a 
misty  sort  of  idea  that  the  progress  of  science  justified  the 
substitution.  And  now  my  pharmaceutical  conscience  is 
disturbed  about  hartshorn  and  crabs'  eyes;  Epsom  salts. 
Turkey  rhubarb,  and  Peruvian  bark ;  dragon's  blood  and 
fluid  magnesia;  castor-oil  pills  and  calf's-foot  jelly.  Are 
any  of  these  just  what  they  purport  to  be? 

The  Member  for  Pharmacy, 

who  was  to  be  one  more  tax  on 
our  already  well-worn  purses,  was.  we  had  fondly  fancied, 
laid  to  rest  for  some  years  at  least  by  the  General  Election. 
"  An  excellent  idea,  Mr.  Gadd."  was  the  tone  of  most  of  the 
association  replies,  "but  unfortunately  we  can't  do  any- 
thing this  time;  would  you  mind  reminding  us  again  before 
the  next  election  ?  "  But  Mr.  Gadd  forestalls  this  flimsy 
attempt  to  escape.  "  Your  too-late  defence  answered  better 
than  it  deserved,"  he  says,  "  but  don't  now  try  on  the  too- 
early  excuse."  Jam  yesterday  and  jam  to-morrow,  but  never 
jam  to-day  is  not  good  enough  for  the  persistent  Secretary 
of  the  Federation.  But  it  is  not  quite  clear  what  Mr.  Gadd 
wants.  If  resolutions  will  satisfy  him,  these  can  most 
likely  be  supplied  in  any  reasonable  quantity  so  long  as  cash 
or  definite  promises  thereof  are  not  insisted  upon. 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


194 


THE  CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


February  3,  1906 


DISINFECTANTS. 

CDt  "Saniias"  Co.,  Mm., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  oE  the 
well'known  Non-poisonous 

"SANTAS"  PREPARATIONS. 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  In 
"Soldis,"   "  Okol,"   "  Creocide,"  "  Finos," 
"Klngzett'B  Patent   Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Salphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic   Fumigators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett'B  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash. 
"  Sanilat"  Pamphlet  arid  "Bow  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


WARRICK 
BROTHERS 

CAPSULE 
MAKERS, 


6  NILE  ST.,  CITY  RD.,   LONCON,  N. 


M ILO 


F  0  O  D 


NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

6  &  8   EASTCHEAP.  E.C. 


G,S.  MUMFORD, 


FARRINCDON 
LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/ J. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22  ,.* 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/ JL 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATEDCHALK 

25/'  c* 

Prsf  <  'l.-iLUr.t 

LINSEED  (TEA) 

18/ el 

EPSOM  SALTS.  E.S.S. 
Purified  ( Ilean  and  Dry 

Q/  * 

"I  cwt.  1 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(LiKht  t'nliurl 

15/ 

Finest  Lev  igated 
"  WHITE    EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes) 

18/0*t. 

LIQUORICE  POWRFR 

/7&/101b. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/e|Ll 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  £ 

Finest 
ARROW  ROOT 

1/ lb-  | 

2i  per  cent.  Discount   if  Cash  with  Order. 
•!<  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  2C0  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  up-wards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices.  | 

GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brmwory  s  LONDON,  N,W. 

Rankins  Ointment. 

P.A.T.A.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. 

The  Chemists'  Ointment. 

The  only  Effective  Ointment. 
The  Ointment  with  30  years'  reputation. 


IS  A  PART  2  POISON. 

And  may  NOT  be  sold  by  unqualified  dealers. 


Best  terms  and  advertising  matter  from 

RANKIN 


&  CO 


CHEMISTS, 

KILMARNOCK,  N.B. 


/•NEWFOUNDLAND^ 

COD    LIVER    OIL  I 

(Munn's  Pure  Refined). 


The  excellence  of  this  Oil  is  an  established  fact.  It  is 
preferred  for  its  purity,  its  brilliance  and  pale  colour,  its 
remarkable  absence  of  fishy  odour,  and  its  bland  taste. 
The  Exports  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  have  increased  almost  tenfold 
since  1902. 


The  New  Season's  (Autumn-fishing)  (Non-freezing) 
Medicinal  Oil  can  be  supplied  in  any  quantity 
for  shipment  to  any  part  of  the  British  Empire, 
European  Continent,  &c. 

For  SamiAes  and  Prices  address — 

W.  A.  MUNN,  ST.  JOHN'S,  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


M 

J 


JEbttonat  Comments. 


Wobbling. 


The  official  first  fruits  of  the  Rankin's  ointment  decision  have 
appeared  in  the  shape  of  four  pages  printed  as  a  supplement 
to  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal  "  of  January  27.  One  page 
is  a  reprint  of  the  "London  Gazette"  notice  of  July  last 
making  certain  additions  to  the  Schedule ;  the  second  page 
is  a  tabulated  list  of  poisons  within  the  meaning  of  the 
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Pharmacy  Act,  1868 ;  the  third  is  the  statutory  regulations 
for  the  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  of  poisons;  and  the 
fourth  comprises  "recommendations  in  regard  to  the  sale 
of  dangerous  articles  not  scheduled  as  poisons."  We  under- 
stand that  although  the  compilation  is  official  it  has  not  been 
submitted  to  or  approved  by  the  Council,  so  that  the  state- 
ment made  by  various  daily  newspapers  that  the  document 
is  issued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  is 
not  strictly  accurate.  It  is  well  that  this  should  be  noted, 
as  "official"  pronouncements  in  regard  to  the  Poisons 
Schedule  must  necessarily  carry  authority,  and  we  do  not 
think  the  Council  of  the  Society  can  be  prepared  to  endorse 
the  "Tabulated  List  of  Poisons"  as  printed  in  the  docu- 
ment.   There  the  item — 

"Every  compound  containing  a  poison  within 

the  meaning  of  the  Act  when  prepared  or  sold  for  the 

destruction  of  vermin  " 
appears  once  more  in  neither  part  of  the  Schedule,  but 
printed  by  itself  across  the  bottom  of  both  parts.  If  this 
were  to  be  taken  as  the  opinion  of  the  Council  there  would 
be  reason  for  the  strongest  possible  protest  against  so  com- 
plete failure  to  seize  and  apply  the  judgment  in  Brown  v. 
Leggett.  The  point  there  was  that  the  article  sold  (although 
containing  a  poison  included  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Schedule),  being  a  vermin-killer,  is,  in  accordance  with  the 
gazetted  resolution  of  December  21,  1869,  a  poison  in  the 
second  part,  and  this  contention  was  substantiated  by  the 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1870,  placing  vermin-killers  in  the 
second  part.  In  his  judgment  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  gave 
full  effect  to  this  when  he  said  : 

I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  the  Society  had  the  power 
to  make  the  Order  of  1869.  .  .  In  my  judgment  it  was  not 
ultra  vires  to  declare  that  an  article,  a  preparation  which 
contained  some  of  the  poisonous  matter,  but  was  not  a  mere 
mixture  of  a  poison  with  something  else,  was  to  go  into 
Part  2.  I  think  it  is  quite  impossible  to  overlook  the  legis- 
lation of  the  year  1870.  There  is  no  reason  why  in  such  a 
matter  as  the  sale  of  poisons  there  should  be  different  restric- 
tions or  different  powers  with  regard  to  one  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  another.  And  when  you  find  in  1869 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  made  this  Order,  in  which 
Order  they  had  purported,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  to  put 
into  the  second  part  of  the  Schedule  "  Every  compound  con- 
taining any  poison  within  the  meaning  of  '  The  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,'  when  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruction  of 
vermin  "  ;  and  that  Section  2  of  the  Act  of  1870  puts  into 
the  second  Schedule  in  terms  as  those  very  words,  I  think 
it  is  tantamount  to  a  recognition  of  the  power  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  make  that  Order,  because  then,  in 
England,  the  law  was  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  sunple- 
mented  by  the  Order  of  1869,  and  the  law  in  Ireland'  was 
the  statute  which  embodied,  so  far  as  it  had  then  gone,  the 
wisdom  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Justice  Ridley  said  : 

Clearly  the  question  hero  was  in  which  part  of  the 
Schedule  the  poison  in  this  case  fell.  If  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  power  to  pass  the  resolution  of  1869,  he  thought, 
on  the  argument  addressed  to  them,  it  properly  fell  within 
the  words  "  Every  compound  containing  any  poison  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  1868,  when  prepared  or 
sold  tor  the  destruction  of  vermin,"  and  not  within  the  first 
cart.  He  agreed  they  must  hold  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
had  power  to  make  the  Order. 

These  remarks  from  the  judgment  are  absolutely  conclusive. 
Mr.  Justice  Ridley's  remarks  particularly  disposing  of  the 
supposition  that  the  judgment  applies  solely  to  Rankin's 
ointment.  The  Court's  findings  were  that  vermin-killers 
are  in  Part  2,  and  in  consequence  Rankin's  ointment,  bein^ 
a  vermin-killer,  is  in  Part  2.  It  is  palpably  absurd  to 
suppose  that  the  judgment  applies  solely  to  Rankin's  oint- 
ment and  to  nothing  else  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  vermin.  We  understand  that  the  official  hesitation 
is  a  reflex  of  the  temporary  hesitation  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  which  gave  place  to  decided  emphasis,  in  regard  to 


the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  power  to  make  the  order  of 
1869,  and  the  Court's  recognition  of  the  special  knowledge 
of  the  Society  in  dealing  with  such  things.  And  sine  e,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Society  put  vermin-killers  in  Part  2, 
any  wobbling  now  on  the  Society's  part  must  prejudice  its 
authority  as  the  administrators  of  the  law.  It  may  be  that 
the  order  of  1869  is  out  of  date,  and  that  there  are  vermin- 
killers  which  should  be  in  Part  1.  If  that  is  the  reason  for 
the  "  wobble,"  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  can  soon  dispose 
of  it  by  recommending  the  addition  of  vermin-killers  con- 
taining strychnine  or  arsenic  to  the  first  part  of  the  Schedule. 
So  long  as  it  wobbles  it  annuls  the  weightiest  pronounce- 
ment regarding  its  authority  which  has  ever  been  given  to 
it  by  a  Court  of  law. 

The  fourth  page  of  the  "official"  compilation  has  been 
described  by  a  daily  paper  as  "  new  additions  to  the  list  of 
dangerous  drugs."  There  is  no  justification  for  this  state- 
ment, as  the  text  will  show  : 

Recommendations 

in  rcijard  to  the  sale  of  dangerous  articles  not  scheduled  as 
Poisons. 

Tho  following  articles  have  b:en  submitted  to  the  Privy 
Council  from  time  to  time  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
with  a  view  to  their  addition  to  Schedule  A  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868.  Although  the  official  sanction  of  the  department 
has  not  been  accorded,  registered  chemists  arc  strongly  recom- 
mended to  adopt  special  precautions  when  dealing  witli  these 
articles,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  cases  of  accidental 
poisoning. 

Acetanilide 

Amy  I  Nitrite 

Butyl  Chloral  Hydrate 

Calabar  Bean  and  its  1'rcparutions 

Cannabis  Indica  and  its  Preparations 

Colchicum  and  its  Preparations 

Derivatives  (poisonous)  of  Vegetable  Alkaloids  and  their 
Salts 

Elaterium  and  its  Salts 
Gclscmium  and  its  Preparations 
1'hcnaectiii 
Plicnazone 

Salts  (soluble)  of  Oxalic  Acid 
Strong  Hydrochloric  Acid 
Strong  Nitric  Acid 
Strong  Sulphuric  Acid 
Sulphonal 

Vermin  Killers  containing  free  Phosphorus 
In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  other  dangerous  articles- 
such  as  Strong  Solution  of  Ammonia,  Lead  Plaster  Potas- 
sium Bichromate,  Zinc  Sulphate,  Phosphorus  preparations, 
etc.— which  also  demand  special  precautions  on  tho  part 
of  registered  chemists. 

We  cannot  trace  in  the  official  records  any  occasion  on 
which  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  resolved  to  place  on  the 
Schedule  the  articles  printed  in  italics,  but  the  following, 
not  mentioned  in  the  above  list,  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Privy  Council,  and  not  approved  : 

In  1882. 

Solution  of  chloride  of  antimony 
Hellebore 

In  1886. 

Nitroglycerin  and  its  medicinal  preparations 

Digitalin  and  its  preparations 

Preparations  of  savin 

Nitrobenzol  and  its  preparations 

Lobelia  and  its  preparations 
It  is  interesting  to  note  as  a  specimen  of  the  perverseness 
of  the  Privy  Council  that  these  proposed  additions  of  1886 
were  actually  included  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Government 
Bill  of  1885,  as  were  also  soluble  oxalates— twice  refused 
admission  when  proposed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Apart  from  such  considerations,  we  take  the  quoted  "  re- 
commendations "  to  refer  solely  to  the  precautions  requisite 
in  distributing  the  articles  to  the  public  (a  commendable 
injunction),  and  the  list  is  not  to  be  taken  as  embodying 
a  class  of  articles  which  are  dangerous,  but  not  sufficiently 
so  to  require  the  statutory  qualification. 
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Thorium  and  Monazite. 

We  reported  last  week  that  the  Thorium  Syndicate  has  re- 
duced the  price  of  thorium  nitrate  from  53m.  to  27m.  per 
kilo.,  a  move  which  has  been  expected  for  seme  time  by 
those  interested  in  the  nitrate  in  this  country.    The  syndi- 
cate depends  for  its  supplies  of  the  mineral  monazite,  from 
which  the  nitrate  is  made,  on  the  deposits  occurring  along 
the  Brazilian  coast,  which  are  the  subject  of  a  concession 
by  the  Brazilian  Government  to  Messrs.  Gordon  &  de 
Freytas,  of  Hamburg.    These  sea-coast  deposits  are  un- 
doubtedly the  most  important  source  of  monazite  now 
known,  since  the  mineral  occurs  there  in  a  naturally  concen- 
trated state  in  fine  grains,  which  are  fairly  readily  soluble  in 
acids.    The  only  other  important  source  of  monazite  has 
been  until  recently  the  deposits  in  South  Carolina,  U.S.A., 
where  the  crude  material  from  which  the  monazite  is  ob- 
tained is  poorer  than  that  in  Brazil  and  requires  more  care- 
ful and  elaborate  concentration.    The  Carolina  monazite 
occurs,  moreover,  in  larger  grains,  and  is  stated  on  this 
account  to  be  rather  more  difficult  to  treat  for  thoria. 
These  Carolina  deposits  have  recently  passed  into  the  hands 
of  a  British  company  which  has  arranged  to  supply  mona- 
zite to  an  English  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists  for  con- 
version into  thorium  nitrate.    There  have  been  long  known 
to  exist  in  the  interior  of  Brazil  large  deposits  of  sands 
containing  monazite  which  have  been  until  recently  re- 
garded as  too  poor  to  be  worked.    The  principal  impurities 
occurring  with  monazite  are  ilmenite  and  magnetite,  both 
readily  separable  by  magnetic  machinery.    Such  magnetic 
methods  of  separating  minerals  have  been  applied  somewhat 
extensively  during  the  last  few  years,  and  it  has  been  found 
possible  by  this  means  to  prepare  from  these  poor  monazite 
deposits  in  the  interior  of  Brazil  a  concentrate  which  it 
will  pay  to  export  to  Europe  for  conversion  into  thorium 
nitrate.    Further,  it  is  stated  that  the  deposits  of  this  poor 
monazite  are  enormous,  while  the  coast  deposits,  on  which 
the  syndicate  at  present  relies  for  a  supply,  are  said  to  be  a 
diminishing  quantity,  and,  moreover,  the  present  conces- 
sionaires' hold  of  them  comes  up  for  reconsideration  by 
the  Brazilian  Government  in  a  year  or  two.    These  are 
probably  the  most  important  considerations  which  have  in- 
fluenced the  syndicate  in  lowering  prices  at  the  present 
moment ;  and  since  large  profits  have  been  made  during  the 
past  few  years  it  is  just  possible  that  further  reductions  may 
be  made  in  order  to  "nip  in  the  bud"  present  attempts  to 
work  the  Carolina  and  interior  Brazilian  deposits  on  behalf 
of  the  outside  firms.    It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  situation 
will  eventually  develop,  because  there  are  other  incalculable 
factors  to  be  taken  into  account.    The  discoveries  by  the 
Imperial  Institute  representatives  of  thorianite  in  Ceylon, 
and  of  monazite  in  South  Nigeria  and  in  Queensland,  are 
of  interest  in  this  connection.      The  total  amount  of 
thorianite  so  far  exported  from  Ceylon  is  not  large  (probably 
rot  more  than  3  tons,  which  will  furnish  about  1  per  cent, 
of  the  total  annual  demand  of  the  world  for  thorium 
nitrate),  but  unfortunately  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  output  of  thorianite  is  likely  to  increase  or 
decrease.    Similarly  the  Nigerian  and  Queensland  deposits 
of  monazite  are  stated  to  be  extensive  though  poor  in 
quality.    In  Queensland  the  cost  of  labour  would  probably 
make  concentration  unremunerative ;  but  in  Nigeria,  where 
there  is  an  intelligent  native  population,  something  of  this 
kind  might  be  attempted.    Altogether  it  looks  as  if  there  is 
at  last  a  chance  of  a  permanent  reduction  in  the  price  of 
thorium  nitrate.    This  is  gratifying  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  use  of  radio-active  substances  is  decidedly  on  the 
increase. 


Ceylon  Produce  in  1905. 

The  annual  figures  relating  to  the  exports  of  produce  from 
Ceylon  during  1905,  which  have  just  been  published,  show, 
with  one  or  two  slight  exceptions,  a  substantial  advance  on 
the  1904  figures,  and  taken  collectively  they  indicate  that 
the  agricultural  industries  of  the  island  are  progressing 
steadily.    The  over-production  in  cardamoms  has  ceasech 
the  exports  showing  a  decrease  of  103.802  lb.,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  the  total  being  820,276  lb.  Last 
year  India  took  practically  half  the  exports  (414,184  lb.), 
Great  Britain  was  second  with  274,515  lb.,  and  Germany 
third  with  181.124  lb.    Undoubtedly,  lessened  exports  last 
year  helped  to  bring  about  better  prices  in  all  markets;  but 
values  of  the  medium  and  lower  grades  are  still  compara- 
tively low,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  much-increased 
consumption  in  India  last  year,  matters  would  have  been 
worse.    It  is  surprising  to  find  an  increase  in  the  exports  of 
cinchona,  the  total  for  the  year  being  171,485  lb.,  against. 
130,968  lb.  in  1904  and  170.565  lb.  in  1903.    The  quantity 
is  of  no  importance,  and  the  value  is  less  than  Rs.  11,000. 
Both  citronella  and  cinnamon  oils  have  done  well,  the  figures 
showing  a  large  increase  in  shipments  over  the  two  previous 
years.    It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  Great  Britain 
is  not  increasing  her  business  in  citronella,  judging  from  the 
following  table  which  shows  the  distribution  for  1904  and 
1905  : 


United  Kingdom 

U.S.A  

Germany 
Australia 

France  

India 


1905 

1901 

Lb. 

Lb. 

393,700 

514,404 

606,706 

480,760 

393,331 

78,529 

60,288 

46,445 

11,925 

9,136 

3  615 

14,568 

The    shipments    to    other    countries    make    the  total 
1,282.471  lb.,  or  150.000  lb.  more  than  in  1904,  and  the 
total  value  was  about  Rs.  1,000,000.    It  is  apparent  that  the 
use  of  citronella  in  the  manufacture  of  cheap  soaps  is  in- 
creasing, which  fact  may  be  also  due  to  an  improvement  in 
the  quality.    The  suggestion  of  the  director  of  the  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens  of  Ceylon,  that  every  parcel  exported 
should  be  analysed  by  the  Government  analyst,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  borne  fruit.    The  cinnamon  bark  and  leaf  oils 
shipments  last  year  reached  the  large  total  of  112,287  oz., 
compared  with  51,748  oz.  in  1904,  the  chief  consumers  being 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  the  United  States.    Of  cinna- 
mon itself  Germany  is  by  far  the  largest  consumer,  her  im- 
ports last  year  amounting  to  820,401  lb.  and  931,191  lb.  of 
chips    out    of    a   total    of   2,899,873  lb.    of    bark,  and 
2,231,571  lb.  of  chips.    The  coconut-oil  exports  create  a 
fresh  record,  last  year's  shipments  showing  an  increase  of 
20  per  cent.    Altogether,  576,254  cwt.  was  exported,  com- 
pared with  463.352  cwt.  in  1904,  the   increased  output 
having  to  some  extent  been  caused  by  the  short  shipments 
of  copra,  and  the  decreased  demand  for  Ceylon  copra  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  excessive  shipments  from  the  Philip- 
pine Islands.    As  regards  distribution  of  the  oil  there  has 
been  a  remarkable  increase  of  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  excess  over  1904  being  79,126  cwt.,  while 
Austria,  Holland,  and  India  were  also  larger  buyers.  On  the 
other  hand,  shipments  to  Belgium,  France,  America,  and 
Germany  have  been  less — to  the  last-named  country  by 
8.190  tons.    The  Philippine  Islands  are  making  a  bid  for 
the  coconut-oil  business  under  the  apgis  of  American  capital, 
so  that  Ceylon  is  likely  to  have  a  formidable  rival  in  the  near 
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future.  Considering  that  in  1904  the  Philippines  exported 
over  38,000  tons  of  copra,  they  arc  well  supplied  with  raw 
material,  and,  as  was  noted  in  this  journal  last  week  (p.  110) , 
a  new  company  is  about  to  erect  the  first  factory  in  the 
islands.  The  bulk  of  the  output  will  no  doubt  j;o  to  the 
United  States,  where  it  may  possibly  compete  with  Ceylon 
oil.  Desiccated  coconut  is  now  a  largely  exported  article, 
practically  9.000  tons  or  155,000  cases  having. been  shipped 
last  year.  The  United  Kingdom  is  by  far  the  best  customer, 
taking  no  less  than  10,640.178  lb.,  the  United  States  and 
Germany  taking  the  second  and  third  places  respectively. 
Poonac  (the  refuse  of  the  nut  after  expression  of  the  oil), 
of  which  262,229  cwt.  were  exported,  was  all  absorbed  by 
Germany,  France,  and  Belgium,  not  a  single  pound  being 
shipped  to  London  last  year.  As  for  the  nuts  themselves, 
practically  eighteen  million  left  the  island,  being  1£  million 
in  excess  of  1904;  more  than  half  of  them  came  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  More  cocoa  was  shipped,  but  values  were  lower. 
Coffee  is  going  the  way  of  cinchona,  only  7,600  cwt.  being 
exported,  about  half  of  which  went  direct  to  Australia. 
Plumbago-mining  is  still  flourishing,  and  the  shipments  in 
1905  were  4,856  tons  in  excess  of  1904,  being  590.626  cwt. 
Thorianite  is  a  new  export  from  Ceylon,  the  total  values 
being  between  Rs.  60.000  and  Rs.  70.000,  which  amount  is 
likely  to  increase  this  year  ;  and  rubber,  about  which  planters 
in  Ceylon  are  going  crazy,  has  more  than  doubled  itself  in 
twelve  months,  the  exports  amounting  to  152,174  lb.,  against 
72.040  lb.  in  1904  and  41,684  lb.  in  1903.  The  United  King- 
dom is  the  chief  outlet,  Germany  being  second,  Belgium 
third,  and  the  United  States  fourth.  It  is  quite  probable 
the  exports  this  year  will  again  be  double,  as  19C5  witnessed 
considerable  extensions  in  planting,  it  being  estimated  that 
at  least  60,000  acres  are  now  in  cultivation. 


A  Final  Appeal. 

We,  like  most  people,  had  thought  the  last  word  had  been 
said  in  regard  to  the  House  of  Lords'  decision  of  1880  in  the 
pharmacy  company  case,  and  so  far  as  the  administration  of 
the  present  law  is  concerned,  the  last  word  was  said  long 
ago ;  but  the  experienced  contributor  who  has  written  the 
articles  published  in  our  last  issue  and  in  this  presents  an 
argument  and  points  out  facts  which  deserve  the  most  careful 
consideration  of  all  interested  in  this  subject — chemists  and 
companies  alike.    The  articles  require  to  be  read  patiently 
and  without  mental  distraction,  for  the  reasoning  is  so  close 
that  the  unthoughtful  may  get  the  impression  that  it  is 
involved.    Our  contributor's  articles  are  not  untimely,  but 
quite  the  contrary,  and  are  published  in  anticipation  of  the 
rcintroduction  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  considering  that  as 
the  final  appeal  from  the  decision  that  a  company,  which 
cannot  qualify  as  required  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  may  never- 
theless do  what  the  Act  says  shall  only  be  done  by  qualified 
persons.    The  articles  are  the  up-to-date  argument  for  the 
appellant,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  this  argument  includes 
several  points  not  hitherto  presented  so  forcibly.  First, 
although   a   company    cannot   be   a   "person"  contem- 
plated by  Section  1  of  the  Act,  because  it  is  incapable  of 
qualifying  as  therein  provided,  it  is  a  "person"'  within 
the  meaning  of  Sections  15  and  17,  because  it  can  do  all  the 
actions  or  things  therein  defined,  including  the  action  of 
selling,  this  being  clear  from  Section  17.   Without  repeating 
our  contributor's  arguments  we  suggest  that  they  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  should  be  placed  before  those  who  are  asked 
to  remedy  the  1880  decision,  and  this  can  be  done  best 
by  chemists  who  have  influence  with  members  of  Parlia- 
ment. We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  who  are  prepared  to 
undertake  this. 


The  Wail  of  the  Cod-fish. 

[Deliveries  of  the  new  season's  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  \\-c.ro 
made  m  Southwark  Street  on  Wednesday  forenoon  and 
samples  wore  deposited  at  42  Cannon'  Street  alnmst 
simultaneously.] 

A  little  while  we  gaily  sport, 

Aneath  the  ocean  bine. 
We  dance,  and  sing,  and  sigh,  and  court 

Our  sweethearts — just  like  you. 
But  soon  there  comes  the  awful  time 

From  which  our  thoughts  recoil. 
When  fish-nets  drag  the  oozy  slime, 
And  Scandinavians'  chanting  rhyme 
Bethink  them  of  our  oil. 

The  unsuspecting  codlets  leap 

For  very  joy  of  life, 
Nor  heed  that  Svolver  fishers  keep 

A  keen  and  deadly  knife. 
That  nigh  Finmarken  bronzed  men 

E'en  daily,  nightly  toil 
To  lure  us  to  some  artful  den  : 
For  Southwark  needs  our  livers  then 

To  boil  them  into  oil. 

From  Bergen  straight  to  Mincing  Lane 

The  cry  goes  "  Plenty  cod." 
And  brokers  whisper,  foolish,  fain, 

"  Good  harvest ;  very  odd, 
It  seems  to  me  if  this  goes  on 

Our  little  plans  they'll  foil  "  ;. 
And  eagerly  reports  they  con 
For  fear  that  prices  down  are  gene 

For  season's  liver  oil. 

And  far  Lofoten's  weekly  catch, 

And  Vardo's  daily  toll, 
As  keen  and  eagerly  they  watch 

As  if  it  were  "  the  poll.'' 
Alas  !  not  quite  two  weeks  ago 

(The  thought  it  makes  me  boil) 
My  brother  dear  was  here,  and  no 
One  thought  he'd  come  to  harm,  although 
Wiseacres  said,  "  I  told  you  so," 
And  whispered  grisly  tales  of  woe 
I  can't  repeat. 
For  Southwark  Street 

Must  have  cod-liver  oil. 

A  Reductio  ad  Absurdum  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

This  is  the  title  given  by  the  "Lancet"  to  the  following 
note  : 

The  announcement  was  recently  made  in  the  "  Financial 
Times"  that  a  company  had  been  registered  to  acquire  a 
druggist's  business  at  Newmarket  with  a  unique  directorate. 
Of  the  seven  gentlemen  holding  the  position  of  director  five 
are  professionally  connected  with  horse-racing;  they  are 
A.  D.  Sadler,  S.  Loates,  and  G.  Chaloner,  trainers  of  race- 
horses;  G.  H.  Martin,  jockey;  and  E.  Moore,  turf  com- 
mission agent;  the  remaining  two  directors  being  an 
auctioneer  and  a  butcher.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  board 
of  directors  is  singularly  lacking  in  members  possessed  of 
even  a  nodding  acquaintance  with  pharmacy  and  the  allied 
sciences.  The  situation  of  these  gentlemen  is  decidedly 
Gilbertian.  Are  we  to  think  that  they  have  been  chosen 
with  a  view  of  bringing  their  special  knowledge  to  bear  on 
any  branch,  however  remote  it  might  be,  of  the  art  of  phar- 
macy ?  The  "Financial  Times"  ironically  suggests  that 
this  may  bo  an  application  of  the  joint-stock  principle  to 
the  medical  treatment  of  horses,  and  that  the  butcher  and 
auctioneer  may  come  in  useful  after  the  other  "  druggists  " 
have  had  their  innings.  It  emphasises  an  anomaly  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  whereby  it  is  possible  for  limited 
companies  of  unqualified  persons  to  practise  as  druggists 
and  to  use  the  title  of  druggist.  The  only  safeguard  to 
the  public  consists  in  the  fact  that  the  assistants  employed  in 
the  shops  of  such  companies  must  possess  a  pharmaceutical 
qualification  in  order  to  sell  or  to  dispense  scheduled  poisons. 

Our  contemporary  is  singularly  lacking  in  grasp  of  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  and  the  laws  of 
other  branches  of  the  medical  art,  which  is  that  the  Prin- 
cipals must  in  all  cases  be  qualified.  If  the  principle  in  the 
last  sentence  of  the  quotation  were  applied  to  medicine  and 
dentistry  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  Ltd.,  Boots,  Ltd.,  and 
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any  other  limited  company  or  unqualified  individuals  could 
carry  on  practice  with  qualified  assistants.  Companies 
indeed  may  do  so  as  the  law  stands  at  present,  and  the  only 
thing  that  prevents  them  is  the  General  Medical  Council's 
power  to  deal  with  such  assistants  for  infamous  conduct  in 
a  professional  respect. 

Trypsin  in  Cancer. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  we  print  a  paper  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Gamble,  Ph.G.  on  this  subject,  and  in  connection  therewith 
may  give  the  latest  observations  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Shaw-Mac- 
kenzie, communicated  to  the  "British  Medical  Journal" 
last  week.    He  says  his  method  of  treatment  is  as  follows  : 

1.  To  give  sugar  in  excess. 

2.  To  give  pancrcatin  or  trypsin  in  increasing  doses  directly 
by  the  mouth.  The  liq.  trypsin  (Allen  &  Hanburys)  in  1  to 
2  drachm  doses  three  times  a  day  in  a  little  water  immediately 
before  meals,  or  glycerole  of  pancreatin  (Armour).  As  an 
aid  I  have  latterly  been  using  in  drachm  doses  a  preparation 
of  intestinal  glands  containing,  as  I  understand,  "secretin," 
supplied  by  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  alternately  with  the 
liq.  trypsin. 

3.  Pigments,  solutions,  suppositories,  and  pessaries  in 
various  strengths  for  outward  application,  rectal,  and  uterine 
use. 

4.  To  give  injections  of  trypsin  subcutaneously  as  near  the 
growth  as  possible  in  sound  tissue,  in  increasing  dosage  and 
strength.  I  usually  begin  with  ixv  of  a  2  per  cent,  strength, 
and  increase  by  n\v  every  other  day,  preceded  by  a  few  drops 
of  one-tenth  of  a  grain  of  eucainc  solution  ;  the  latter,  to- 
gether with  a  small  niece  of  ice  applied  to  the  surface  previous 
to  insertion  of  the  needle,  obviates  all  pain.  I  have  not  gone 
beyond  a  4  per  cent,  strength  of  trypsin.  The  original 
chemical  experiments  were  undertaken,  and  sterile  solutions 
of  trypsin  suitable  for  hypodermic  use,  in  various  strengths, 
prepared  for  me  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble,  and  are  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  is  of  opinion  there  is  much  more  still  to  be 
done  in  perfecting  this  treatment.  So  far  as  results  are 
concerned,  it  necessarily  requires  many  cases  and  time  to 
determine  its  precise  value  and  limitations.  Nevertheless, 
repeated  observation  has  convinced  him  and  others  that 
shrinkage  of  growth  has  occurred,  and  does  occur,  with 
relief  of  pain  and  unequivocal  improvement  in  general 
nutrition,  appetite,  and  weight.  In  far  advanced  and  hope- 
less cases  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that  not  much 
more  than  relief  of  pain  is  to  be  expected. 

"Q.P." 

There  are  few  of  the  ills  that  afflict  man  more  terrible 
than  general  paralysis  of  the  insane.  It  has  commonly  been 
regarded  as  an  aftermath  to  syphilis,  but  many  cases  occur 
which  have  no  connection  with  that  scourge,  so  far  as  the 
individual  is  concerned,  overwork  or  overstrain  being  in 
these  the  only  apparent  cause.  New  light  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  trouble  by  Dr.  W.  Ford  Robertson,  of  Edinburgh, 
in  a  Morison  Lecture  delivered  on  January  26  in  the  hall 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh.  He  dealt 
chiefly  with  the  results  of  an  experimental  inquiry  into  the 
action  of  the  living  blood  upon  pure  cultures  of  diphtheroid 
bacilli  isolated  from  cases  of  general  paralysis.  He  and  Dr. 
McRae  were  led  to  take  up  this  study  because  they  had  had 
reason  to  suspect  that  certain  indistinct  granular  or  rod-like 
bodies  observed  in  the  blood  and  in  the  brain  of  the  general 
paralytic  were  really  diphtheroid  bacilli  that  had  been 
altered  by  the  lysogenic  or  solvent  action  of  the  blood. 
They  found  that  the  power  of  the  white  blood-corpuscles  of 
the  general  paralytic  to  dissolve  the  bacilli  is  distinctly  in- 
creased above  the  normal.  They  determined  that  similar 
processes  occur  in  the  tissues  and  body  fluids  of  the  general 
paralytic.  Diphtheroid  bacilli  in  various  stages  of  dissolu- 
tion are  present  in  great  numbers  in  the  areas  of  acute  in- 
flammation commonly  observed  in  the  lungs  of  general  para- 
lytics dying  in  congestive  attacks.    The  same  organisms  in 


various  stages  of  disintegration  were  found  in  the  walls  of 
the  vessels  of  the  brain,  also  in  the  blood  of  the  living 
patient,  especially  during  congestive  attacks,  and  in  the 
cerebro  spinal  fluid.  They  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  pure 
cultures  of  a  diphtheroid  bacillus  from  the  blood  of  the 
living  general  paralytic  in  four  cases,  and  from  the  cerebro- 
spinal fluid  in  two.  Dr.  Robertson  deferred  mention  of 
other  observations  until  the  third  lecture,  in  which  he  en- 
endeavoured,  on  the  ground  of  the  results  of  these  investiga- 
tions, to  formulate  new  and  definite  conclusions  regarding 
the  pathology  of  general  paralysis  and  tabes  dorsalis.  The 
third  lecture  was  delivered  on  January  29.  Dr.  Robertson 
said  that  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  to 
persons  whose  mucous  membranes  are  in  a  healthy  state 
diphtheroid  bacilli  are  quite  innocuous.  It  is  only  in 
mucous  membrane  that  has  been  the  seat  of  a  long-standing 
inflammatory  process  that  the  bacillus  can  begin  to 
invade  the  tissues,  and  until  there  is  such  invasion  it  is 
probable  that  there  is  very  little  toxic  action.  There  are 
many  predisposing  causes  which  act  in  a  very  similar  way, 
but  probably  the  most  important  are  chronic  alcoholism  and 
the  excessive  use  of  nitrogenous  foods.  Dr.  Robertson, 
speaking  of  treatment,  said  there  is  some  hope  that  an  anti- 
serum may  be  of  use,  and  it  is  to  be  tried. 

Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry. 

Official  particulars  in  Italian,  French,  German,  and  Eng- 
lish have  now  been  published  of  the  Sixth  International 
Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry,  which  is  to  be  held  in 
Rome  from  April  26  to  May  3.  The  Pharmaceutical  Section 
does  not  promise  much  of  exceptional  interest.  The  Presi- 
dent of  it  is  to  be  Dr.  Luigi  Balbiano,  professor  in  the 
University  of  Rome,  with  M.  Hermann  Durst,  pharmacist, 
Dr.  R.  Ruggero,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Wall,  pharmacist,  Rome, 
as  Secretaries.  The  list  of  papers  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Section  is  not  particularly  inviting,  but  may  be  better. 
The  Congress  will  begin  with  a  social  meeting  of  the 
members  in  the  evening  of  April  25.  The  official  opening 
meeting  will  be  held  the  next  morning.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  the  meetings  of  the  various  sections  will  commence, 
and  will  continue  until  May  2.  During  the  Congress  lec- 
tures on  general  subjects  will  be  delivered  by  Professor 
Henri  Moissan,  Sir  William  Ramsay,  and  Dr.  Otto  N. 
Witt.  On  Sunday,  April  29,  an  excursion  will  be  made 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  and  there  will  on  other  days 
be  an  excursion  to  Sicily,  with  the  object  of  visiting  a 
sulphur-mine,  the  salt-works  of  Trapani,  and  the  wine- 
factories  of  Marsala,  and  another  excursion  to  the  Island 
of  Elba  and  the  boric  "  Soffioni "  of  Tuscany.  The  final 
general  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  3.  It  is  proposed  by 
the  Joint  Committee  representing  the  United  Kingdom  to 
invite  the  Congress  to  hold  the  seventh  meeting  in  London. 
Any  English  chemists  desiring  to  attend  the  meeting  in 
Rome  should  address  the  Hon.  General  Secretary  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  Mr.  Charles  G.  Cresswell,  Palace 
Chambers,  9  Bridge  Street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 


Brought  rp  on  It. — Mark  Twain  recently  celebrated  his 
seventieth  birthday.  A  few  of  his  friends  entertained  him, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  speech  the  humourist  said  :  "  Since  I 
was  seven  years  old  I  have  seldom  taken  a  dose  of  medicine, 
and  have  still  seldomer  needed  one.  But  up  to  seven  I  lived 
exclusively  on  allopathic  medicines.  Not  that  I  needed  them, 
for  I  don't  think  I  did  ;  it  was  for  economy.  My  father  took  a 
drug-store  for  a  debt,  and  it  made  cod-livor  oil  cheaper  than 
the  other  breakfast  foods.  We  had  nine  barrels  of  it,  and  it 
lasted  me  seven  years.  Then  I  was  weaned.  The  rest  of  the 
family  had  to  get  along  with  rhubarb  and  ipecac  and  such 
things,  because  I  was  the  pet.  I  was  tho  first  Standard  Oil 
trust.  I  had  it  all.  By  the  time  tho  drug-store  was  exhausted 
my  health  was  established,  and  there  has  never  been  much  tho 
matter  with  me  since." 
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Minter  Session  of  Chemists'  Xoeal  associations. 


The  Business  Done. 

Ten  meetings  of  a  serious  nature  are  reported  this  week, 
showing  that  Association  members  have  recovered  from 
Christmas  festivities.  The  growing  question  at  Associa- 
tion meetings  is  the  effort  to  get  Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.  to  protect  the  prices  of  their  goods  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  method.  Barnsley.  Burnley,  Bristol,  and  Cardiff 
have  discussed  the  matter.  Useful  notes  on  urine-analysis 
were  given  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Paterson,  B.Sc..  to  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Bellamy,  the  new 
President  of  the  Cardiff  Association,  discoursed  in  interest- 
ing vein  on  the  origin  of  pharmacy  and  medicine.  Mr. 
H.  W.  Gadd  spoke"  to  public  dispensers  on  efficiency  in 
pharmacy,  and  Mr.  Marsden's  address  to  the  Liverpool 
Association  was  a  botanical  and  literary  treat— it  dealt 
with  Norwegian  botany. 

Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel. 
Barnsley,  on  Thursday,  January  25.  After  a  discussion 
on  privately  protected  proprietaries,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  passed  : 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Barnsley  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  expresses  its  disapproval  of  the  action  of  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co.  in  refusing'  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.. 
and  considers  the  profit  on  their  goods  is  insufficient  and 
their  system  of  protection  ineffectual. 


Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
the  Constitutional  Club  Rooms  on  January  25,  Mr.  Win. 
Barron  (President)  in  the  chair,  the  other  members  present 
being  Messrs.  Freshfield  Reynolds,  L.  L.  Stroud,  J.  Stewart, 
J.  Chambers,  A.  Hill.  W.  II.  Hill,  F.  J.  Palmer,  A.  C. 
Saxby,  C.  H.  James,  T.  Dolman,  W.  H.  Hawley,  W.  T. 
Slatter,  H.  Wilkins,  and  J.  A.  Thomas  (Hon.  Secretary). 

The  following  officers  were  re-elected  :  Mr.  Wm.  Barron, 
President ;  Messrs.  Freshfield  Reynolds  and  L.  L.  Stroud 
Vice-Presidents;  F.  T.  Palmer,  Treasurer;  J.  A.  Thomas, 
Secretary;  and  H.  Wilkins,  Auditor,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed being  Messrs.  J.  Chambers,  J.  Stewart,  W.  H.  Hill, 
H.  B.  Clark,  and  C.  H.  James.  Mr.  W.  H.  Hill  proposed, 
and  Mr.  F.  T.  Palmer  seconded,  that  the  Association  renew 
their  subscription  of  21.  2s.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. — Eight  new  members  were  elected, 
making  the  total  membership  sixty-four. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  January  24,  at  9.15  p.m.,  Mr.  Alexander 
McCutcheon  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  business  of 
the  evening  was  a  lecture  by  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  on 
"The  Scientific  and  Technical  Uses  of  Ethyl  Alcohol." 
This  was  illustrated  by  a  series  of  experiments  dealing 
with  the  production  and  properties  of  aldehyde,  ether, 
chloral,  chloroform,  and  iodoform,  and  with  the  uses 
of  alcohol  as  a  solvent  and  as  a  fuel.  It  was  pointed  out 
how  great  benefit  would  accrue  if  ethyl  alcohol  could  be 
used  industrially  as  freely  as  any  other  chemical  substance ; 
and  the  disadvantages  attending  the  high  taxation  for 
revenue  purposes,  and  the  stringent  regulations  necessi- 
tated by  considerations  of  public  order  and  well-being,  were 
strongly  emphasised. 


Burnley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  January  25,  Mr.  J. 
Brown  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Economising. — It  was  decided  not  to  renew  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Burnley  and  District  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as 
the  President  is  a  member. 

Parliamentary. — Mr.  Brown  submitted  the  answers  re- 
ceived from  the  candidates  for  Burnley  and  the  Clitheroe 


division  in  regard  to  the  questions  put  to  them  concerning 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  sale  of  poisons.  Those  from 
the  two  successful  candidates,  Mr.  Maddison  and  Mr. 
Shackleton,  were  considered  as  favourable  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. 

"Tabloid"  Trouble.— A  resolution  was  passed  ex- 
pressing disapproval  of  the  action  of  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  in  refusing  to  join  the  P.A.T.A..  and  de- 
claring that  their  system  of  protection  is  ineffectual.  Jt 
was  also  decided  to  write  to  Messrs.  Woodward,  of  Notting- 
ham, asking  them  to  join  the  P.A.T.A. 


North  Kent  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Mortar  Hotel,  Woolwich, 
on  Thursday,  January  25,  Mr.  W.  E.  Goff  (President)  in 
the  chair. 

Sale  of  Poisons. — After  the  usual  routine  business.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Wing  (Woolwich)  introduced  a  discussion  relative  to 
the  practice  observed  in  retailing  certain  preparations  con- 
taining small  proportions  of  powerful  poisons,  and  moved — 

That  preparations  used  for  internal  administration,  con- 
taining low  percentages  of  powerful  poisons,  now  in  Part  I. 
of  the  Poison  Schedule,  such  as  Easton's  syrup.  Fellows' 
syrup,  compound  syrup  of  hypophosphates,  etc..  be  placed 
in  Part  II..  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  to  the 
Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations. 

Mr.  A.  Stooke  (New  Brompton)  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Representation  of  Pharmacy  in  Parliament  was 
then  further  considered,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  stated  that 
he  had  already  received  payment  of  some  of  the  subscrip- 
tions promised  at  the  last  meeting  at  Gravesend.  A  strong 
opinion  was  expressed  that  it  is  most  essential  that  a  Par- 
liamentary Fund  should  be  energetically  promoted  through- 
out the  country  forthwith,  and  it  was  decided — 

That  all  moneys  collected  from  members  of  the  North 
Kent  Association  for  the  proposed  Parliamentary  Fund  be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  of  Exeter,  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Federation  of  Pharmaceu- 
tical Associations,  to  bo  deposited  with  responsible  bankers, 
until  such  time  as  the  subscribers  may  meet  to  appoint 
trustees  to  administer  the  fund. 

The  meeting  approved  of  the  suggested  arrangements  for 
the  third  annual  dinner  at  the  Clarendon  Royal  Hotel. 
Gravesend,  on  Wednesday,  April  4,  at  which  it  is  hopeei 
the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  be  able  to 
be  present. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  Janu- 
ary 25,  the  President  being  in  the  chair.  Those  present 
numbered  eighteen.  Mr.  Lownsbrough  warned  the  members 
of  the  possibility  of  confusing  jothion,  the  new  iodine  pre- 
paration, with  ichthyol  in  a  badly-written  prescription . 
Mr.  J.  J.  Paterson,  B.Sc,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospitaf. 
gave  the  members  a  practical  talk,  similar  in  nature  to  his 
recent  dental  lecturette,  on 

Urine  and  Ferine-analysis, 
illustrated  by  blackboard  diagrams,  specimens,  and  ex- 
periments. Urine-analysis  is  a  side-line  which  has  th^ 
advantage  to  the  chemist  of  increasing  his  intercourse  with 
medical  men.  There  are  no  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
testing,  and  the  chemist  is  well  qualified  to  undertake'  the 
work.  He  should  know  something  of  the  physiology  and 
pathology  of  urine,  and  these  aspects  of  the  subject  were 
clearly  outlined  by  Mr.  Paterson.  The  extraction  of 
waste  matters  from  the  tissues  of  the  body  and  their  carriage 
to  the  kidneys  for  excretion  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the 
blood.  The  chief  waste  matter  is  urea,  which  has  been 
termed  the  "ashes  of  protoplasm,"  as  it  is  the  product  of 
broken-down  proteid  matter.  The  two  main  blood-vessels 
leading  into  the  kidneys  are  the  renal  artery  and  the  renal 
vein,  which  break  up  there  into  bunches  of  smaller  blood- 
vessels and  capillaries,  ending  in  nodules.    These  nodules 
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are  surrounded  by  cellular  capsules,  from  which  run  the 
renal  tubules  to  the  two  ureters  leading  to  the  bladder. 
Water  is  filtered  from  the  blood  by  the  capsules,  and  urea 
and  certain  other  solids  by  the  tubules.  Normally,  urine 
falls  into  the  bladder  at  the  rate  of  one  drop  every  three  or 
four  seconds,  but  the  quantity  excreted  varies  greatly  even 
in  health.  For  instance,  in  hot  weather  urine  is  scanty  and 
highly  coloured  because  a  large  amount  of  moisture  is  ex- 
creted by  the  skin,  increasing  the  concentration  of  the  urine. 
Other  physical  conditions  have  analogous  effects.  In 
disease  the  cells  and  tubules  of  the  kidneys  are  frequently 
attacked,  and  then  they  allow  other  than  waste  matters  to 
pass  into  the  urine,  such  as  albumin  in  Bright's  disease  and 
sugar  in  diabetes.  In  testing  urine  an  8-oz.  or  10-oz. 
sample  from  the  mixed  urine  of  twenty-four  hours  should  be 
used.  Mr.  Paterson  described  and  carried  out  the  more 
important  tests  as  used  in  the  hospitals.  The  common 
hospital  test  for  albumin  is  coagulation  by  acidifying  a 
sample  of  the  urine  in  a  test-tube  and  heating.  The  tube  is 
heated  at  the  top  so  that  comparison  of  the  coagulate  with 
the  cold  urine  at  the  bottom  can  be  made.  Mr.  Paterson 
thinks  this  method  is  preferable  to  the  cold  nitric-acid  test 
for  ordinary  use.  For  the  quantitative  estimation  Esbach's 
albuminometer  is  sufficient  for  clinical  purposes.  Sugar  is 
estimated  by  the  reduction  of  Fehling's  solution.  Blood  is 
detected  in  hospital  practice  by  the  blue  ring  which  forms 
at  the  junction  of  a  layer  of  ozonic  ether  and  a  few  cubic 
centimetres  of  urine  to  which  has  been  added  previously  a 
few  drops  of  tr.  guaiaci — not  the  B.P.  article,  but  the  plain 
solution  in  spirit.  Discussion  followed,  and  the  meeting 
closed  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks. 


Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

On  January  24  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was 
held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Bristol,  Mr.  A.  L.  Taylor  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  There  was  a  representative  attendance 
of  members.  The  Hon.  Treasurer  reported  that  the 
accounts  for  the  past  year  had  been  audited  and  he  had  a 
balance  of  over  3/.  10s.  in  hand. 

The  New  Officers. — The  election  of  officers  for  the  year 
1906  then  took  place,  and,  in  accordance  with  a  recent  rule 
of  the  Association,  the  Vice-President  assumed  the  office  of 
President,  the  Hon.  Secretary  that  of  Vice-President,  the 
Assistant  Hon.  Secretary  that  of  Secretary,  and  the  retiring 
President  that  of  Hon.  Treasurer.  Unfortunately  an  ex- 
ception to  this  rule  had  to  be  made  this  year  as  Mr.  Hill 
(Assistant  Hon.  Secretary)  could  not  see  his  way  to  take 
over  the  secretarial  duties,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Nethercott  was 
unanimously  elected  Secretary.  The  officers  are  thus  : 
President,  Mr.  H.  E.  Boorne ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  T. 
Grant;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  T.  Nethercott;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  L.  Taylor.  It  was  decided  to  ask  Mr. 
Trebilco  to  become  Assistant  Hon.  Secretary. 

Prospective. — Mr.  Taylor  then  vacated  the  chair  in 
favour  of  the  newly  elected  President.  Regret  was  ex- 
pressed that  it  had  not  been  found  possible  to  arrange  for  a 
combined  whist-drive  between  the  Cardiff  and  Bristol  Asso- 
ciations during  this  winter,  but  the  question  of  a  picnic 
together  during  the  coming  summer  was  very  favourably 
received,  a  trip  down  channel  to  one  of  the  North  Devon 
resorts  being  a  suggestion  thrown  out  by  one  member.  It 
was  decided  to  have  a  supper  and  smoking-concert  this  year 
at  the  Royal  Hotel,  instead  of  the  annual  dinner,  as  many 
of  the  city  chemists  were  unable  to  leave  their  businesses 
sufficiently  early  to  attend  a  dinner,  and  by  this  means  it 
was  hoped  more  of  the  members  would  be  brought  together. 

Tea,  Specimens,  and  Tabi.oids. — On  the  occasion  of  the 
divisional  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  held  in 
Bristol  last  year,  tea  was  provided  for  the  visitors  who 
attended,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  cost  of  this  tea  should 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  in  hand,  instead  of  by  special 
subscription. 

The  library  and  materia-medica  collection  belonging  to  the 
Association  still  remains  at  the  University  College;  but  as 
the  meetings  of  the  Association  are  not  held  there  now,  it 
has  been  felt  that  the  College  authorities  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  find  house  room  for  them  any  longer.  No  decision 
was.  arrived  at  as  to  what  should  be  done,  and  further  dis- 
cussion was  left  over  till  the  next  meeting.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Associations  had 


written  calling  attention  to  a  resolution  recently  passed  by 
the  London  Chemists'  Association  with  regard  to  the  action 
of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  in  refusing  to  protect 
the  prices  of  their  goods  by  putting  them  upon  the  P.A.T.A. 
list.  Mr.  Grant  also  reported  that  he  had  received  copies 
of  correspondence  which  had  passed  between  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary of  the  Eastbourne  Chemists'  Association  and  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  on  the  same  subject.  Several 
members  present  expressed  their  views,  and  all  appeared  tc 
agree  that  the  profits  from  the  sale  of  this  firm's  specialities 
were  not  sufficiently  remunerative. 


Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  new  session  of  the  above 
Association  was  held  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Wednes- 
day afternoon.  Mr.  W.  R.  Hopkins  (Barry),  who  occupied 
the  chair,  spoke  of  the  great  interest  taken  throughout  the 
country  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  which  he  attributed  to  the 
untiring  efforts  of  the  member  for  Wales  (Mr.  A.  Hagon). 
The  Chairman  said  it  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Asso- 
ciation is  numerically  stronger  than  ever  it  was — a  circum- 
stance which  he  put  down  to  the  faithfulness  of  its  officers. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

The  New  President. — Mr.  A.  J.  Bellamy,  on  taking  the 
chair,  thanked  the  members  for  the  great  honour  they  had 
conferred  upon  him.  He  proceeded  to  deliver  his  inaugural 
address,  commencing  by  tracing  the  origin  of  pharmacy  and 
medicine  to  Fetishistic  philosophy.  The  Egyptians  early 
made  some  advance  in  the  treatment  of  human  ailments,  as 
was  shown  by  prescriptions  taken  from  the  Ebers  Papyrus 
3300  B.C.  The  Chinese,  Assyrians,  Greeks,  and  Romans 
also  made  great  strides  in  the  systematic  treatment  of 
disease.  The  Chinese  were  especially  interesting,  as  they 
probably  employed  the  same  methods  t-Orday  as  were  used 
by  them  centuries  ago.  In  Europe  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  pharmacy  started  with  the  Greeks,  a  temple  of  medicine 
being  founded  1130  B.C.  Passing  on  to  the  Christian  era,  he 
mentioned  that  Menecrates  a.d.  7  invented  diachylon 
plaster,  which  is  literally  plaster  with  juices;  while  Archi- 
genes,  his  successor,  used  opium  in  dysentery.  Dioscorides 
in  the  second  century  used  elm-bark  in  skin-diseases,  and 
also  described  a  method  of  collecting  the  opus  or  juice  of 
Papaver  sativum  by  scarification,  which  is  identical  with 
that  employed  at  the  present  time.  Galen — born  a.d.  131 — 
first  secured  the  aroma  of  plants  by  distillation.  The 
earliest  pharmacal  body  on  record  (continued  the  Presi- 
dent) was  that  formed  at  Bruges  in  1297,  while  the  earliest 
Pharmacopoeia  was  that  of  the  German  Valerius  Cordus. 
which  was  published  in  a.d.  1561,  more  than  sixty  years 
before  our  own  London  Dispensatory.  In  our  own  country, 
Dunstan  (afterwards  canonised)  studied  alchemy  and  magic. 
The  chemical  researches  at  the  monasteries  in  feudal  times 
were  all  in  one  direction,  the  elixir  of  life  and  the  philoso- 
pher's stone  representing  the  summvm  bonum  of  their 
ambftions.  The  President  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  this  country  since  the  sixteenth 
century,  especially  referring  to  the  curious  things  prescribed 
and  the  foundation  of  medical  corporations,  incidentally 
mentioning  that  Anne  Boleyn's  cousin  was  an  apothecary 
who  laid  down  rules  for  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  most  of 
which  might  be  applied  at  the  present  day.  For  instance, 
the  apothecary  had  to  see  that  his  shop  pleased  the  senses, 
that  his  mortars,  glasses,  etc.,  were  clean  and  sweet,  that 
he  neither  bought  nor  sold  rotten  drugs,  and  only  meddled 
in  his  own  vocation.  In  his  peroration  the  President  drew 
lessons  from  these  past  times  to  remedy  the  undesirable 
conditions  of  to-day.  If  chemists  are  to  advance,  he  said, 
they  must  combine.  Things  which  were  quite  up  to  date 
a  decade  or  so  ago  are  now  obsolete.  They  are  in  danger 
of  becoming  non-existent  as  a  class.  Unless  they  bear  these 
things  in  mind  and  act  upon  them  they  will  be  superseded 
by  men  who  are  more  virile,  even  as  those  in  the  last  century. 

Thanks  and  a  Protest. — The  President  afterwards  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hopkins  for  his  services 
during  the  past  year,  observing  that  he  had  filled  the  chair 
with  conspicuous  grace.— Mr.  A.  Hagon  seconded  the 
motion.  He  took  exception  to  the  compliments  paid  him 
by  the  President,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  activity 
displayed  throughout  the  country  in  pharmacy  matters  had 
been  due  to  the  ability  and  popularity  of  the  President  of 
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the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  that  it  was  to  Mr.  Robin- 
son that  credit  should  be  given  for  the  wonderful  reinvigora- 
tion  of  the  craft. — The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Leo 
Joseph,  and  carried,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  briefly  acknowledged 
the  compliment. 

B.  W.  &  Co.'s  Prices. — The  Secretary  read  a  communica- 
tion on  this  subject  from  the  Federation,  in  which  several 
Associations  are  moving,  and  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  deferred. 

The  Annual  Dinner 
of  the  Association  and  friends  took  place  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  A.  J.  Bellamy,  who  was  supported  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  Hughes).  Mr.  J.  W.  Brace,  M.P.. 
and  Mr.  Walter  Hills.  The  loyal  toasts  included  that  of 
Parliament,  to  which  Mr.  Brace  responded,  expressing 
the  hope  that  the  new  Government  would  give  some  relief 
from  the  burden  of  taxation.  The  toast  of  "  The  City  and 
Trade  of  Cardiff  "  (given  by  Mr.  Leo  Joseph)  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  that  of  "The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society"  (Mr.  J.  Reynolds  proposing)  by  Mr. 
Hills  and  Mr.  Hagon. 

At  intervals  during  the  evening  the  "  City  Quartette." 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Carston,  gave  a  selection 
of  songs,  etc.,  to  the  accompaniment  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Angle  : 
Miss  Ethel  Jones  and  Miss  L.  Proud  also  assisted  in  the 
entertainment. 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
St.  Bride  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.G.,  on  January  31, 
Mr.  R.  Wei  ford  presiding. 

The  Past  Year. — The  report  of  the  Secretary  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Wei  ford,  as  retiring  Chairman  of  Council, 
reviewed  the  work  of  the  past  year.  He  referred  briefly  to 
the  lecture  on  "Morocco"  given  by  Signorita  Christopher 
Nweena.  the  paper  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  (which  Mr.  Wel- 
ford  said  would  be  ranked  as  a  pharmaceutical  classic),  the 
lectures  by  Dr.  Harrison  Martindale  and  Mr.  F.  Goldby, 
and  the  excellent  paper  by  Mr.  Hermann  C.  T.  Gardner. 
The  visit  of  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  to  one  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Association  was  also  referred  to. 

Election  of  Officers. — Mr.  Wei  ford  intimated  that  Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  M.P.,  had  again  consented  to  act  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association,  an  announcement  that  was  received 
with  much  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Idris  was  thereupon  formally 
re-elected  President,  the  other  officers  elected  being  :  Chair- 
man of  Council,  Mr.  H.  C.  T.  Gardner;  Vice-Chairman. 
Mr.  R,  Welford;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  H.  Hewitt; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  H.  Leadbeater ;  Council.  Messrs. 
W.  Duff,  W.  E.  Miller,  G.  W.  Lindsay,  T.  Whitmore  Peck, 
G.  Phillips,  and  F.  J.  Sproston. 

Congratulations  and  Thanks.— Votes  of  thanks  were 
cordially  given  to  the  retiring  officers  for  the  past  year,  and 
a  special  vote  to  Mr.  Welford  for  his  services  as  Chairman. 
Mr.  Welford,  having  replied,  vacated  the  chair  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Gardner,  who  suggested  that  a  congratulatory  message 
be  sent  to  their  President,  Mr.  Idris,  on  his  election  to 
Pailiament.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  it  be  left  to 
the  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  send  a  letter  of  congratula- 
tion to  Mr.  Idris  on  behalf  of  the  Association. 

"  Efficiency  in  Pharmacy."— The  Chairman  then  called 
upon  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  to  give  his  paper  on  this  sub- 
ject. As  a  preliminary  Mr.  Gadd  congratulated  the  Asso- 
(  ration  on  the  fact  that  theirs  was  the  only  Association  in 
pharmacy  that  was  directly  represented  in  Parliament  He 
then  went  on  to  define  "  efficiency  "  and  "  pharmacy,"  intro- 
ducing into  his  subsequent  remarks  a  racy  humour  and  a 
iund  of  anecdotes  which  kept  his  audience  interested  and 
amused.  Much  rubbish  had  been  talked,  he  said,  about 
professional  status  in  pharmacy.  It  reminded  him  of  a 
conundrum  propounded  by  a  well-known  debater.  "  If  you 
were  to  count  a  sheep's  tail  a  leg,  how  many  legs  would  a 
sheep  have?        "Five,"  promptly  replied  his  listener. 

.Nothing  of  the  sort,  was  the  answer;  "  to  call  a  sheep's 
tail  a  leg  does  not  make  it  one."  The  pharmacist,  then  to 
be  efficient,  must  be  acquainted  with,  and  be  prepared  to 
grapple  with,  the  ordinary  principles  of  commercial  com- 
petition, lo  the  pharmacist  much  more  is  entrusted  than 
to  any  ordinary  tradesman,  however.    In  his  (the  speaker's) 


opinion  the  phrase  "Caveat  emptor"  may  apply  to  foods, 
but  it  has  no  meaning  for  drugs.  The  average  man  has  no 
idea  of  the  properties  of  drugs,  and  only  a  vague  idea  of 
their  function.  Citing  a  case  in  which  a  solicitor,  prosecut- 
ing under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  desc  ribed  boric- 
acid  as  a  deadly  poison,  and  a  lady  subsequently  wrote  an 
indignant  letter  to  the  papers,  asking  why  in  that  case 
chemists  were  allowed  to  sell  boric  acid  without  labelling  ii 
"Poison,"  Mr.  Gadd  remarked  that  it  required  a  man  with 
a  specific  qualification  even  to  affix  a  poison-label.  Personal 
qualification  was  therefore  a  necessity  for  efficiency.  Effi- 
ciency in  drugs  is  another  sine  qua  non  to  efficiency  in  phar- 
macy. He  advocated  great  care  in  the  selection  of  drugs, 
and  asked  why  drugs  could  not  be  examined  at  the  port  >it 
entry  before  being  allowed  to  be  put  on  the  market.  It 
used  for  the  extraction  of  alkaloids,  damaged  drugs  might, 
as  in  the  case  of  damaged  tea,  be  denaturised.  He  thought 
much  was  to  be  done  Ln  the  way  of  research  by  the  examina- 
tion of  old  and  well-known  drugs.  He  hacrnever  yet  met. 
anyone  who  knew  the  chemistry  of  senna,  or  even  rhubarb. 
It  would  be  more  profitable  for  pharmacists,  he  thought,  to 
apply  themselves  to  the  chemistry  of  old  drugs  rather  than 
to  the  production  of  new  ones.  He  believed  in  standardisa- 
tion. Better  uniform  weakness  even,  he  said,  than  spas- 
modic strength.  He  then  went  on  to  the  physiological 
testing  of  drugs  such  as  digitalis,  ergot,  squill,  stro- 
phantus, and  Indian  hemp,  saying  that  pharmacy  in  the 
future  must  face  the  necessity  of  doing  something"  in  that, 
way.  He  thought  the  best  way  would  be  the  institution  of 
a  public  pharmacological  laboratory.  Efficiency  in  phar- 
macy can  have  nothing  to  do  with  secrecy.  He  therefore 
condemned  patent  medicines.  He  did  not  believe  in  com- 
pressed drugs  in  tablet,  capsule,  or  whatever  form,  and 
regretted  that  influential  men  in  this  country  had  used  their 
influence  to  get  the  regulations  regarding  patent  medicines 
drawn  up  by  the  13  oard  of  Health  in  New  Zealand  with- 
drawn. Pharmacy  must  also  be  efficient  in  her  members, 
and  she  must  be  efficiently  represented  in  the  Councils  of 
the  State. 

Discussion. — The  Chairman  agreed  to  a  certain  extent 
with  Mr.  Gadd  regarding  the  necessity  for  physiological 
standardisation,  but  saw  no  necessity  for  it  in  the  case  of 
preparations  of  a  definite  chemical  standard.  He  doubted 
whether  the  action  of  a  drug  would  be  the  same  on  an  animal 
as  on  a  human  being.  A  German  scientist  had,  he  believed, 
investigated  senna,  and  found  cathartate  of  magnesia  to  be 
the  active  principle.  Mr.  Welford  drew  attention  to  the 
difference  in  the  way  such  alkaloids  as  hvoscvamine  were 
borne  by  females  and  by  males.  Mr.  Miller  sa'id  he  always 
made  his  own  galenicals,  as  he  had  found  by  experience  that 
the  wholesale  houses  were  not  to  be  relied  upon.  He  thought 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  qualified  dispenser  being  able 
to  select  the  best  drugs  and  to  see  that  all  his  preparations 
were  of  standard  strength.  He  agreed  that  drugs  should 
be  inspected  at  the  port  of  entry,  and  that  compressed  drugs 
were  undesirable.  Mr.  Duff  did  not  like  the  public  phar- 
macological laboratory  idea.  It  would,  he  thought,  lower 
the  status  of  dispensers  and  make  them  merely  distributors. 
He  thought  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  chemical  test  for 
purity  would  meet  all  requirements.  Other  members  having 
spoken.  Mr.  Gadd  replied,  and  was  awarded  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Janu- 
ary 25,  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Liverpool"  Mr.  Prosper  H 
Marsden  being  in  the  chair. 

Condolence.— Before  the  business  commenced  the  Presi- 
dent referred  in  sympathetic  tones  to  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  P 
Catford,  also  to  the  loss  sustained  bv  Mr.  A.  Buck  in  the 
death  of  his  father.  He  had  also  received  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Wyatt  thanking  the  Association  for  the  vote  of 
condolence  recently  passed  him. 

Donation.— The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  re- 
ceived some  pamphlets  from  the  University  of  Nebraska, 
being  the  annual  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Station  in 
Nebraska. 

New  Members.— The  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
elected  members  of  the  Association  :  Dr.  McFall,  Messrs 
John  P.  Evans,  H.  W.  F.  Allen,  S.  Hardy,  George  Wilson, 
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Alderman  Jowett.  C.  Davies,  J.  W.  Clayton,  J.  B.  Walton, 
J.  Hargreaves,  Wadsworth.  and  R.  Stopforth. 

Members  of  Council. — To  fill  the  eight  Council  vacancies 
the  following  were  elected  :  Messrs.  A.  C.  Abraham,  R. 
Cleave,  W.  H.  Clubb,  H.  0.  Button,  J.  T.  Hornblower, 
T.  F.  Percival,  J.  H.  Robinson,  and  J.  J.  Smith.  Messrs. 
Tharratt  and  Wallbridge  have  retired. 

The  Report  of  the  Council  for  1905  was  read  by  the 
General  Secretary,  also  the  Treasurer's  financial  statement, 
both  of  which  were  considered  satisfactory  and  approved  ; 
and,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Robinson,  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  officers  for  their  work  during  the 
past  year. 

Miscellaneous. — Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  asked  if  any 
member  had  heard  of  diosmin  being  used  in  an  eye-lotion. 
The  President  suggested  it  might  be  dionin,  but  no  other 
light  could  be  thrown  on  it. — Mr.  H.  Martin  mentioned  that 
he  had  approached  the  Parliamentary  candidates  for  the 
various  Biverpool  divisions,  and  the  replies  received  from 
them  were  very  satisfactory,  all  promising  to  support  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  if  returned  to  Parliament. 

Presidential  Address. 

Mr.  Marsden  said  his  intention  had  been  to  give  some 
details  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  Norway,  but  instead 
he  gave  "  Some  Botanical  and  other  Remarks  upon  Nor- 
way," as  he  had  found  in  The  Chemist  and  Bruggist  of 
January  28,  1905,  an  account  which  gave  particulars  of  all 
the  apothekets  which  he  saw,  and  of  some  others.  His  trip 
was  taken  last  summer.  The  first  landing-place  was  Bergen, 
which  Mr.  Marsden  described,  remarking  upon  the  industry 
of  the  people,  who  cultivate  every  patch  of  ground  that 
.seems  to  be  available,  even  growing  grass  for  hay  on  the  tops 
of  their  cottages.  Speaking  more  particularly  of  Norwegian 
botany,  Mr.  Marsden  said  : 

I  wonder  how  many  tourists  taking  the  drive  up  the 
Nserodal  to  Stalheim,  and  climbing  up  the  zigzag  road  to  the 
Eiotel  at  the  summit,  realised  through  what  a  perfect  country 
they  were  passing.  I  do  not  mean  that  any  one  of  them  could 
fail  to  bo  impressed  by  the  grandeur  of  the  heights  on  either 
side,  or  by  the  wondrous  play  of  colour  upon  the  Stalheimfos. 
But  how  many  of  them  saw  with  the  eye  of  the  naturalist  the 
infinite  variety  of  form  and  colour  of  the  wild  flowers  by  the 
coadside  ?  Upon  the  ground  once  trodden  perchance  by  the 
Vikings  spring  up  harebells,  the  blue  of  which  is  a  rival  to  the 
colour  of  the  eyes  of  the  Norse  maidens.  It  might  be  the 
beauty  of  the  atmospheric  conditions,  it  might  bo  the  supreme 
joie  tie  vivre  one  experiences  in  mountainous  l'egions,  or  it 
might  bo  something  else,  which  caused  me  to  think  that  the 
blues  of  the  flowers  were  deeper,  richer  than  our  own,  and 
cecalled  the  verso  of  the  immortal  Omar : 

"  I  sometimes  think  that  never  blows  so  red 
The  rose  as  where  some  buried  Caesar  bled  ; 

That  every  hyacinth  the  garden  wears 
Dropt  in  her  lap  from  some  once  lovely  head." 

The  harebell  seemed  to  be  everywhere,  and  the  purple  wild 
geranium  grew  in  the  greatest  profusion,  recalling  pleasant 
places  at  home,  and  another  of  tho  same  order,  Geranium 
Itobertianum,  with  its  diffuse  growth  and  pinkish  flowers. 
Numbers  of  the  pink  order  were  to  be  seen  :  the  red  campion 
{Lychnis  dioica,  B.),  a  near  relative  of  the  ragged  robin 
{Lychnis  Flos-cuculi,  B.),  which  grows  plentifully  everywhere 
around  Fountain's  Abbey  and  Harlow  Moor,  near  Harrogate  ; 
Silenc  Cucubalus,  Wibel.  its  white  flowers  with  calyx  inflated 
like  a  small  balloon.  The  yellow  rattle  (Ithinanthus  Crista- 
galli,  B.)  grew  in  quantity,  and  also  another  plant  of  the  same 
•order,  tho  cow  wheat  (Mclampyrum  pratense,  B.).  A  very 
gaudy  relative  of  this  plant  grows  in  Russia,  and  is  very 
plentiful  in  the  moist  fields  and  copses.  The  flower  itself  is 
yellow,  and  the  upper  leaves  of  the  plant  are  petaloid,  giving 
a  purple  setting  to  the  flowers,  whence  its  local  name  "  John 
•and  Mary."  On  the  upper  part  of  the  roads  grows  the  wood 
sorrel  (Oxalis  Acetosella.  B.).  The  Romsdal  Valley  has  large 
numbers  of  the  fruit  of  the  wood  strawberry  (Fragaria  vesca, 
L.),  which  were  sold  by  the  children  there  at  a  penny  a  packet. 
This  coin  they  seemed  most  anxious  to  change  for  ten  ore, 
making  a  slight  profit  on  the  deal.  In  this  valley  one  saw 
much  the  same  flowers  as  in  the  Nserodal,  but  above  Merok, 
approaching  the  snow-line  below  tho  frozen  lake,  or  Bake 
Djupvand,  grew  some  very  lovely  plants.  It  seemed  as  if 
the  vegetable  kingdom  was  putting  out  its  best  efforts  in  the 
way  of  beauty  against  the  ever-increasing  cold  of  the  snow- 
fields.  Many  alpine  species  grow  here,  which  are  to  be  found 
in  Switzerland  only  at  a  much  greater  height.  I  am  told  bv  a 
passenger  on  the  Ophir  (to  whose  kind  help  I  am  indebted  for 


much  information  on  the  habitat  of  some  of  my  best  finds  in 
Norway)  that  tho  place  in  which  they  grow  depends  more 
upon  the  incidence  of  tho  snow-line  than  upon  the  actual 
altitude.  Hero  I  found  tho  star  saxifrage  (&'.  stellaris,  B.), 
which  lifted  up  its  white  flowers  into  the  moist  air.  every 
part  of  its  surface  dripping  with  the  water  upon  which  its 
life  depended;  tho  chickweed  wintergreen  (Trientalis  euro- 
paea,  B.)  and  another  similar  plant;  two  rubi,  11.  rosaceus 
and  It.  Chamoemorus,  B. ;  the  common  butterwort  (Pingui- 
cula  vulgaris,  B.),  with  blue  helmet-shaped  flowers  and  cluster 
of  pointed  leaves.  A  curious  spreading  plant  with  small  red 
flowers  and  recurved  leaves  was  Loiselcitria  procumbens, 
Bosvaux  (Azalea  procumbens,  B.),  a  modest  relative  of  tho 
better-known  Azalea  pontiea,  B.  The  latter  plant  is  supposed 
to  bo  that  from  which  the  bees  of  Pontus  collected  the  honey 
which  poisoned  the  greater  part  of  the  Greek  soldiers  in  the 
retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand,  mentioned  by  Xenophon.  Tho 
specimen  of  this  in  my  herbarium,  which,  I  show,  comes  from 
the  Georgian  military  road  over  the  Caucasus  mountains, 
and  grows  at  a  height  of  7,000  ft.  Here  grows  also  an  alpine 
saxifrage,  ,S'.  a'izoides  var.  atrorubens,  and  the  bilberry  or 
whortleberry  (Vaccinium  Myrtillus,  B.).  This  grows  plenti- 
fully, and  I  have  a  pleasant  recollection  of  eating  much  of 
this  fruit  with  thick  rich  cream  at  one  of  the  lunches  on  tho 
trip.  Everywhere  grows  the  eyebright  (Euphrasia  officinalis, 
B.).  It  seemed  to  be  rather  larger  than  with  us.  This  plant 
has  figured  in  the  poets  as  "euphrasy,"  and  the  old  medical 
writers  said  much  about  its  virtues.  Nicholas  Culpeper,  ono 
of  the  physicians  to  Charles  II.,  recommended  it  as  a  cure  for 
blindness,  and  even  to  "help  a  weak  brain."  Truly  a  most; 
valuable  simple  in  these  days  of  over-pressure  !  Near  to 
the  most  beautiful  fall  in  Norway,  the  Baatefcs,  grow  quite 
a  number  of  plants,  tho  bilberry  (Ledum  palustre,  B.).  bear- 
berry  (Arctostaphylos  Ura-ursi,  Spreng.),  Bryant h  us  taxi- 
folius,  A.  Gray;  Fmpctrum  nigrum,  B.  ;  and  Salix  reticulata, 
B.  On  the  right  of  the  Baatefos  grows  the  small  plant  Linncea 
horralts  E.,  with  bolls  of  flowers  of  the  palest  shade  of  pink. 
Seeing  this  flower  growing  at  the  side  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  all  the  falls  we  visited,  one  is  able  to  understand  the  feel- 
ing which  prompted  the  great  naturalist  after  whom  the  plant 
is  named  to  fall  upon  his  knees  and  thank  the  Creator  of  all 
things  for  allowing  his  eyes  to  look  upon  a  plant  so  very 
perfect  in  its  beauty  and  simplicity.  Near  here  grows  a 
small  wintergreen  which  at  first  I  took  to  bo  an  old  friend 
On  our  coast  grows  a  rare  plant  Pyrola  rotundi  folia  var  (/;) 
mariUma  Kenyon.  Many  a  time  have  I  collected  this  for 
myselt  and  for  exchanges,  and  coming  upon  a  wintergreen  in 
Norway  I  fancied  that  I  saw  this  plant.  It  had  a  single 
Hower-stalk,  and  bell-like  cream-coloured  flowers  which" 
alas  !  upon  drying  go  black.  A  closer  inspection  proved  that 
theNorwegian  plant  has  a  longer  leaf,  and  is  Purola  minor 
1  lme  did  not  allow  me  to  inspect  the  fine  herbarium  of  the 
museum  in  Bergen,  as  I  was  so  taken  up  with  the  Vikinff 
relies  which  the  curator  was  good  enough  to  take  out  for  my 
inspection.  And  by  the  time  these  had  been  seen  I  had  to  take 
the  launch  back  to  the  Ophir. 

Specimens  of  the  various  plants  and  flowers  mentioned 
were  shown  by  the  President.  Br.  Symes  briefly  proposed 
a  vote  of  thanks,  which  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  seconded  and 
the  motion  was  passed  with  acclamation. 


Zhc  Meefc's  ipoiscmmos. 

T1HREE  of  the  poisoning  fatalities  that  have  occurred 
J-  during  the  past  week  were  misadventures.  Mary 
Eliza  Cavanagh  (12),  of  Beeds,  sucked  the  heads  of  thirty 
or  forty  matches,  and  died  from  phosphorus-poisonin" 
Elizabeth  Ann  Gregson  (47),  of  Fulwell,  suffered  from 
neuralgia  and  took  an  accidental  overdose  of  laudanum, 
from  the  effects  of  which  she  died.  A  Barlin"ton  child' 
Eileen  Mary  McBermid,  got  hold  of  a  bottle  of  carbolic 
acid  and  drank  a  fatal  dose.  The  suicides  included  that  of 
Sarah  Swindells,  a  young  nurse-companion,  at  Manchester, 
who  drank  carbolic  acid.  Herbert  Milward  (65),  a  butler! 
whose  mind  had  become  unhinged,  poisoned  himself  witli 
potassium  cyanide  at  Oxford.  The  same  poison  was  taken 
in  a  train  between  Guildford  and  Woking  by  Arthur  Friche, 
an  electrician.  William  Reeves,  a  West  Bromwich  carter] 
bought  f  lb.  of  oxalic  acid  from  Mr.  James  Bock,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Great  Bridge,  and  poisoned  himself  by  taking 
a  quantity.  Thomas  Worbois,  a  Wood  Green  toy-manu- 
facturer, swallowed  sixpennyworth  of  rat-poison  and  died 
in  great  agony.  The  usual  spirit-of-salt  poisoning  took 
place  last  week  at  Greenwich,  where  William  Tucker  (37), 
a  labourer  out  of  work,  ended  his  life  with  this  easily  pro- 
curable mineral  acid. 
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festivities. 


A  Dewsbury  Social. 

In  connection  with  the  Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association 
a  very  pleasant  social  gathering  took  place  on  January  29. 
Mr.  W.  W'yatt,  of  Messrs.  Woolley,  Son  &  Co..  Man- 
chester, gave  a  lecture  on  "  Rambles  in  the  Land  of  Robin 
Hood.''  It  was  illustrated  by  lantern-slides,  and  was 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  company.  On  the  motion  of  the 
President  (Mr.  J.  Rhodes),  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
Mr.  Wyatt.  Afterwards  an  adjournment  was  made  to  an 
adjoining  room,  where  coffee  and  other  refreshments  were 
provided. 

New  Year's  Social  Gatherings. 

On  Tuesday  of  last  week  upwards  of  eighty  of  the  em- 
ployes of  Messrs.  Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co..  Ltd..  were 
entertained  by  the  firm  to  a  high  tea  and  evening  of  dance 
and  song  at  the  Oldbury  works.  One  of  the  five  workrooms 
of  the  newly  erected  building  was  decorated  and  used  on 
the  occasion,  and  a  most  enjoyable  and  merry  evening  was 
spent. — As  a  fitting  sequel  to  the  above,  the  travellers  and 
official  staff,  some  twenty  in  number,  of  the  Birmingham 
offices  gathered  on  Friday  at  the  Acorn  Hotel  to  a  dinner 
and  smoker.    A  most  successful  evening  was  spent. 

A  Ball  at  Leeds. 

Thk  annual  ball  of  the  Leeds  Chemists'  Association  was 
held  on  January  24.  in  the  Masonic  Rooms,  Great  George 
Street.  The  function  proved  a  most  successful  one,  the 
pleasure  it  afforded  being  participated  in  by  a  company 
which  numbered  about  eighty.  Mr.  F.  C.  Long  was  the 
M.C.,  and  he  had  the  assistance  of  the  following  gentle- 
men as  stewards  :  Messrs.  Worfolk  (President),  Pollitt 
(Vice-President).  Beacock  (Treasurer),  Castelow  (Secre- 
tary), Sargeant,  Fourness,  Crawford,  and  Preston,  Among 
the  visitors  were  Mr.  C.  Carr,  of  Nottingham,  and  Mr. 
Swire,  of  Halifax.    The  ball  proved  a  remarkable  success. 

A  Whist  Party. 

A  Social  Evening  in  the  form  of  a  whist-drive  was  held  at 
the  Catherine  Hall,  Birkenhead,  on  January  25,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Chemists'  Association. 
Members  and  ladies  to  the  number  of  about  forty-five 
assembled,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The 
prizes  for  ladies  were  won  by  Mrs.  Ellithorne.  Mrs.  Hickin, 
and  Mrs.  Stelfox,  the  gentleman  carrying  off  the  premier 
prize  being  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Wallasey.  The  leather  medal  "  for 
valour  at  whist  "  was  appropriated  by  the  President,  Mr.  E. 
A.  Naylor.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ellithorne.  who  had  undertaken  all  the  arrangements, 
and  provided  what  was  acknowledged  to  be  an  ideal  even- 
ing's entertainment. 

A  "  Shen  "  Social. 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  staff  and  employes  of 
Elackie's  Drug  stores  was  held  at  Bridge  House  Hotel. 
London  Bridge,  S.E.,  on  January  25.  About  fifty  gathered 
together  and  partook  of  an  excellent  dinner,  over  which 
Mr.  Robert  Blackie  presided.  Many  ladies  were  present, 
Mrs.  Blackie  supporting  her  husband  at  the  top  table,  while 
the  male  guests  included  Messrs.  R.  Barrett,  G.  N.  Spyer, 
Langland  Innes,  Hamlyn.  Jowett,  Fairweather,  Tanner, 
King.  Hodgkiss,  and  J.  C.  Raymond  (musical  director). 
After  "  The  King  "  had  been  duly  honoured.  Mr.  R.  Barrett 
proposed  "Mr.  Blackie  and  Firm,"  a  toast  which  was  re- 
ceived with  the  utmost  cordiality.  Mr.  Barrett  spoke  with 
conviction  of  the  camaraderie  that  exists  in  the  firm  and 
between  employer  and  employes,  and  his  remarks  were 
enthusiastically  endorsed.  In  his  reply  Mr.  Blackie  gave 
evidence  of  a  dry  humour  which  betrayed  his  northern 
ancestry.  His  similes  were  so  entirely  pharmaceutical  that 
his  audience  showed  impatience  only  when  he  gave  si°ns  of 
stopping.  His  comparison  between' the  making  of  a  speech 
and  the  spreading  of  one's  first  plaster  was  so  pat  that  the 
audience  roared.  He  congratulated  the  company  on  the 
fact  that  the  business  was  growing  steadily,  and  himself  on 
the  fact  that  he  had  such  a  good  team.  "Ladies  and 
Guests  "  was  the  only  other  toast,  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  N. 


Spyer  and  received  with  acclamation.  The  company  then 
settled  down  to  the  enjoyment  of  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme, the  artistes  including  Mrs.  J.  C.  Raymond,  Miss 
Nellie  Pearson,  and  Miss  Adclaine  Martyn  (a  clever  child 
comedienne).  Messrs.  Arthur  Lawrence.  Griff  Williams.  l';,t. 
Williams,  and  Alt'.  Oldham.  During  dinner  pianoforte 
selections  were  played  by  Mr.  William  Beaven.  who  also 
acted  as  accompanist. 

"  Allenhurys." 

The  Bohemian  concert  given  by  "  Allenburys  "  Cricket  ( 'Iub 
at  the  Criterion  Restaurant  on  January  29  was  a  huge 
success.  The  Grand  Hall  at  the  Criterion  is  admirably 
adapted  for  such  events;  it  is  lofty,  large,  and  well  ven 
tilated,  and  all  this  added  considerably  to  the  comfort  of 
the  300  or  400  visitors  who  had  assembled  there.  The  pro- 
gramme was  excellent  in  every  particular.  Miss  Florew  e 
Elliott  gave  two  songs,  rendered  in  fine  style.  Miss  Ninn 
Gordon  at  the  piano  rendered  imitations  of  popular  artists. 
She  was  exceedingly  clever,  and  gained  hearty  applause. 
Mr.  Sadleur  Browne  gave  two  songs  which  were  highly 
appreciated.  Mr.  Walter  Gunn,  who  has  a  fine  rich  voice, 
also  treated  the  audience  to  "  The  Lifeboatman  "  and  "  The 
Two  Grenadiers.  '  The  appearance  of  Mr.  Will  Edwards 
in  his  inimitable  sketches  was  the  signal  for  immense  enthu- 
siasm, a  testimony  to  his  great  popularity.  Mr.  Philip 
Williams  sang  well,  while  Mr.  Chas.  Minor's  "Living 
Midgets"  were  really  marvellous  and  kept  the  whole 
audience  in  roars  of  laughter.  The  Gaieties  were  a  treat  in 
themselves,  their  songs  and  comicalities  and  the  ventrilo- 
quism of  Mr.  Chas.  Conyers  being  heartily  received.  The 
hall  was  filled,  a  large  number  of  ladies  being  present — 
a  circumstance  which  rendered  the  evening  all  the  more 
enjoyable.  Among  those  present  were  Mr.  Capel  Hanbury 
and  the  heads  of  variqus  departments  at  Bethnal  Green  and 
Plough  Court.  The  stewards  deserve  much  congratulate  n 
on  the  success  of  their  efforts. 

A  Martindale  Reunion. 

Past  and  present  employes  of  William  Martindale  to  the 
number  of  about  fifty  met  at  the  Colosseum.  Great  Portland 
Street,  W..  on  January  27,  for  purposes  of  conviviality. 
It  was  an  "informal  smoker"  which  had  been  promoted 
particularly  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Robb  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  B.  Reis,  and  it  was  so  successful  that  it  promises  to 
be  the  first  of  a  popular  series.  Dr.  W.  Harrison  Martin- 
dale presided,  and  the  programme — musical,  recitative,  and 
otherwise — was  carried  out  almost  entirely  by  gentlemen 
who  are  or  have  been  at  10  New  Cavendish  Street.  W. 
Moreover,  the  talent,  as  might  be  expected  of  Martin- 
dale products,  was  of  a  high  order.  From  the  piano- 
forte duet  by  Messrs.  Brett,  which  opened  the  proceedings, 
to  the  fine  rendering  of  "In  cellar  cool"  by  Mr.  D.  J. 
Williams,  with  which  they  closed,  the  pitch  of  high- 
class  entertainment  was  consistently  maintained.  Songs 
were  given  by  Messrs.  Savers,  Hughes,  Ness,  and  Robb. 
The  Chairman  himself  created  a  great  choral  furore  by 
singing  "Long  live  the  King"  in  good  style.  Mr.  Tomp- 
sett  sang  two  clever  comic  songs,  and  Mr.  Walton  displayed 
a  histrionic  talent,  which  the  clever  and  strictly  original 
sketches  of  Mr.  Reis  supplemented,  and  each  afforded  un- 
bounded amusement  to  the  audience.  In  the  temporary 
absence  of  Mr.  Robb  the  toast  of  "The  Chairman"  was 
given  by  Mr.  Brett.  Afterwards  "The  Firm"  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Curtis,  who  was  an  assistant  at  New 
Cavendish  Street  twenty-two  years  ago,  and  who  gave  many 
reminiscences  of  his  alma  mater,  as  he  called  it.  This  toast 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Walton,  who  was  an  assistant  at 
Martindale's  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Curtis,  with  whom  he 
is  now  in  partnership.  Dr.  Martindale's  reply  was  an  amus- 
ing skit  on  the  state  of  affairs  at  10  New  Cavendish  Street 
told  in  the  jargon  of  national  politics.  His  topical  hits  at 
the  strong  Labour  party  extant  in  that  establishment  were 
much  appreciated  and  obviously  well  understood.  In 
speaking  of  the  Martindale  exports,  he  mentioned  that  the 
firm  had  actual  working  travellers  in  South  Africa.  Egypt, 
Australia,  New-  Zealand,  India,  Canada,  and  South  America. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Dinner. 

The  report  of  this  function  on  January  25  is  given  in  our 
Coloured  Supplement. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readeis 
generally. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION. -We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "Information  Wanted." 

Names  of  Quinine  Salts. 
In  the  table  of  quinine  salts  printed  in  Dr.  G.  Rudorf's 
communication  (0.  d-  D.,  January  27,  p.  175)  "  quinina? 
hydrochloridum  (neutrum),"  in  the  second  column,  should 
read  "  Quininse  Hydrochloridum  Acidum." 

"Tabloid"  Discounts. 
Sir,— May  I  suggest  that  a  combined  effort  be  made  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  in  order  to  increase  the  amount  of  discount  allowed  on 
their  goods?  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  con- 
sider 15  to  20  per  cent,  ample  to  allow  chemists.  That 
chemists  consider  this,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  goods, 
absolutely  inadequate  goes  without*  saying.  It  is  an  insult 
to  the  intelligence  of  educated  men  handling  "fine  pro- 
ducts." Might  not  every  chemists'  association  in  the  King- 
dom pass  a  resolution  at  their  next  meeting  to  this  effect, 
sending  on  a  copy  of  same  in  courteous  yet  firm  terms  to  the 
company  ?  Yours  faithfully, 

Northwood,  January  22.  H.  B.  Sharman. 

The  Bio-standardisation  of  Drugs. 
SiR, — If  we  are  to  establish  physiological  standards  of 
activity  for  drugs,  let  us  first  see  whether  the  individual 
equation  of  the  animal  can  be  safely  eliminated.  Let  them 
be  tried  with  check  experiments.  Thus,  if  we  hope  to 
standardise  tincture  of  digitalis  so  that  2  minims  of  it  can 
kill  the  equivalent  of  a  kilogram  of  rabbit,  we  must  make 
sure  that  a  known  amount  of  a  standardised  tincture  will 
always  kill  the  same  weight  of  the  same  animal.  Thus  we 
must  first  show  that  5  minims,  say,  of  tincture  of 
belladonna  or  10  minims  of  tincture"  of  mix  vomica — 
both  of  which  are  standardised  and  have  well-marked 
physiological  effects— can  always  be  relied  on  to  kill 
the  same  weight  of  the  same  kind  of  animal  before 
we  can  assume  that  tincture  of  digitalis  or  tincture  of 
strophanthus  is  necessarily  of  a  uniform  strength  because  it 
kills  a  uniform  weight  of  the  animal.  In  this  connection  one 
is  glad  to  note  that  the  cock's-comb  test,  so  loudly  vaunted 
as  an  infallible  test  for  the  activity  of  ergot  preparations, 
is  now  being  condemned  as  misleading  or  useless.  Formerly 
the  midwifery  practitioner  knew  that  twenty  minutes  after 
he  had  given  his  patient  a  drachm  of  any  decent  liquid  ex- 
tract of  ergot  he  would  find  the  arteries* contract  under  his 
hand  to  the  hardness  of  a  cricket-ball.  Nowadays  he  is 
taught  to  believe  that  unless  the  ergot  has  been  tested  in 
some  mysterious  manner  on  the  wattles  of  cocks  no  scientist 
should  employ  it.  Thus  men  are  misled  by  what  Bacon 
would  call  the  idola  laboratorum  instead  of  relying  on  their 
own  experience  and  observation.  But,  happily,  even  the 
idols  of  the  laboratories  will  be  tested — and  discarded  when 
found  untrue.  Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  January  26.  J.  C.  McW alter. 

The  B.Sc.'s  Experience. 
_  Sir, — Regarding  Mr.  Reid's  suggestion  re  counter  adver- 
tisements to  those  appearing  in  daily  papers  by  limited 
companies,  I  think  his  suggestions,  etc.,  are  usually  very 
much  to  the  point  ,  and  this  one  especially  so,  but  it  is  a  pity 
we  should  talk  and  write  so  much  and  do  so  little.  I  am 
convinced  that  these  whole-page  advertisements  do  more 


harm  than  we  are  willing  to  admit.  Following  Mr.  Reid's 
advice,  it  would  be  difficult  to  bring  all  into  line  in  sharing 
the  expenses  of  advertising.  May  I  outline  what  seems  to 
me  a  more  simple  plan,  and  one  which  would  probably 
benefit  more  or  less  those  who  adopted  it,  and  at  little 
outlay?  At  all  events,  it  would  counteract  to  a  certain 
extent  the  false  impression  caused  by  our  opponents'  adver- 
tisements. Would  some  one  undertake  to  draft  a  good- 
sized  bill  for  window-display,  and  have  it  printed  in  suffi- 
cient number  to  meet  requirements  ?  The  bills  would  be 
obtainable  by  payment  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  all  ex- 
penses. Given  the  support  of  only  one-sixth  of  the  chemists 
in  business,  this  would  mean  that  1,000  or  more  of  these 
bills  would  be  shown  throughout  the  country,  and  by  this 
means  would  probably  appeal  to  more  people  than  a  news- 
paper advertisement  would,  and  would  have  advantages  in 
being  less  costly  and  in  appealing  personally  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  business  to  his  patrons.  Should  this  scheme 
be  considered  workable,  I  have  plenty  of  suggestions  to 
offer.  Yours  faithfully, 

R.  W.  (205/5.) 
[A  window-bill  was  produced  last  year,  but  it  was  not  a 
striking  success,  as  advertising  business  opponents  rarely  is. — 
Editor.] 

Writing  in  reference  to  Mr.  Reid's  letter  of  last  week 
and  the  Boots'  advertisement  by  B.Sc.  in  the  "Times," 
Critic  (203/24)  makes  some  comments  upon  the  similarity 
between  such  advertisements  and  articles.  "Critic"  also 
submits  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  advertisement  agents  quot- 
ing the  charges  for  such  "articles"  in  our  contemporary, 
and  stating  that  "  the  articles  are  subject  to  your  approval." 
Our  correspondent  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  Editor  of 
the  "  Times  "  (see  C.  &  D.,  May  27,  1905,  p.  831)  disclaimed 
that  his  paper  made  an  "  independent  investigation,"  etc. 
Bermuda  Arrowroot. 

Sir, — Hearing  through  my  agents  in  London,  Messrs. 
George  Harker  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  101-103  Upper  Thames 
Street,  E.C.,  that  there  is  still  being  offered  and  sold  in  the 
United  Kingdom  "so-called  '  Bermuda  arrowroot  under 
marks  that  were  not  shipped  from  these  islands,  I  trust  you 
will  spare  me  space  in  your  valuable  paper  to  warn  your 
numerous  readers  against  this  fraud.  For  your  information 
I  would  state  that  only  129  kegs  of  arrowroot  were  shipped 
from  Bermuda  to  England  during  the  year  which  ended 
December  31,  1905,  all  of  which  was  of  my  manufacture, 
and  shipped  under  my  "  E  in  diamond  "  mark.  This  infor- 
mation is  certified  by  the  record  book  of  exports  from  this 
colony  for  the  period  mentioned,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
arrowroot  of  any  other  mark  or  brand  offered  could  not  be 
genuine  Bermuda.  Being  practically  the  only  manufacturer 
of  Bermuda  arrowroot,  I  am  naturally  deeply  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  this  article,  and  if  an  inferior  arrowroot  is 
foisted  on  to  the  public  as  the  genuine  Bermuda,  it  must 
necessarily  have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  latter.  The 
purest  arrowroot  in  the  world  is  grown  and  manufactured  in 
Bermuda  :  it  is  different  in  almost  every  respect  from  the 
arrowroot  starches  prepared  in  other  countries.  The 
superior  quality  of  Bermuda  arrowroot  is  admitted  by  all 
medical  authorities,  and  is  due  not  only  to  its  finer  grain 
and  the  greater  quantity  of  starch  which  it  contains,  bulk 
for  bulk,  in  comparison  with  any  other,  but  also  to  its  abso- 
lute purity  and  freedom  from  foreign  ingredients.  The 
purity  of  the  Bermuda  arrowroot  which  I  manufacture  is 
the  result  of  the  special  care  and  attention  which  is  exercised 
in  every  detail  of  the  various  processes  of  preparation  from 
the  root  to  the  finished  starch,  all  of  which  are  carried  on 
under  my  personal  supervision.  The  water  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  washings  through  which  the  pulp  passes  is  an 
important  factor  in  the  purity  of  the  starch.  This  water  is 
rain,  caught  and  stored  in  specially  constructed  stone 
tanks,  and  as  there  are  no  factories  or  other  sources  of 
atmospheric  contamination  in  the  Bermuda  Islands,  the 
result  is  a  water  of  unquestionable  purity,  absolutely  free 
from  the  foreign  substances  usually  found  in  that  procured 
from  springs  and  rivers.  The  crop  of  arrowroot  for  1905 
was  an  exceedingly  small  one,  and  with  the  consequent 
limited  supplies  going  to  London  it  has  undoubtedly  given 
the  opportunity  to  certain  unscrupulous  people  to  work  this 
fraud  upon  the  unsuspecting  grocer  or  druggist,  who  in  all 
innocence  passes  it  cn  to  the  public.  This  year,  however, 
the  crop  will  be  larger,  and  I  trust  to  be  able  to  ship  a 
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quantity  sufficient  to  enable  dealers  to  procure  their  supply 
of  the  genuine  article.  Trusting  you  will  pardon  me  for 
taking  up  so  much  of  your  space,  but  I  feel  this  is  a  matter 
of  very  great  importance  both  in  the  interests  of  this  little 
colony  of  Bermuda  and  also  of  the  large  consuming  public 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  am.  yours  very  truly, 

Hamilton,  Bermuda.  W.  T.  James. 

The  Apothecaries'  Assistant. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  new  Association  of  Assistants 
of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London,  I  entirely  agree 
with  Mr.  Howell,  and  suggest  that  every  person  whose  name 
appears  on  the  register  of  assistants  of  the  Society  be 
acquainted  and  their  support  solicited  on  behalf  of  the 
Association.  Those  holding  the  assistants'  certificate  arc 
recognised  by  public  authorities  as  fit  and  proper  persons  to 
be  engaged  in  the  dispensing  of  medicine,  and  many  assis- 
tants hold  public  appointments.  They  have  been  examined 
by  gentlemen  holding  high  medical  and  scientific  degrees, 
and  surely  these  gentlemen  are  capable  of  examining  and 
deciding  who  are  competent  to  dispense  medicine.  Assum- 
ing this  to  be  true,  and  that  the  apothecaries*  assistant 
has  a  legal  status,  because  he  is  granted  a  certificate  of  com- 
petency by  a  chartered  society  having  that  power,  why 
should  this  qualification  be  belittled?  Why  should  not 
apothecaries'  assistants  combine  and  assert  their  rights  as 
examined  and  certified  persons  by  protecting  themselves 
and  appealing  to  have  existing  Acts  amended  ?  The 
Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Association  being  formed,  the  next 
thing  is  to  have  a  strong  and  representative  executive.  If 
this  is  accomplished  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it 
will  receive  hearty  and  enthusiastic  support.  The  grievances 
of  apothecaries'  assistants  demand  attention,  but  these 
grievances  can  only  be  remedied  by  active  co-operation.  Let 
us,  therefore,  no  longer  remain  in  the  ranks  of  unorganised 
labour,  but  let  us  advance  with  others  who  have  shown  us 
the  way  to  assert  ourselves  as  men. 

Yours  truly, 

January  31.  Bryophyta.  (29/96.) 

Malarial  Fever  and  Drugs. 

Sir, — Is  anything  known  or  published  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  malarial  fevers  modify  the  normal  effects 
of  drugs  and  of  other  germ-diseases?  1  wrote  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  asking 
the  question,  but  as  his  reply  was  a  curt  one,  ignoring  the 
question,  it  would  seem  that  I  am  treading  on  ground  that 
is  new  to  him.  I  have  ascertained  from  painful  experience 
that  belladonna  cannot  be  safely  given  to  any  person  whose 
system  is  impregnated  with  malaria,  except  in  infinitesimal 
doses — that  the  effects  of  many  other  drugs  are  diminished 
or  increased — and  have  strong  reasons  for  asserting  that  the 
benign  malaria  of  North  Australia  greatly  modifies  all  other 
germ-diseases,  if  it  does  not  entirely  prevent  them.  The 
first  point,  regarding  the  effect  of  drugs,  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  prescriber ;  the  second,  regarding  the  preven- 
tion of  other  diseases,  is  important  to  everyone,  especially 
as  tuberculosis  is  included  in  the  list  of  "  other  diseases." 

Yours,  etc.. 

Daly  River,  N.A.  J.  H.  Niemann. 

[This  is  a  subject  on  which  therapeutists  among  our  readers 
may  be  able  to  assist. — Editor.] 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,  ijoi.  for  much  legal  information  about 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Pioneer  (203/9).— There  is  nothing  in  the  proposed  poster  to 
make  the  composition  essence  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty. 
"  To  keep  the  cold  out"  is  not  a  phrase  meaning  to  prevent 
an  ailment. 

C.  D.  (206/40).— These  words— "  A  powerful  stimulant  in 
liver  complaints,  indigestion,  nervous  disorders,  loss  of 
appetite,  etc." — make  the  bitters  liable  to  medicine  stamp- 
duty,  if  the  preparation  is  a  medicine ;  if  not,  it  may  only  be 
sold  under  a  spirit-dealer's  licence. 

F.  H.  (203/50).— Ask  the  Inland  Revenue  officer  to  tell  you 
what  Act  he  bases  his  statement  upon.  We  never  heard  of 
such  a  thing.  The  rate  you  are  charged  is  the  usual  id.  one, 
2d.  being  the  charge  for  residential  business  premises. 


J.  ]}.  M.  (203/73).-- The  statement  in  regard  to  carrying  on 
the  business  of  a  deceased  chemist  is  correct.  See  paragraph 
25  on  p.  294  of  our  Diary.  In  the  case  of  a  chemist  dying 
intestate  the  appointed  administrator  may  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness so  long  as  his  duties  as  an  administrator  last.  There 
is  no  mention  of  widow  in  the  so-called  widows  clause,  and  if 
a  chemist  leave  his  estate  absolutely,  and  not  in  trust,  to  his 
willow  or  any  person,  his  business  (if  any)  becomes  the  pro- 
perty of  the  widow  or  person  when  all  the  legal  formalities  aro 
completed,  and  the  owner  becomes  amenable  to  the  law.  It  is 
customary  for  solicitors  who  know  the  facts  to  provide  in  the 
will  for  the  estate  to  be  administered  in  trust. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


Richmond  (182/47).— (1)  Muscatel  Essence  for  flavouring  : 


Oil  of  grapo   tiixx. 

Tincture  of  muscatel  (1-10 J         ...  jjiy. 

Essence  of  vanilla  to    Jiv. 

(2)  Strawberry  Essence  : 

Oil  of  wintergreen   mxx. 

Acetic  ether    Jjiij. 

Butyric  ether   5U- 

Nitrous  ether    mxxr. 

Glycerin   

Water   5iv. 

Tincture  of  orris  to   3viij. 


Colour  with  a  traeo  of  aniline  red.    A  different  recipe  is 
given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  in  which  pear  flavour 
Is  more  pronounced. 
(3)  Vanilla  Essence  : 

Fine  vanilla  (cut  small)    5j- 

Grain  musk   gr.  j. 

Carbonato  of  potash    gr.  x. 

Boiling  water    3iv- 

Put  the  solids  in  a  flask  and  pour  the  boiling  water  in.  Cork 
and  agitate  slightly.    Set  aside  until  cool  and  add — 

Spirit   3x'j- 

Macerate  two  weeks  and  filter. 
Pharmacist  (194/71)  desires  to  Place  a  Boy  as  an  Apprentice 
to  a  chemist  with  whom  he  may  learn  the  business  in  all  its 
branches,  commercial,  scientific,  and  technical,  including 
buying  and  selling,  making  and  putting  up  specialities,  and 
the  store  system  of  training.  Ho  would  like  our  advice  on  the 
matter.  ["Pharmacist"  and  others  will  doubtless  recognise 
that  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  us  to  advise  in  a  specific  in- 
stance, especially  as  wo  do  not  know  the  boy  ;  but,  in  a  general 
way,  we  may  point  out  that  our  correspondent  desires  to  get 
a  littlo  more  into  the  apprenticeship  period  than  is  usually 
possible.  There  aro  in  Great  Britain  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  retail  chemists  who  would  undertake  to  teach  an 
apprentice  all  that  "Pharmacist"  wants,  and  if  they  were 
interviewed  their  ideas  of  apprenticeship  might  differ 
materially  from  those  of  "  Pharmacist."  Thero  is,  however, 
fair  agreement  among  experienced  apprentice-masters  that  a 
graduated  course  of  instruction  is  possible.  For  example : 
first  year,  the  apprentice  helps  with  the  morning  cleaning 
and  shop  preparation,  is  made  familiar  with  bottle-washing, 
keeping  utensils  clean,  fetching  and  carrying  (all  this  con- 
tinuing more  or  less  throughout  apprenticeship),  and  occupy- 
ing spare  time  by  putting  up  stock  of  castor  oil  and  other 
articles  kept  ready  for  sale.  In  the  second  year  the  appren- 
tice is  entrusted  with  stockkeeping — i.e.,  keeping  shop-bottles, 
etc,  filled,  reporting  when  stocks  run  low  and  the  like; 
preparing  stock  of  galenicals,  this  last  duty  being  his  chief 
one  as  an  assistaut  to  a  more  experienced  person.  In  the 
third  year  he  may  be  advanced  to  the  dispensing-counter, 
and  doubtless  by  this  time  is  helping  at  the  retail  counter, 
and  may  be  called  upon  to  assist  in  office  work,  which  really 
begins  in  the  first  year,  when  the  lad  is  entrusted  with  packing 
and  returning  empties,  recording  the  facts,  and  notifying  tho 
returns  to  wholesale  houses.  In  the  fourth  year  the  appren- 
tice does  the  work  of  a  junior  assistant,  and  probably  is  given 
full  opportunity  of  seeing  how  the  business  is  run  from  tho 
office  side.  Apprenticeships  of  this  nature  are  still  offered 
by  retail  chemists,  and  we  feel  sure  that  if  "Pharmacist" 
notifies  his  requirements  in  tho  C.  <(•  D.  Supplement  ho  will 
meet  with  someone  who  will  take  the  boy.] 

Soap-BCBBLE  SoLrTlON. — Mr.  Joseph  Marplcs,  Liverpool, 
sends  us  the  formula  for  Professor  C.  V.  Boycs'  soap-solution 
which  a  correspondent  inquired  for  (C.  <t-  T).,  January  20, 
p.  98).  The  recipe  is  from  Boyes'  "Soap-bubbles":  "Fill  a 
40-oz.  clean  stoppered  bottle  three-parts  full  of  distilled  water, 
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add  1  oz.  of  pure  oleato  of  soda.  Leave  it  for  a  day  or  two 
until  it  dissolves.  Nearly  fill  up  the  bottle  with  Price's 
glycerin  and  shake  well.  Leave  tho  bottle,  stoppered,  of 
course,  for  about  a  week  in  a  dark  place.  Then  with  a  syphon 
draw  off  the  clear  liquid  from  the  scum.  Add  one  or  two 
drops  of  liq.  amnion,  fortiss.  to  each  pint  of  tho  liquid.  Do 
not  filter,  and  never  return  the  liquid  which  has  been  used  to 
the  stock-bottle." — Mr.  C.  F.  Yates,  of  Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears, 
Ltd.,  also  sends  us  similar  information,  the  formula  being- 
taken  from  an  account  of  the  Christmas  lectures  which  Pro- 
fessor Boys  delivered  at  the  London  Institution  in  1889. 

Subscriber  (180/54). — Book  on  Chiropody. — Wagner's 
"Handbook  of  Chiropody"  (5s.,  Osborne,  Garrett  &  Co., 
Frith  Street,  Soho,  W.,  1903)  contains  a  good  deal  of  useful 
information,  but  the  practical  side  of  corn-extraction  cannot 
ho  taught  in  books. 

Midlander  (201/72).— Ships'  Medicine-chests.— Write  to  the 
Marino  Department,  Board  of  Trade,  54  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.,  for  a  copy  of  tho  scales  for  ships'  medicine- 
chests.  You  will  find  in  that  particulars  of  the  medicines  and 
surgical  appliances  which  are  necessary  for  tho  different 
classes  of  ships.  Wo  do  not  know  that  wo  can  give  you  in 
small  space  the  information  which  is  usually  obtained  through 
practical  experience,  but  the  following  notes  may  be  of  ser- 
vice : 

In  fitting  up  new  chests  the  chests  are  usually  supplied 
by  the  makers  of  the  vessels,  and  tho  chemist  supplies  bottles 
and  everything  except  "  medical  comforts."  The  quantities 
depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  ship  and  tho  length  of  the 
voyage. 

A  contract  price  for  these  supplies  is  generally  agreed 
to  :  otherwise  the  articles  arc  invoiced  at  doctors'  prices 

In  refitting  or  replenishing  chests,  the  chemist  should 
ascertain  how  long  the  medicines  remaining  in  the  chest 
■have  been  there,  and  where  the  vessel  has  been.  If  the 
replies  indicate  that  the  galenical  preparations  are  likely 
to  have  deteriorated,  entirely  new  supplies  should  be  ad- 
vised. Generally,  however,  tho  ship  captain,  owner,  or 
agent  wants  the  replenishing  done  as  cheaply  as  possible, 
and  orders  the  new  to  be  mixed  with  the  old. 

To  get  the  business  you  should  call  upon  owners  or 
agents  in  the  town  and  solicit  it;  also  board  the  vessels 
that  come  into  the  harbour,  and  if  the  chest  needs  refitting 
take  it  away  with  you  if  you  get  tho  job.    The  business 
is  much  cut  up  nowadays,  but  it  turns  over  stock,  and  re- 
fitting is  good  experience  for  apprentices. 
Busy  Bee  (202/61).— American  Potashes  in  grey  lumps  is  the 
crude  potassium  carbonate  obtained  bv  oxidation  of  wood 
ashes,  and  evaporating  the  solution  to  dryness.    It  is  not 
commercial  caustic  potash,"  and  it  would  bo  incorrect  to  sell 
it  as  such. 

_  A.  B.  (189/39).— (1)  Cattle-oil.  for  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep 
internally  and  externally.— This  is  fairly  well  imitated  bv 
mixing —  J 

Balsam  of  sulphur 

Olive  oil   

Turpentine   

(2)  Arsenical  Sheep-dip  : 

Arsenious  acid   12  0z. 

Dried  sodium  carbonate         ...  12  oz. 

Sulphur    4  oz[ 

Yellow  arsenious  sulphide  may  be  used  in  place  of  white 
shle1110*  flua,ltlty  Sivon  above  is  sufficient  to  dip  thirty 

Mochrin  (202/58)  sends  a  few  drachms  of  a  French  hair- 
tome  and  an  American  skin-food  for  analysis,  and  evidently 
does  not  appreciate  tho  impossibility  of  arriving  at  the  com 
position  of  complex  vegetable  mixtures.  It  is  difficult  and 
uncertain  enough  with  a  reasonable  quantity  of  the  sample 

J.  &.  (197/64).— Non-alcoholic  Wines.— There  is  a  note  on 
tne preservation  of  these  wines  in  the  C.  <fc  D.,  October  7,  1905 
ii'i tn  i  *  8'cnoraI  Process  is  the  sterilisation  of  the  grape- 
acid  is  b^T*'0'^110  ad,dltion  of  an  antiseptic  (safic/lfc 
acid  is  best)  and  aeration  with  carbonic-acid  gas.  Preserva- 
tions ^  br°ttnSSCntla  t0, thC  k0epi"°  °f  thc  wi'le  if  th0  c°ndi- 
3tl  h  ]S  an! 8  ?,rlI!g  aro  "favourable  to  bacterial 
R  °T    S'>l^1C^.bottl0  "opened  it  is  at  once  exposed  to 


1  oz. 
4  oz. 
1  oz. 


-..posed  to 

ion,  so  that  m  practice  a  preservative  is 


the  risk  of  fcrmcntat 
necessary 

(201/16)"    Mno^QowOL  Developeh.-You  will  not 
L  r I    °  rmp°U,K  '1  satlsf^tory  metol-quinol  developei  of 
the  concentration  of  1  to  7  because  of  the  impossibilitv  of 
dissolving  the  desired  quantities  of  metol,  S  sodium 

alcohol  S  f  tt  tl  I*  q,"no1  aro  more  so]ublo  in 
alcohol,  but  the  other  salts  are  less  soluble,  and  there  are 
objections  to  the  use  of  alcohol  in  developing.    Refer  to  the 

metol  ™;i,Mr,27-  ,19°5'  P-  825'  l°r  Hauff'sPlatestloin  u  a  for 
metol-quinol  developer,  or  to  the  new  edition  of  "Pharma- 


ceutical Formulas,"  where  about  fifty  recipes  for  developers 
aro  given. 

Labor  (Milan)  (202/14). — Ammonia-cream,  for  the  toilet  and 
general  cleaning  purposes. — This  is  best  made  by  mixing  equal 
parts  of  ammonium  oleato  and  creme  d'amandes.  Tho 
formula  for  Ammonium  Oleate  is — 

Oleic  acid   ,3j. 

Spirit   .    3j. 

Solution  of  ammonia    3vij. 

Distilled  water  to  ...    jxvj. 

Pour  the  acid  into  a  bottle;  mix  the  spirit  and  ammonia,  and 
pour  into  the  bottle.  Cork  tightly,  and  allow  to  stand  a  week 
or  more  until  saponification  is  complete. 

Design  (196/59)— Liquid  for  Tracing  Designs  on  Linen- 
Fabrics. — This  we  find  to  be  benzine  or  benzoline  slightly 
perfumed  with  citronella  and  mixed  with  ivory  black. 
Paraffin  would  leave  an  oily  stain  on  tho  linen.  We  should 
have  liked  to  know  the  exact  method  of  using  the  liquid. 

T.  H.  (198/56).— Ornamenting  Glass— Tho  method  of  burn- 
ing-in  labels  or  designs  on  glass  is  as  follows  :  An  ink  is  made 
of — 

French  oil  of  turpentine   90  parts 

Burgundy  pitch    10  parts 

Powdered  Syrian  asphalt        ...    10  parts 

Powdered  mastic   2  parts 

These  ingredients  arc  incorporated  so  as  to  make  a  pasty  mass, 
some  evaporation  being  needed  if  tho  turpentine  is  not  old 
and  resinous.  Spread  a  little  of  this  ink  on  a  sheet  of  ground- 
glass  and  roll  smooth.  Then  by  means  of  rubber  type, 
transfer  tho  ink  to  thc  glass  it  is  desired  to  ornament,  "and 
dust  the  lettering  or  design  with  finelv  powdered  Syrian 
asphalt.  Finally  heat  the  glass  sufficiently  to  melt  the  ink 
and  asphalt  coating,  and  bright  black  lettering  remains. 

W.  It.  C.  N.  (188/49)— The  powder  used  in  Tomato-growing 
is  sodium  carbonate  chiefly.    You  do  not  say  how  it  is  used. 

Zeta  (201/26)— (1)  The  red  colour  of  tlie  carbolic  tooth- 
powder  is  duo  to  either  erythrosine  or  eosin — they  give  similar 
reactions.  The  dye  is  used  in  about  the  proportion  of  4  grains 
to  the  pound  of  base.  (2)  A  good  red  colour  for  acid  mixtures 
is  tincture  of  cudbear,  made  by  percolating  1  oz.  of  cudbear 
with  a  mixture  of  1  part  of  alcohol  and  2  parts  of  water  till 
8  oz.  of  percolate  is  obtained. 

L.  L.  (202/64).— Furniture-paste— The  ingredients  in  tho 
sample  you  send  are  soap  (2),  paraffin  wax  (1),  turpentine  (2) 
and  water  (2),  tho  probable  proportions  being  indicated  in 
parentheses. 

Pharmacist  (200/73)—  We  do  not  know  the  cattle-drench 
you  refer  to,  but  if  you  can  assure  us  that  it  is  not  a  proprie- 
tary article  we  will  make  an  inquiry  as  to  the  formula. 

Antipyrme  (197/31)—  The  "salvo"  is  a  mixture  of  emplas- 
trum  resinse  and  tallow.  If  you  melt  equal  parts  of  these 
ingredients  you  will  get  a  product  like  the  sample  you  send. 

/.  T.  D.  (196/46)— Cleaning  Parchment— Finger-marks 
arc  removed  from  parchment  bv  rubbing  with  powdered 
pumice-stone  moistened  with  acetic  acid. 

W.  E.  H.  (198/26)— Colouring-matter  is  best  added  to  a 
large  quantity  of  flour  by  triturating  the  liquid  colour  with  a 
small  proportion  of  flour,  drying,  and  mixing  with  the  bulk 
in  a  Gardner  s  mixer  and  sifter.  Harmless  red  and  yellow 
colours  are  aniline  magenta  and  chrysoidine,  it  being  under- 
stood that  tho  quantity  used  is  very  small. 

A.  W.  P.  (189/13)— Corn-plaster. -This  is  one  of  tho 
salicylic  plasters  for  which  recipes  will  bo  found  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas.      It  is  a  machine-spread  plaster. 

Bouar !  (188/32).— Your  inquiry  is  in  the  nature  of  a  guessing 
competition.  Wo  suspect  the  difference  between  the  samples 
to  be  due  to  the  turpentine,  as  there  arc  many  "  turpentines  " 
on  the  market  that  never  como  from  thc  vegetable  kingdom. 
We  think  also  that  you  have  wrongly  marked  thc  samples  as 
tne  one  you  say  is  "  decomposed  "  is  the  better. 


3nfoniiation  Mantel 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  si  b- 
.joined  inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


203/68.  Proprietors  of  "  Corlev's  Green  Gum  Corn- 
plasters. 

129/28.  What  is  the  composition  of  the  Salvation  Army's 
lozenges  for  inebriates  ? 
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Grate  TReport 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  sectbn  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
W3id  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  February  i. 

ALTHOUGH  business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  is  not  very 
brisk,  there  is  a  steady  undercurrent  of  trade,  and 
several  important  staples  have  moved  upwards  more  as  a 
result  of  outside  influence  than  important  demand — e.g., 
the  destruction  by  fire  at  Calcutta  of  2,500  cases  of  shellac 
has  given  a  spurt  to  the  article  here,  and  spot  prices  have 
advanced  5.-'.  to  10s.  Citric  acid,  loo,  has  advanced, 
owing  to  the  rise  in  raw  materials,  and  the  citrates  follow  in 
proportion.  Prices  for  the  new  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil 
vary  considerably,  and  the  competition  among  agents  is  keen, 
as  there  is  a  fair  demand  at  the  present  low  prices.  Quick- 
silver is  very  firm,  and  in  good  demand,  there  being  prac- 
tically no  "  seconds."  Bismuth  and  iodide  makers  continue 
busy,  but  the  position  of  bromides  remains  very  uncertain. 
Quinine  is  quiet,  but  steady;  and  opium,  if  anything,  tends 
firmer.  Santonin  has  advanced.  Menthol  and  peppermint 
oil  are  lower.  Alum  is  dearer.  The  following  are  the  prin- 
cipal alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Aloes  (Cape) 
Alum 
Citric  acid 
Ferri  et 

amnion,  cit. 
Linseed  oil 
Potash  citrate 
Santonin 
Shellac 

Benzoin 
Cardamoms 
Castor  oil 
Mace 

Sarsaparilla 

(grey) 
Star  aniseed 
oil 

Cascara 

sagrada 

Ergot 

Ipecac. 

Jalap 

Cod-liver  oil 

Menthol 

Oil,  pepper 

mint(H.G.H. 

and  Jap.  de 

menth. 
Pepper 
Petroleum  oil 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  February  1  : — Santonin  has  been  raised  to  70m. 
per  kilo.    Shellac  and  carnauba  wax  are  firmer. 

New  York,  February  1  : — A  brisk  demand  prevails  for 
drugs.  Opium  continues  dull  of  sale,  and  is  unaltered  at 
$2.95  for  druggists',  in  case  lots.  Quinine  is  active  at  17c. 
per  oz.  Refined  camphor  has  advanced  3c,  to  94c.  in 
barrels.  Curacao  aloes  is  scarce.  Lower  prices  would  be 
accepted  for  ergot,  41c.  being  now  quoted  for  Russian. 
Menthol  is  firmly  held  at  $2.25.  Peppermint  oil  is  also  firm 
but  unaltered  at  $2.30  for  bulk.  Bees'  wax  has  advanced  to 
33c.  for  American  bleached. 

Amended  Produce  Sale  Conditions. 

At  the  opening  of  the  drug  sales  on  Thursday  the  first 
broker  to  sell  (Mr.  Alfred  Lambert,  of  Messrs. 'French  & 
Plucknett)  drew  the  attention  of  buyers  to  the  following 
addition  which  has  been  made  to  Clause  1  of  the  London 
General  Produce  Brokers'  Association's  public  sale  condi- 
tions : 

The  vendor  reserves  the  right  to  bid  bv  himself  or  his 
agents,  or  to  alter,  vary,  or  withdraw  any  lot  or  lots  before 
or  during  the  sale. 
Clause  I  now  reads  : 

The  highest  bidder  to  be  the  purchaser  ;  if  any  dispute 
arise,  the  lot  to  be  put  up  again,  or,  in  case  of  need,  the 
dispute  to  be  decided  by  a  show  of  hands,  unless  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  selling  broker.    The  vendor  reserves  the 
right  to  bid  by  himself  or  his  agents,  or  to  alter,  vary,  or 
withdraw  any  lots  before  or  during  the  sale. 
The  clause  was  read  to  the  "Room,"  and  the  rest  of  the 
conditions  were  taken  as  read.  The  above  addition  to  Clause  1 
is  for  the  protection  of  brokers,  and  appears  to  have  been  the 
outcome  of  an  incident  which  occurred  recently  in  the  hide  or 


skin  trade,  in  which  a  bidder  claimed  a  parcel  of  furs  that 
were  offered  at  auction  on  the  ground  that  his  bid  was  the 
highest,  although  it  did  not  reach  the  owner's  limit.  The 
facts  were  put  before  a  solicitor,  who  did  not  advise  a  con- 
test, and  the  result  was  that  the  bidder's  claim  was  upheld,  and 
the  broker  had  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  highest  bid 
and  the  limit. 

The  Straits  Dollar. 

In  our  issue  of  October  21  (p.  670),  we  referred  to  the  fact 
that  the  dollar-value  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  after  remain- 
ing at  Is.  lid.  or  thereabouts  for  over  a  year,  had  leaped  up 
to  2s.  l!,d.,  and  subsequently  it  advanced  on  one  occasion  to 
2s.  Agd.  Now,  however,  the  dollar  has  been  standardised  at 
2s.  Ail.  by  proclamation  of  the  Straits  Government  on  Janu- 
ary 29.  According  to  the  announcement  of  the  Governor, 
dollars  at  present  will  bo  issued  against  the  deposit  of  gold 
at  the  rate  of  60  dollars  for  seven  sovereigns,  which  means 
that  the  value  of  the  dollar  is  fixed  in  gold  at  2s.  4'/.  Frequent 
complaints  have  of  late  been  made  regarding  the  uncertainty 
of  the  Singapore  exchange,  and  if  the  Government  can  keep 
the  value  permanently  at  2s.  4'/.  it  will  give  merchants  and 
others  the  assurance  necessary  for  carrying  out  successful 
operations.  Much,  of  course,  depends  on  the  cost  of  the 
Straits  dollar,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Government  have 
kept  in  view  the  possibility  of  a  further  advance  in  silver  by 
stating  that  the  arrangement  is  "for  the  present"  only. 

Synthetic  Camphor. 

A  decision  has  been  given  by  the  Board  of  United  States 
General  Appraisers  sustaining  the  claim  of  a  firm  of  importers 
on  the  classification  of  artificial  camphor.  Tin'  importer:, 
protested  against  the  assessment  of  duty  by  the  Collector  at 
the  rate  of  six  cents,  per  pound  on  merchandise  classified  as 
refined  camphor  under  paragraph  12  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1897. 
They  claimed  that  the  merchandise  was  crude  camphor,  and 
accordingly  entitled  to  free  entry  under  paragraph  515,  and 
the  Board  upheld  the  claim,  stating  that  the  article  in  ques- 
tion is  not  produced  from  the  gum  of  the  camphor-tree,  but 
is  the  synthetic  product,  the  result  of  a  partially  secret  process 
covered  by  letters  patent  issued  by  the  United  States.  The 
decision  says:  "The  official  examiner  in  the  Appraiser's 
office  at  the  port  of  Now  York,  experienced  in  appraising 
camphor,  was  unable  to  say  wheth<  r  the  official  sample  was 
gum  camphor  or  a  synthetic  product.  We  are  of  the  opinion, 
therefore,  that  the  merchandise  before  us  must  be  considered 
to  be  camphor  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  used  in  the 
Tariff  Act.  To  hold  otherwise  would  b^  in  effect,  in  innumer- 
able cases  doubtless,  an  abridgment  of  the  opportunity  for 
carrying  out  new  discoveries  in  manufacturing  processes.  The 
claim  of  the  importers  for  free  entry  is  therefore  sustained." 

Acid.  Citric,  is  dearer,  owing  to  the  advance  in  raw 
material.  English  can  be  had  at  Is.  4r/.  and  foreign  at 
Is.  3jf/.  per  lb.,  and  at  these  figures  a  fair  amount  of 
business  has  been  done.  Makers,  however,  quote  Is.  4^<7. 
for  English,  and  are  unwilling  to  contract  for  forward 
delivery     Howards  now  quote  Is.  5'/. 

Acid.  Tartaric,  is  unchanged  at  10ff/.  to  10fr/.  per  11). 
for  foreign  and  ll^d.  to  ll^d.  for  English. 

Alum  has  advanced  5s.  per  ton,  to  51.  15s.  for  lump  and 
61.  5s.  for  ground. 

Aniseed  continues  scarce.  Small  sales  of  Levant  have 
been  made  at  26s..  and  of  fine  Spanish  at  55s..  per  cwt.  For 
Russian  28s.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked. 

Antimony. — Some  fairly  large  arrivals  of  Japanese  crude 
have  taken  place  from  Havre  this  week,  but  they  are  mostly 
for  delivery  against  contract ;  45/.  per  ton  remains  the  spot 
price,  and  for  February-May  shipment  35/..  c.i.f..  has  been 
paid.  Japanese  regulus  is  quoted  64/..  c.i.f..  for  February 
shipment,  and  English  regulus  to  68/.  per  ton. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  100  barrels  of  St.  Vincent  were 
bought  in  at  2^d.  for  good  manufacturing. 

Bismuth. — The  makers  report  an  excellent  demand  for 
the  salts  on  the  basis  of  5s.  lOd.  for  subnitrate  and  6s.  2d. 
for  the  carbonate  in  1-cwt.  quantities. 

Bromides. — The  position  still  continues  very  unsettled, 
principally  on  account  of  a  disagreement  between  the  German 
producers  of  bromine,  some  particulars  of  which  have 
already  appeared  in  our  columns.  Business  is.  therefore, 
almost  at  a  standstill,  so  far  as  makers  are  concerned,  and  a 
reduction  in  prices  would  not  be  surprising.  In  the  circum- 
stances purchases  for  current  requirements  is  the  only 
way  out  of  the  difficulty.  A  fair  business  has  been  done  in 
American  potassium  at  lid.  per  lb. 

Camphor  is  very  firm  owing  to  the  continued  absence  of 
crude,  and  the  opinion  is  expressed  that  we  shall  see  still 
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dearer  prices  for  refined  in  view  of  the  anticipated  spring 
demand.  English  bells  are  still  quoted  3s.  lOd.  and  flowers 
as.  9d.  per  lb.  ;  for  Japanese  tablets  3«.  9d.  is  quoted  for 
i  oz.,  and  3.-'.  6d.  for  ^  oz.,  and  for  near  at  hand  3*.  4i,d 
c.i.f.,  has  been  paid  for  50  cases.  American  refined  has 
advanced  a  further  3c,  to  94c.  (  =  3s.  lid.  in  New  York). 
In  auction.  16  cases  camphor-flowers  were  limited  at  3s.  6d. 
per  lb.,  no  discount,  at  which  sales  have  been  made  privately 
Four  cases  of  Japanese  tablets  oz.)  sold,  without  reserve 
at  from  3s.  4d.  to  3s.  5d. ;  1-oz.  and  ^-oz.  were  held  at  3s.  6d  , 
and  for  ^-oz.  3s.  9d.  was  wanted. 

Canary-seed  is  slow  at  late  rates.  The  spot  price  of 
clean  River  Plate  is  59.?.  per  quarter,  but  new  crop  can  be 
bought  at  50s.,  c.i.f.  terms,  for  February-March  shipment, 
Turkish  and  Larache  are  also  quoted  59.?.  en  the  spot. 

Caraway-seed  is  steady,  but  little  business  has  been 
done  lately.  The  value  of  good  Dutch  remains  at  27.?.  6d. 
to  28.?.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Coriander-seed. — A  parcel  of  inferior  Italian  sold  at 
auction  last  week  without  reserve  at  22.?.  6d.  per  cwt.  For 
fine  quality  30,--.  is  asked.  Good  Russian  has  been  sold  at 
obs.  per  cwt.  No  business  has  been  reported  in  other 
kinds,  but  Madras  is  steady  at  23s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  unchanged  at  77.?.  6d.  per  cwt  for 
98-per-cent,  and  75s.  for  95-per-cent.  powder. 

Cumin  in  rather  better  demand  at  25.?.  6d.  to  26s.  6d  per 
cwt.  for  ordinary  Morocco.    Malta  seed  is  neglected. 

Ergot.— Flat,  In  auction  5  bags  of  good  sound  but  grey 
Russian  were  limited  at  Is.  7%d.  per  lb. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  firm,  but  sales  are  small ;  the  price  of 
Mogador  is  unaltered  at  10.?.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Ferri  et  Ammon.  Cit.  is  2d.  per  lb.  dearer,  the  makers 
having  advanced  their  price  twice  since  our  last,  and  now 
quote  from  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  5</.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Galls.— Persian  blue  are  unaltered  but  still  firmly  held, 
as  spot  stocks  are  almost  cleared.  Considerable  business 
has  been  done  for  shipment. 

Gambier.— .Small  sales  of  cubes  have  been  made  at  29s 
per  cwt. ,  spot. 

Gum  Arabic.— A  good  business  has  been  put  through  this 
week  in  half-hard  Soudan  sorts  at  slightly  easier  rates. 

Indiarubber.— Para  is  easier  at  5s.  Z^d.  per  lb.  to  buy. 

Iodides— Makers  still  report  a  good  demand  on  the  basis 
price  of  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  potassium  iodide.  Most  of  the 
offers  from  Japan  appear  to  be  too  high  for  this  market,  8s., 
c.i.f.,  being  quoted,  but  we  understand  that  business  is 
being  negotiated  at  somewhat  below  this  figure.  A  few 
cases  Japanese  potassium  just  about  landing  could  probably 
be  bought  at  8.s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Linseed  is  steady  at  48s.  to  50s.  per  quarter  for  fine 
qualities. 

Oil,  Aniseed  Star,— China  quotations  continue  much 
above  the  London  parity,  from  5s.  8d.  to  5s.  lid.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  being  asked,  and,  in  consequence,  holders  on  the  spot 
are  firmer.  About  50  to  60  cases  have  been  sold  on  the  s^ot 
at  5s.  M. 

Oil,  Bergamot,  is  unchanged  at  9s.  4d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Castor. — Guaranteed  pure  Hull  make  for  prompt  to 
June  delivery  is  quoted  27/.  15s.  per  ton  for  firsts,  and 
March  to  June  delivery  25/.  15.s.  per  ton  for  seconds,  barrels 
included,  delivered  free  ex  wharf,  London. 

Oil,  Citronella,  is  steady  at  from  1.?.  6d.  to  1?.  Id. 
per  11).,  spot. 

Oil,  Clove,  is  quoted  3s.  8d.  per  lb.  In  auction,  two 
cases  of  oil,  guaranteed  to  contain  83  to  85  per  cent,  of 
eugenol.  were  held  at  3s.  9d. 

Oil.  Cod-ltvee. — A  considerable  amount  of  interest  has 
been  shown  in  this  article,  and  a  fair  business  has  been  done 
in  the  new  Norwegian  oil  for  principally  February  delivery 
at  from  66s.  to  68.<\  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  and  upwards.  Com- 
petition among  agents  is  keen,  and  this  leads  to  active 
price-cutting.  At  the  close  the  lower  figure  of  63.?.  is 
quoted  for  new.  As  will  be  seen  on  another  page, 
new  oil  is  again  of  fine  quality.  Writing  on  Jan- 
uary 22,  our  correspondent  at  Bergen  informs  us  that 
the  news  from  the  cod-fishing  centres  continues  very  satis- 
factory, both  in  regard  to  the  catch  and  the  condition  of  the 


cod.  A  total  catch  of  about  two  million  cod  is  already  re- 
ported, yielding  nearly  2.000  barrels  of  cod-liver  oil.  It  is 
several  years  ago  since  the  cod-fishing  began  at  so  early  a 
date  with  an  output  worth  mentioning.  In  the  two  fore- 
going years  (1904-1905)  it  was  not  until  four  weeks  later 
that  regular  fishing  began.  About  300  to  400  livers  are 
required  to  fill  an  hectolitre,  against  400  to  500  last  year, 
and  500  to  800  in  1904  at  the  opening  of  the  fishing.  The 
livers  contain  about  50  per  cent,  of  oil,  or  about  the  same 
percentage  as  last  year  and  33  per  cent,  in  1904.  The  weather 
has  until  now  been  favourable  to  the  fishing,  the  further  de- 
velopment of  which  is,  of  course,  entirely  dependent  on  good 
weather.  The  Bergen  market  is  very  quiet,  most  of  the 
buyers  preferring  to  hold  back  at  present.  The  last  business 
in  unrefined  oil  corresponded  to  67".  to  68s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  finest  new  oil.  Old  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil 
is  quoted  at  65?.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  The  export  from  Bergen 
to  date  amounts  to  679  barrels,  against  151  barrels  at  the 
corresponding  date  of  last  year.  Writing  further  on  Janu- 
ary 27,  our  correspondent  states  :  "  .Since  my  last  report  the 
weather  has  been  stormy  all  over  the  coast,  so  that  the  fisher- 
men have  not  been  able  to  get  on  the  sea.  Consequently 
little  increase  is  expected  in  the  catch.  Nevertheless,  the  oil- 
market  at  Bergen  continues  very  quiet,  and  finest  1906  non- 
congealing  cod-liver  oil  cannot  be  quoted  above  66s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  and  at  the  same  time  for  finest  1905 
oil  64?.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  has  been  paid."  Our 
Bergen  correspondent  writes  again  on  January  29  that  the 
total  output  of  the  cod  fisheries  up  to  date  amounts  to 
2.600.000  cod,  with  a  yield  of  cod-liver  oil  of  about  2,500 
barrels.  During  the  foregoing  two  years  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  regular  fishing  did  not  commence  before  the 
middle  of  February.  As  to  the  condition  of  the  cod,  we 
give  you  the  following  particulars  : 


1906 

1905 

1904 

Weight  of  100  cod  at 
beginning  of  Lofoten 
fishing 

Numbers  of  livers  to  fill 
a  hectolitre 

Liver's  percentage  of  oil 

Kilos. 
260  to  300 

260  to  360 
50  to  54% 

Kilos. 
215_to  235 

400  to  550 

50% 

Kilos. 
170  to  2C0 

550  to  800 
38% 

The  further  results  of  the  fishing  will  much  depend  on  the 
weather.  Last  week  fishing  was  hindered  by  storms,  and 
the  increase  of  the  catch,  therefore,  was  trifling.  Never- 
theless buyers  of  cil  are  uneasy  and  unwilling  to  contract 
even  at  the  present  low  figures.  Finest  new  non-congealing 
cod-liver  oil  from  Lofoten  cannot  be  quoted  above  65.?.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date 
amount  to  800  barrels,  against  259  barrels  at  the  correspond- 
ing date  of  last  year. 

A  London  firm  of  agents  wrote  on  January  26  that  their 
principals  in  Berg;en,  in  a  letter  received  on  that  date,  state 
that  the  "quantities  so  far  actually  arrived  are  small, 
and  until  further  parcels  clue  at  the  end  of  the  week 
are  received,  they  will  not  be  able  to  give  moro 
exact  information  *  as  to  the  quality  of  the  new  oU. 
The  catch  continues  satisfactory,  with  occasional  interruptions 
owing  to  bad  weather.  At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  stated  that 
on  the  basis  of  cost  of  unrefined  oil,  the  best  refined  non- 
freezing  quality  cannot  be  offered  under  69s.,  c.i.f.  Hull ;  but  a 
cable  received  this  morning  evidently  indicates  that  quota- 
tions are  slightly  lower,  and  wo  can  at  present  quote  for 
finest  new  non-freezing  Lofoten  oil  for  shipment  first  half  of 
February,  also  further  forward,  65s.  per  barrel  net,  c.i.f. 
Newcastle  or  Hull.  We  have  received  advice  of  arrival  at 
Newcastle  of  a  first  consignment,  which  should  bo  in  London 
by  Monday  morning." 

Oil.  Lemon. — Comes  firmer  from  Messina  at  2.s.  6d.  to 
2.?.  6jr7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  forward  delivery. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — In  auction,  ten  cases  Kobayashi 
brand  Japanese  dementholised  oil  sold  at  from  4s.  Id.  to 
4s.  2d.,  10  cases  Suzuki  at  3s.  10d.,  and  20  cases  Yazawa 
at  from  3s.  lOd.  to  3s.  lid.,  with  one  lot  at  3s.  9d.  per  lb., 
all  without  reserve.  Privately  there  are  sellers,  American 
HGH  at  13s.  6d.  spot,  being  about  6d.  lower. 

Opium. — Persian  has  been  in  rather  more  demand,  and  a 
fair  quantity  has  changed  hands  at  18?. ;  for  secondary  soft 
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shipping  full  rates  have  been  paid,  and  small  sales  ot  Turkey 
druggists'  have  been  made  at  recent  rates. 

Smyrna,  January  20. — The  market  this  week  has  been 
animated  on  account  of  the  execution  of  orders  on  behalf 
of  England  and  the  United  States.  The  sales  amount 
to  170  eases,  including  20  cases  current  t.q.  at  the  equivalent 
of  Is.  5d.,  58  cases  Karahissar  at  7s.  8il..  23  cases  inspected 
Karahissar  at  7s.  10(7.,  and  six  cases  Yerli  t.q.  at  from  8s.  2d. 
at  8s.  4(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  market  closes  firm  with  buyers, 
and  the  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  1,419  cases,  against  4.136 
cases  at  the  same  time  last  year.  It  is  stated  that  holders 
are  now  more  inclined  to  take  the  present  pessimistic  advic  s 
concerning  the  crop  into  consideration.  No  doubt  these 
reports  of  damage  arc  more  or  less  exaggerated,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  true  some  damage  has  been  done. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Russian  Petrolevm  oil  has  been  reduced 
|(7.  per  gal.,  spot  being  quoted  5^(7.  to  5§r7.,  and  Roumanian 
has  also  been  lowered  %d.  to  5%d.  American  is  unchanged  at 
from  6&d.  to  6g(/.,  and  water  white  at  7|c/.  to  7fr7.  "  Tur- 
pentine is  easier  at  from  47s.  6(7.  to  47s.  9(7.  per  cwt.  for 
American  on  the  spot.  Linseed  is  dearer  at  21s.  lO^rf.  for 
pipes  and  22s.  l^d.  for  barrels.  Refined  Rape  is  quiet  at  26s.. 
and  ordinary  brown  at  25s.  Ceylon  Coconut  is  worth 
28s.  6d.,  and  Cochin  34s.  per  cwt. 

Potash  Citrate.— The  makers  have  advanced  their  price 
twice  this  week — 1(7.  on  each  occasion — and  now  quote  from 
Is.  4^(7.  to  Is.  5(7..  according  to  quantity. 

Quicksilver  is  very  firm  and  active,  with  a  rising  ten- 
dency, at  77.  7s.  6d.  per  bottle  from  the  importers.  Messrs. 
Rothschild  have  renewed  their  contract  with  the  Spanish 
Government. 

Quinine  is  quiet  but  steady,  there  being  few  sellers  at  the 
present  value  of  8^(7.  per  oz.*  spot,  for  B  &  S  and/or  Bruns- 
wick, buyers  of  which  offer  8£(7.  Values  for  forward 
delivery  are  also  unchanged  at  8§(7.  for  May.  and  8§(7.  for 
August.  The  market  closes  with  buyers  at  Q^d.,  owing  to 
the  announcement  of  small  bark  shipments. 

Santonin. — The  makers  have  advanced  their  price  by 
2m.  per  kilo.,  and  now  quote  from  31s.  3(7.  to  34s.  6d.  per  lb., 
the  lower  figure  being  for  2-cwt.  quantities. 

Scammony-root. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  at  some- 
what easier  prices. 

Shellac  is  much  dearer,  the  market  having  been  excited 
by  the  news  from  Calcutta  that  a  fire  at  one  of  Messrs. 
Ralli's  godowns  has  destroyed  2,500  chests.  Immediately 
the  spot  market  responded  with  a  5s.  to  10s.  advance, 
middling  to  good  TN  realising  from  192s.  to  200s.  per  cwt. 
Garnet  is  also  dearer,  and  for  Button  182s.  6d.  to  185s.  has 
been  paid.  Futures  have  also  acvanced  5s.,  TX  for  March 
delivery  changing  hands  at  198-..  and  May  at  200s. 

SriCES.— At  auction  70  barrels  Jamaica  Ginger  were 
bought  in;  fair  washed  rough  Cochin  was  also  bought  in  at 
29s.,  and  small  washed  rough  at  27s.  The  offerings  of  White 
pepper  passed  the  hammer  unsold,  including  fine  Singapore 
in  cases  at  lid.,  good  fair  in  bags  8£r/.,  and  fair  at  7±d.  ; 
fine  decorticated  Java  was  also  bought  in  at  Is.  Privately. 
Singapore,  on  the  spot,  is  quoted  7gc7.  to  7{d.  In  auction, 
Alleppy  partly  sold  at  5±d.  for  fair,  being  lower;  and  pri- 
vately. Singapore  has  been  sold  at  5^(7.  for  January-March 
shipment,  the  spot  price  for  Singapore  being  5j(7.  Pimento 
at  auction  was  bought  in  at  2|r7.  for  fair,  being  steady. 
Nutmegs  were  quiet,  and  Mace  dearer.  No  Cloves  were 
offered  at  auction.  Privatelv.  a  fair  spot  business  has  been 
done  in  Zanzibar  at  5|rf.  to  5|fr7.  per  lb.  The  delivery 
market  has  been  very  quiet,  with  sales  of  a  few  hundred 
bales  March-May  at  5|rf.  at  the  close  of  last  week.  This 
week  practically  no  business  is  reported,  there  being  sellers 
on  Wednesday  at  5g<7.  for  January-March,  and  5hU7.  for 
March-May. 

Tracacanth. — Almost  all  grades  of  Persian  and  medium 
qualities  of  Baghdad  have  been  in  demand  during  the  past 
fortnight. 

Turmeric. — Madras  finger  is  firmlv  held,  and  sales  have 
been  made  at  18s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  for  fair.  Bengal  continues 
slow  of  sale  at  from  13s.  to  14s.  per  cwt.  as  to  quantity. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  auctions  to-day  comprised  first-hand  goods  only,  the 
features  of  which  were  the  sales  of  menthol  and  peppermint 
oil  without  reserve.    Cape  aloes  being  scarce  brought  dearer 


prices,  while  for  Sumatra  benzoin  fully  steady  to  rather 
dearer  rat(  s  were  paid.  Cardamoms  also  sold  at  b  ttter  prices. 
Ceylon  coca  leaves  were  about  steady;  Cascara  sagrada 
again  suffered  a  slight  decline.  Fur  Jamaica  limi  -v.  which 
is  in  small  supply,  firm  prices  wore  paid.  Rio  ipecacuanha 
was  barely  steady,  but  the  quality  was  mostly  indifferent, 
part  being"  false  packed.  Kino  .sold  cheaply  com  par  d  with 
private  prices.  Menthol  was  about  3'/.  per  lb.  <li  lap  -v.  with- 
out reserve.  Japanese  peppermint  oil.  also  without  reserve, 
was  about  4(7.  to  6</.  lower.  Rhubarb  was  quiet,  and  Jamaica 
sarsaparilla  advanced  Id.  There  was  practically  no  demand 
for  bees'  wax,  and  prices  were  unalter  -d.  Japanese  was  a 
shade  cheaper  on  a  forced  sale.  The  following  table  shows 
the  amount  of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 

Offered    Sold                            Offered  Sold 
Aloes—  Musk-seed   1  ...  0 

Cape    25  ...    25      Myrrh    25  ...  0 

Curacao    31  ...    34  Oil— 

Asafetida   46  ...  * ^ 6        cinnamon-leaf  ...   22  ...  6 

Bael  fruit   5  ...    "5        citronella    1  ...  0 

Balsam—  clove    2  ...  0 

Copaiba   5  ...     0  cod-liver   10  ...  0 

B»nzoiu —  eucalyptus    68  ...  0 

Palembang    69  ...     0         lemongrass    16  ...  0 

Sumatra    161  ...  104         orange  (W.I.)  ...     5  ...  5 

Calumba    50  ...     0         peppermint    40  ...  40 

Camphor —  wintergreen   1  ...  0 

Kenned  Jap   25...     4       Olibhiumi   17...  0 

Flowers   16  ...     0      Orange-peel   46  ...  0 

Cardamoms    256  ...  150      Orris    41  ...  0 

Cascara  sagrada ...    80...    80       Patchouli    34...  0 

Cinchona    96  ...    83      Rhatany    10  ...  3 

Coca-leaves —  Rhubarb — 

Ceylon    24  ...    24         China   37  ...  6 

Cochineal   17...      2  English   16...  16 

Oolocynth   1...     1      Sandalwood   27...  0 

Coriander-seed  ...    50  ...     0      Sandarac    6  ...  0 

Cubebs    21...     0       Sirsaparilla   21...  11 

Ergot   5  ...     0  Senna 

Euphorbium   29  ...     0        Tiimevelly    65  ...  65 

Gamboge    1  ...     0      Strophanthus    9  ...  9 

Gum  arabic    10  ...     0      Tonka  beans   5  ...  5 

Honey —  Wax  (bees',) — 

Jamaica    55  ...    42         Cape    5  ...  0 

Ipecacuanha —  East  Indian    29  ...  0 

Rio(MattoGrosso)  17  ...     5         Morocco   3...  0 

Rio  (Miuas)    7  ...     0         Spanish   10...  0 

Jalap    10  ...    10  West  Indian    ...     3  ...  1 

Kino    2  ...     2  Zanzibar    59  ...  0 

lame-juice    3  ...     3      Wax  (Japanese]  ...    24  ...  24 

Menthol   29  ...  29 

*  Sold  privately. 

Aloes. — Cape,  being  in  small  supply,  sold  irregularly,  but 
at  an  advance  of  Is.  to  Is.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Good  to  fine  bright 
hard  firsts  realised  26s.  to  27s..  fair  ditto  24s.  6d.  to  25s.  6d., 
mixed  livery  and  drossy  selling  at  22s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  ;  34 
boxes  Curacao  also  offered  and  sold,  including  good  to  dark 
liver  at  37s..  fair  to  dull  liver  at  31s.  to  27s.  6(7.,  dull,  part 
capey  at  25$.,  and  capey  21s.  per  cwt..  subject. 

Asafetida. — A  lot  of  46  cases  was  offered  without  reserve, 
but  the  broker  said  they  had  been  sold  previous  to  the 
auction. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  met  with  a  good  demand  at  rather 
firmer  prices.  Fine  seconds  sold  at  87.  10s.  and  a  pile  of 
good  seconds  well  packed  with  pale  almonds  and  slightly 
storax  flavour  sold  at  87.  ;  slightly  false  packed  ditto  sold 
at  77.  7s.  6(7.  to  77.  10s. ;  good  fair  ditto  at  6'.  10s.  to  77. : 
and  for  fair  partly  false  packed,  57.  17s.  6<7.  to  67.  was  paid, 
ordinary  thirds  selling  at  from  47.  15s.  to  47.  16s.  per  cwt. 
For  good  Palembang  seconds,  in  small  tins.  41s.  was  refused. 

Cardamoms. — With  a  fair  demand  and  competition 
rather  better  prices  were  paid  for  small  and  medium, 
while  bold  were  steady.  Ceylon-Mysore  extra  fine  bold 
pale  picked  2s.  8(7..  good  bold  pale  2s.  1(7.  to  2s.  4(7..  medium 
and  bold  pale  Is.  8(7.  to  Is.  9(7.,  bold  medium  pale  Is.  2d.  to 
Is.  6-/..  medium  pale  heavy  Is.  Id.,  small  pale  9^(7.  to  10(7.. 
very  small  pale  8^(7. ,  small  splits  8^d.  to  9(7..  bold  splits 
10^(7..  brown  and  split  8(7.  to  8i,(7..  ordinarv  pale  seed  10(7. 
to  10^7..  fair  to  Is.,  and  fine  dark  1*.  1(7.  per  lb. 

Ceylon-Malabar,  small  unbleached  8-^(7.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Fair  quill  of  1905  crop  sold  rather 
cheaply  at  26s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — A  parcel  of  82  serens  of  Loxa  quill  sold  at 
from  8(7.  to  9|(7.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  For  a  bale 
of  papery  flat  cultivated  damaged  Calisaya  6j<7.  was  paid, 
subject ;  7  bales  of  yellow  bark  were  bought  in  at  Is.  2d. 
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per  lb.,  and  5  bales  of  quill  at  Id.  The  exports  from  Java 
during  January  amounted  to  597.000  Amst.  lbs. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  greenish  Ceylon  sold  at  Is.  and  fair 
10±d.  to  lid.  per  lb. 

Cochineal  partly  sold  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  for  good  silvery 
Tcneriffe  greys. 

C'olocynth. — A  case  of  ordinary  broken  apple  realised 
1$.  per  lb.,  without  reserve. 

Gamboge. — The  only  case  offered  to-day  was  held  at  20/. 
per  cwt.  for  good,  slightly  blocky  Siam  pipe. 

Honey. — Jamaica,  the  only  description  offered,  brought 
rather  firmer  rates.  Forty  cases  of  good  pale  to  yellow 
setting  realised  25s.,  and  yellow  setting  23s.  6(7.  Twelve 
cases  of  darkish  amber  liquid  from  St.  Lucia  sold  at  22s. 

Ipecacuanha . — The  stocks  of  ipecac,  at  the  Crutched 
Friars  warehouse  on  January  31  consisted  of  106  bales  Rio, 
27  Minas,  29  East  Indian,  and  16  Cartagena.  The  deliveries 
for  January  amount  to  23  packages,  being  rather  better  than 
in  December.  Several  of  the  bales  of  Matto  Grosso  ipecac, 
offered  at  to-day's  auctions  displayed  very  uneven  quality, 
as  upon  close  examination  of  the  ends  below  the  surface  a 
few  handfuls  of  common  woody  and  stemmy  root  were 
brought  to  light,  while  the  centres  of  the  bales  showed  fair 
average  quality.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  such 
indiscriminate  packing  has  been  noticed,  and  it  is  evidently 
the  work  of  an  inexperienced  hand.  In  auction,  prices  of 
Matto  Grosso  were  Id.  per  lb.  cheaper.  About  half-a-dozen 
bales  dull  grey  realised  6s.  per  lb.,  and  for  fair  bold  6s.  2d. 
was  paid.  Privately,  no  good  quality  is  to  be  had  under 
6s.  3(7.  per  lb.  Cultivated  native  picked  Minas  was  bought 
in  at  6s.  3(7. 

Jalap. — Ten  bags  of  fair  small  to  bold  Vera  Cruz  offered 
without  reserve,  and  sold  at  Ad.  per  lb. — no  analysis. 

Kino. — Two  cases  good  Cochin  grain  sold  without  reserve 
at  Id.  per  lb.    Privately  9(7.  is  about  the  price. 

Lime-juice. — Three  puncheons  of  common  brown  raw 
West  Indian  were  sold  without  reserve  at  Ad.  per  gallon. 

Menthol  was  about  the  only  feature  of  the  sale,  9  cases 
Kobayashi  brand  selling,  without  reserve,  at  from  7.s.  Id. 
to  7s.  9f/.,  being  from  l^d.  to  3<7.  lower  than  the  nominal 
private  price;  20  cases  Suzuki  also  sold,  without  reserve, 
at  from  7s.  to  7s.  3(7.  per  lb.  Forty  cases  have  arrived  per 
Falcon  from  Havre  this  week. 

Musk-seeds  of  fair  flavour  from  St.  Lucia  were  bought  in 
at  5(7.  per  lb. 

Oil.  Eucalyptus. — For  oil  containing  72  per  cent,  of 
cineel  1«.  2d.  per  lb.  was  wanted,  and  oil  containing  69  per 
cent,  was  held  at  Is.  3(7. 

Oil.  Orange. — Four  barrels  of  hand-pressed  from  Jamaica 
sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  street,  and  a  barrel  of  bitter  realised 
6s.  8(7. 

Orris. — Fair  Florentine  sorts  were  held  at  30  s.  per  cwt., 
and  for  Verona  a  bid  of  15s.  6d.  was  refused. 

Rhatany. — Very  chumpy  root  via  Arica  partly  sold  at 
l±d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb  was  quiet  but  steady.  A  few  cases  of  medium 
flat  Canton,  part  small,  with  three-quarters  pinky  fracture, 
sold  at  Is.  3(7.  per  lb.,  and  for  a  case  of  Canton  trimming- 
root  with  three-quarters  pinky  fracture  1?.  Ail.  was  paid. 
Two  cases  of  slightly  wormy  round  and  flat  Shensi  sold 
without  reserve  at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  lOd.  ;  16  bags  of 
English  rhubarb  were  also  offered,  of  which  8  had  been 
sold  privately,  and  the  remainder  brought  2^1.  per  lb., 
without  reserve,  gross  for  net — no  allowances  or  discount. 

Sarsaparilla. — Dearer.  Grey  Jamaica  continues  scarce. 
Only  11  bales  were  offered  and  sold  at  Is.  9(7.  for  good  grey 
fibrous  to  part  rough  and  coarse,  sea-damaged  realising 
Is.  8'/..  being  Id.  dearer.  For  good  Honduras  "J.B." 
brand  a  bid  of  Is.  Id.  was  refused,  Is.  6d.  being  the  nominal 
buying-in  price. 

Sexxa. — Tinnevelly  sold  at  unaltered  rates  from  Id.  to 
l\d.  per  lb.,  being  paid  for  small  ordinary  specky  leaf. 
Pods  realised  from  Jd.  up  to  l\d.  for  dark  to  pale. 

Tonka  Beans. — Five  bags  common  foxy  and  broken  Para 
sold  without  reserve  at  Ad.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees,  was  almost  a  dead  letter  in  auction.  No 
Jamaica  was  offered.   A  case  of  dark  brown  and  grey  mixed 


West  Indian  sold  at  61.  17s.  6d.,  and  two  others  were 
bought  in.  Good  even  brown  Zanzibar  was  limited  at 
61.  15s.,  yellow  Spanish  was  bought  in  at  61.  10s.,  and  for 
unbleached  Calcutta  from  61.  10-s.  to  61.  12s.  6d.  was  wanted. 

Wax,  Japan. — In  auction  24  cases  of  good  pale  squares 
sold  without  reserve  at  from  55s.  to  56s.  Privately  small 
spot  sales  have  been  made  at  57s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  good. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  little  of  change  or  of  special  importance  to  mention 
regarding  the  condition  of  aftairs  in  the  heavy-chemical 
market.  A  fair  all-round  demand  is  being  experienced,  and 
values  are  mostly  unchanged  and  steady  in  tone.  Forward 
business  is  rather  quiet. 

Alkali-produce. — Main  products  are  in  good  all-round 
request,  and  bleaching-powder  is  fully  maintained.  Saltcake, 
although  nominally  unchanged,  is  somewhat  firmer,  with 
steady  forward  inquiry. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  shows  little  fluctuation  of  moment 
just  at  present,  but  the  tone  is  not  very  strong,  and  a  slight 
decline  seems  likely.  Shipments  have  recently  been  fairly 
good.  Present  nominal  figures:  Beckton,  February-April, 
12/.  17s.  6d.  ;  Beckton  terms,  121.  15s.  ;  London.  121.  15s. ; 
Leith,  121.  13s.  9(7.  ;  and  Hull,  121.  8s.  9(7.  to  121.  10s. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  continue  steady,  and  are 
now  in  better  supply.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and 
Scotch  deliveries,  3d.  per  lb.,  less  2g  per  cent.  Glasgow. 
Export  2|(7.  per  lb.  net.  f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Bichromate  of  soda, 
English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  2\d.  per  lb.,  less  2£  per  cent. 
Glasgow.    Export  2d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Alumina  Products.-  A  firm  tone  rules  in  this  market,  and 
the  consumptive  demand  both  on  homo  and  export  account  is 
a  full  average.  Crystal  alum,  lump,  5/.  to  5/.  5s.  per  ton ;  lump, 
in  tierces,  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  10s.,  and  ground  in  bags  57.  10s.  to 
57.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  qualities,  and 
practically  free  of  iron,  47.  to  47.  10s.  per  ton  for  ordinary 
strength  in  large  casks,  and  customary  allowances  for  bags 
and  loose  slabs,  and  usual  extras  for  higher  strengths. 
Aluminous  cake  50s.  to  55s.,  and  aluminoferric  50s.  to  60s. 
per  ton,  in  accordance  with  condition,  package,  and  delivery. 
Hydrate  of  alumina,  high  strength  A1203  and  purest  quality, 
12/.  to  127.  10s.  per  ton  in  largo  casks.  Special  jjulp  hydrate 
of  alumina  15s.  to  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  pulp  dried  and  in  lump 
37s.  6(7.  to  33s.  per  cwt.,  and  ground  33s.  to  38s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 
Aluminate  of  soda,  high  strength  A120S,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per 
cwt. ;  second  quality,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt.  Carbonate  of 
alumina  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  January  30. 
Our  drug-market  shows  a  fair  amount  of  business  this  week. 
Agar-Agar  is  firm,  prime  being  quoted  290m.  per  100  kilos. 
Antimony  is  firmer  at  84m.  per  100  kilos. 
Aloes. — Capo  is  quoted  56m.  and  Curacao  50m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  steady  at  9m.  per  kilo,  from  first  hands. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  strong  and  scarce  at  from  780m.  to 
800m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  very  firm  at  54m.  to  55m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Cuminseed  is  firmer;  Malta  is  quoted  63m.  and  Mogador 
54m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  strong  anel  advancing;  grey  is  quoted 
290m.  to  300m.,  and  yellow  440m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  firmer  at  265m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  flat  at  from  350m.  to  340m.  per  100  kilos. 

Galangal  is  firm,  and  dearer  at  36m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  quiet,  Cartagena  being  quoted  13m.  and  Rio 
13jm.  per  kilc. 

Jalap  is  in  good  demand  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  somewhat  firmer  at  from  430m.  to  440m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  flat  at  17m.  per  kilo. 

Spermaceti  is  advancing  at  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax  (Japanese)  is  steady  on  the  spot  at  108m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wormseed  is  very  firm,  green  being  held  at  135m.  to  140m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  oil  remains  firm  at  55im.  per  100 
kilos,  for  first  pressing  in  barrels.  Non-congealing'  cod-liver 
oil  is  cpioted  68m.  per  barrel.  Rape  is  firm  at  52|m.  per  100 
kilos.  Chinese  wood  oil  on  the  spot  is  scarce  at  62m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential).— Star  anise  is  firm  at  12m.  per  kilo. 
Camphor  oil  is  very  scai'ce  at  130m.  per  kilo.  Cassia  oil  is 
firmer  at  7^m.  per  kilo.  Peppermint  oil  (H.G.H.)  is  quoted 
lSjm.  per  kilo.,  and  Japanese  9,Jm.  per  kilo. 


Drugs  valued  at  $42,953  wero  imported  into  Bermuda 
during  1904,  compared  with  $38,841  during  1903.  Great 
Britain  furnished  $12,823  and  the  United  States  $28,100. 
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Houltcratco  SanoaKMl. 

By  Ernest  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 


FOR  some  time  past  large  parcels  of  sandalwood  oil  have 
been  arriving  in  this  country  from  Germany,  which 
have  been  sold  at  prices  that  were,  to  say  the  least,  very 
suspicious.  I  drew  attention  to  tfiem  in  this  journal 
(January  20,  p.  72).  Since  then  I  have  more  fully  ex- 
amined a  sample  of  the  oil,  which  I  had  for  some  time 
regarded  with  considerable  suspicion,  and  felt  confident 
■that  it  had  been  tampered  with,  but  was  not  able  to  decide 
what  with.  The  samples  were  at  times  very  soluble,  at 
others  rather  less  soluble  than  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
requires  them  to  be,  but  recently  one  has  passed  through 
my  hands  which  has  enabled  me  definitely  to  decide  as  to 
the  nature  of  at  least  one  of  the  adulterants. 

I  may  say  that  this  oil  has  not  passed  through  any 
English  firm,  and  is  definitely  of  German  origin,  so  that 
this  note  will  perhaps  be  useful  in  putting  buyers  on  their 
guard,  and  preventing  the  oil  being  handled  in  London. 
The  special  sample  of  oil  had  the  following  characters  : 

Specific  gravity  at  15°  C,  0.970 

Optical  rotation  (100  mm.),  -  14° 

It  was  soluble  in  5  volumes  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol 

Apparent  santalol-value.  (free),  93.5  per  cent. 

Combined  santalol,  3.5  per  cent. 

By  repeated  fractionation  under  reduced  pressure,  a  small 
amount  (about  5  per  cent.)  was  obtained  which  boiled  at 
220°  C.  at  ordinary  pressure,  with  slight  decomposition. 
The  specific  gravity  was  0.943.  and  the  refractive  index  at 
20°  C.  1.4832.  The  odour  of  this  oil  (of  which  only  8  c.c. 
was  obtained)  left  no  doubt  as  to  its  being  terpineol.  A 
very  small  yield  of  crystalline  nitrosochloride  was  obtained 
by  Wallach's  method  (Liebig's  "  Annalen,"  277,  120),  which 
melted  at  115°  C,  this  being  sufficiently  near  113°  C.  to 
confirm  the  identity  of  the  body,  although  not  quite  pure. 

I  am  not  able  to  state  with  certainty,  but  I  am  pursuing 
the  matter  further,  what  the  other  adulterant  used  actually 
is,  but  from  my  results  I  had  very  little  doubt  that  it  is 
a  West  Indian  sandalwood  oil,  rendered  soluble  by  frac- 
tionation, and  also  of  a  higher  santalol-value  than  the 
normal.  I  have  also  just  received  a  small  sample  of  what  is 
evidently  the  same  oil  from  a  Continental  friend,  who 
informs  me  that  he  has  also  separated  terpineol  from  it. 


^estimation  of  Ib^oroocn  pcroyioc. 

By  J.  A.  Hughes,  Ph.C,  F.C.S. 


THE  B.P.  method  of  estimating  solution  of  peroxide  of 
hydrogen  is  by  nitrometer.  I  do  not  know  whether 
•that  method  is  generally  adopted,  but  I  find  titration  with 
permanganate  solution  exceedingly  simple  and  expeditious. 
I  prepare  a  solution  of  potassium  permanganate  5.62  grams 
to  the  litre,  or,  roughly,  10  grains  in  4  oz.  Each  volume  of 
this  solution  is  then  equivalent  to  an  equal  volume  of  oxygen. 

To  apply  the  test  rapidly  in  the  shop  simply  take  1  n.  dr. 
of  the  peroxide,  add  1  fl.  dr.  of  acid,  sulph.  dil.,  and  then 
add  the  permanganate  solution  slowly  as  long  as  it  is  de- 
colourised. The  number  of  drachms  of  permanganate  solu- 
tion required  will  give  the  strength  of  the  peroxide  in 
volumes.  Thus  1  dr.  of  "  10  vol."  peroxide  will  decolourise 
10  dr.  of  the  permanganate,  1  dr.  of  "  20  vol."  peroxide  will 
require  20  dr.,  and  for  any  intermediate  strength  a  corre- 
sponding number  of  drachms  of  the  permanganate  solution. 


Dermatitic  Dye.— The  "  Bollettino  Chimico-Farmaeeu- 
■tico  "  reports  that  a  wool-carder  was  recently  accused  of 
keeping  and  offering  for  sale  the  French  dye  called  "  Eriz- 
maline,"  which  contains  paraphenylenediamine,  the  use  of 
which  induces  dermatitis.  A  lady  who  had  used  the  dye  for 
her  hair  had  an  attack  of  dermatitis  which  was  considered 
serious.  The  case  was  tried  at  Turin,  and  the  accused  was 
acquitted,  but  the  stock  of  "  Erizmaline  "  was  ordered  to  be 
confiscated. 


Consul  ir  oansd. 


SnANCHAI. 

The  Austro-Hungariun  Consul  at  Shanghai  reports  that 
the  imports  of  pharmaceutical  products  into  that  port  in 
1904  amounted  to  5,889,000f..  as  against  4,668,000f.  in  1903. 
The  import-duty  is  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  the  chief 
supplying  countries  are  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  the 
United  States.  The  Austrian  Consul  advises  his  country- 
men to  make  great  efforts  to  gain  the  market,  as  a  steady 
increase  in  the  importation  of  these  products  is  to  bo 
anticipated. 

German  Trade  with  India. 
An  important  report  on  German  trade  with  India,  which 
has  been  compiled  by  Sir  William  Ward,  our  Consul-General 
at  Hamburg,  has  been  issued  by  the  Foreign  Office.  Sir 
William  states  that  the  trade  between  Germany  and  India 
has  during  the  past  decade  experienced  a  marked  develop- 
ment, the  total  value  of  the  annual  imports  from  India  to 
Germany  having  during  this  period  increased  about  50  per 
cent.,  while  the  total  value  of  the  annual  exports  from 
Germany  to  India  has  increased  about  100  per  cent.  Indian 
official  statistics  show  that  Germany  now  ranks  third  in 
importance  among  the  various  countries  of  the  world  in  the 
value  both  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  India.   At  the 
same  time,  it  should  be  remarked  that  the  share  taken  by 
Germany,  more  especially  in  the  import  trade  of  India,  is 
still  very  far  behind  in  importance  compared  with  that  taken 
by  the  United  Kingdom.    The  Consul-General  adds  that 
considerable  as  the  total  value  of  the  exports  from  India 
to  Germany  appears  to  be,  the  statistics  do  not  adequately 
represent  the  total  value  of  the  Indian  produce  which 
doubtless  finds  its  way  (in  particular  via  Hamburg)  to  Ger- 
many, and  is  paid  for  and  consumed  in  Germany.    For  a 
considerable  portion  of  such  goods  are  still  handled  by 
London  firms,  being  shipped  from  India  to  London  "  and /or 
Havre,"  "and/or  Hamburg"  ("and/or  New  York"  even), 
and  the  owner  or  consignee  disposes  of  them  to  the  port 
which  offers  him  the  best  price,  receiving  payment  in  time 
to  meet  the  drafts  drawn  against  them.    The  steamers 
bringing   this    Indian    produce    discharge,    however,  in 
London,    whence    it   reaches    the   consuming  port — pos- 
sibly   Hamburg    or    Bremen — by    some    other  vessel, 
and  the  country  whence  these  Indian  goods  are  derived, 
when  they  reach  Germany,  is  then  given  in  the  statistical 
tables  as  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands, 
etc.   Among  the  imports  into  Germany  from  India  last  year 
were  420,000/.  worth  of  shellac  (165,000/.  in  1902),  linseed 
1.250, 000/.,    rape-seed   1,000.000/.,    sesame-seed  550,000/., 
poppy-seed  280,000/.,  copra  145,000/.,  and  catechu  75.000/. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  these  seeds  was  for  the  many 
oil-mills  established  in  the  Hamburg  district.    Other  im- 
portant articles  received  from  India  included  pepper,  wax, 
oil-cake,  sandalwood,  blacklead,  tea,  etc.    Among  the  ex- 
ports from  Germany  to  India  in  1904,  which  amounted 
altogether  to  4,155,000/.,  were  aniline  and  other  tar  dyes 
valued  at  215,000/.,  and  alizarine  valued  at  145,000/.  The 
first-named  figures  represent  a  steady  increase  during  the 
past  four  years,  but  the  alizarine-imports  are  5.000/.  less 
than  in  1902.    Summing  up  the  situation,  Sir  William  Ward 
writes  that  though  German  export  trade  to  India  has  not 
up  to  the  present  reached  any  very  great  importance,  par- 
ticularly when  compared  with  the  export  trade  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Germany,  and 
more  especially  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  are  exerting  them- 
selves in  many  directions  to  extend  their  trade  with  India. 
"German  firms  already  connected  in  business  with  India," 
he  states,  "have,  indeed,  lately  begun  to  complain  of  in- 
creasing competition  on  the  part  of  other  German  firms  ;  and 
competent  authorities  have  assured  me  that  of  late  numerous 
German  shipping-houses,  after  finding  that  North  and  South 
America  seemed  to  offer  an  insufficient  field  for  their  busi- 
ness operations,  and  that  business  with  the  Far  East  was  too 
difficult,  have  turned  their  attention  to  India,  where  they 
hope  to  find  business  more  easy.    How  far  these  firms  will 
be  successful  in  their  efforts  is  another  question,  for  they 
will  probably  find  it  difficult  to  open  business  connections 
with  the  better  class  of  firms  in  India,  inasmuch  as  these  are 
not  likely  to  give  up  their  old-established  relations  with 
European  houses  of  good  standing." 
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Bn  Bet  to  IRcoulate  tbc  Sale  of  poisons. 

A  Continuation  of  the  Exposition  of  the  Poisons  Act,  1868,  with  Special  Reference  to  the 

House  of  Lords'  Decision  re  Companies. 


THE  purport  of  the  House  of  Lords'  decision  ha 5  been  so 
radically  and  completely  contrary  to  the  purport  and 
plain  meaning  of  the  Statute  that  there  is  no  small  difficulty 
in  realising  the  fact,  since  the  one  is  the  exact  opposite  of 
the  other,  just  as  the  reflection  of  an  object  in  a  mirror 
is  in  every  detail  the  opposite  of  the  object,  though 
familiarity  with  that  circumstance  produces  an  habitual 
impression  of  identity. 

That  remarkable  fact  may  perhaps  be  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  technicality  of  the  subject  matter  and  the  be- 
wildering irrelevancy  of  much  that  was  discussed  at  the 
hearings  of  the  case.  It  seems,  also,  to  present  a  very 
forcible  illustration  of  the  remark  recently  made  by  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  that  judges  cannot  be  exoected  to 
possess  knowledge  as  to  facts  which  require  to  be  found 
for,  and  presented  to,  them  by  competent  authority.  If 
the  judges  had  fully  appreciated  the  real  meaning  of  the 
statutory  qualification,  as  well  as  the  correlative  fact  that 
a  person  in  law  cannot  be  qualified  as  the  Statute  requires, 
then  the  possibility  of  a  judgment  so  utterly  subversive 
of  the  one  object  aimed  at  by  the  Legislature  would  have 
been  quite  inconceivable. 

As  matter  of  history  the  contrary  happened,  with  the 
following  as  the  paradoxical  result  : 

Keeping  a  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  etc.,  poisons, 
etc.,  is  unlawful  for  anybody  unless  qualified. 

A  company  is  a  body  that  cannot  be  qualified, 
Therefore 

A  company  may  keep  a  shop,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

For  twenty-five  years,  under  the  delusive  influence  of 
that  inconsequent  decision,  the  opinion  has  been  held  that 
neither  the  prohibition  as  to  keeping  a  shop  nor  the  prohi- 
bition as  to  selling  poisons  would  apply  to  a  company. 
On  that  view  the  several  provisions  which  are  contribu- 
tory to  making  statutory  qualification  efficient  in  the  public 
interest  have  been  counteracted ;  practically  the  whole 
enactment  has  been,  to  that  extent,  nullified  and  reduced 
to  a  mere  formula  for  amateurs  to  amuse  themsolves  with. 

Poisons  within  the  Meaning:  of  the  Act. 

Passing  on  to  consider, 
more  in  detail,  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  and  the  views 
put  forward  by  judges,  attention  is  first  claimed  by 
Section  17,  relating  to  the  ciirterent  modes  of  selling  the 
articles  named  or  described  in  the  Schedule  (a).  Those 
articles  are  much  more  numerous  than  appear  at  first  sight, 
since  each  of  the  headings  comprises  an  indefinite  number 
of  articles  of  great  diversity.  Thi  s  the  headings  Arsenic 
and  its  preparations — Opium  and  all  preparations  of  opium 
and  of  poppies,  include  articles  sc  dissimilar  as  Fowler's 
solution,  laudanum,  paregoric,  an  1  syrup  of  poppies,  as 
well  as  arsenic  and  opium.  But  a  1  articles  coming  under 
the  descriptions  of  the  Schedule  (a)  are,  according  to 
Section  2,  poisons  within  the  mear  Jig  of  the  Act,  however 
small  the  proportion  of  actual  pois  n  any  one  of  them  may 
contain.  According  to  Sections  1,  i5,  and  17,  such  articles 
can  be  lawfully  sold  only  by — or  on  be  ff  of — a  registered 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Classification  of  Scheduled  Articles. 

The  division  )f  tho  f  rhedule  (a) 
into  two  parts  does  not  appear  to  have  been  determined 
entirely  by  the  more  or  less  poisonous  nature  t  f  particular 
articles ;  but  also  by  considerations  as  to  then  replications 
as  well  as  possible  misuse  of  certain  articles.  Thus,  can- 
tharides,  emetic  tartar,  savin,  and  ergot  are  in  Part  1 ; 
belladonna  preparations  are  in  Part  2  of  t  he  original 
schedule,  though  they  contain  a  poisonous  alb  idoid  ;  mor- 
phine preparations  have  since  been  added  to  Part  2, 
strychnine  preparations  to  Part  1,  and  corrosive  sublimate 
preparations  to  Part  2,  practically  for  reasons  that  will  in 
each  instance  readily  suggest  themselves  to  persons  con- 
versant with  the  applications  of  those  articles.  The 
Schedule  (a)  being  part  of  the  Statute,  need  for  adding  to 
it  was  appropriately  provided  for  in  Section  2  by  empower- 


ing a  competent  technical  authority  to  recommend  addi- 
tions that  appear  from  time  to  time  desirable. 

Different  Modes  of  Selling  Poisons. 

In    selling    any  scheduled 

articles  the  corresponding  regulations  prescribed  by 
Section  17  must  be  observed  by  the  seller  as  provided  by- 
Sections  1  and  15.  In  ordinary  retail  sales  of  articles  \n> 
Part  2  of  the  Schedule,  labelling  the  article  sold  is 
sufficient.  In  selling  any  article  coming  under  a  descrip- 
tion in  Part  1  of  Schedule  (a)  the  additional  precautions 
prescribed  by  Section  17  must  be  observed.  In  the  third 
mode  of  selling  scheduled  articles — their  supply  for  use  as 
medicine — the  most  important  of  all  modes  of  selling 
poisons,  none  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by  Section  17' 
are  to  apply  to  any  scheduled  article  when  forming  part 
of  the  ingredients  of  any  medicine  dispensed  by  a  person, 
registered  under  the  1868  Act;  but  the  condition  attached) 
to  that  provision  requires  the  medicine  to  be  duly  labelled 
and  particulars  of  each  transaction  recorded  in  a  book 
kept  by  the  seller  for  that  purpose.  The  provision  relat- 
ing to  dispensed  medicines  plainly  indicates  the  signi- 
ficance of  statutory  qualification  as  the  effectual  safeguard 
of  public  interest. 

T.ie  Meaning  of  "Seller." 

The  clear  language  of  Section  17 
obviously  means  that  by  "seller"  is  to  be  understood  a 
lawful  seller  according  to  Section  1 — i.e.,  a  registered 
chemist  and  druggist,  or  the  lawful  keeper  of  a  shop  where 
sales  of  poison  may  be  made  by  any  apprentice  or  servant  on 
the  keeper's  behalf.  The  unequivocal  purport  of  that  lan- 
guage directly  degatives  the  erroneous  conclusion  from  Lord 
Blackburn's  duality  hypothesis  as  to  selling,  that  the  in- 
dividual person,  conducting  a  sale  or  compounding,  is 
struck  at  by  the  provisions  of  the  Statute.  On  the 
contrary,  the  keeper  of  a  shop  is  there  declared  to  be 
the  "seller" — the  person  required  to  observe  the 
precautions  specified  in  relation  to  the  retail  sale  of 
scheduled  articles.  His  certified  competency  also  is  the 
safeguard  in  connection  with  the  supply  of  medicine  dis- 
pensed. Unqualified  persons  conducting  sales  on  his  behalf 
are  not  liable  to  penalty  for  selling  poisons,  as  their  action, 
is  covered  by  the  qualification  of  the  "seller"  for  whom 
they  sell.  He,  however,  would  be  liable  not  only  for  any 
failure  of  his  assistants  to  conform  with  the  provisions  of 
Sections  1  and  15,  but  also  for  any  contravention  of 
Section  17.  Consequently  the  new  light  imported  into  the 
Statute  by  the  Judges  will  not  bear  examination.  The 
"seller"  of  Section  17  is  identified  with  the  "person"  of 
Section  1:  the  word  "person"  in  Section  17  is  no  more 
and  no  less  applicable  to  a  company  than  it  is  in  Sections  1 
and  15 ;  the  difference  in  phraseology  between  those  section* 
and  Section  17  amounts  to  nothing. 

Fallacy  of  House  of  Lords'  Decision. 

In  Lord  Selborne's  judgment 
the  view  is  put  forward  that  the  provisions  of  Section  IT 
are  remarkably  contrasted  with  those  in  the  rest  of  the 
Act,  inasmuch  as  he  held  them  to  be  general  prohibition  in. 
unequivocal  terms  making  the  sale  of  any  poison  absolutely 
and  unconditionally  unlawful  unless  certain  precautions  are 
observed.  His  Lordship  held  Section  17  to  be  a  universal 
prohibition  not  qualified  by  any  exception  as  to  "  person," 
as  he  appears  to  have  held  the  prohibition  to  be  in. 
Sections  1  and  15.  On  that  account  he  concluded  the  larger 
sense  of  the  word  "  person"  to  be  necessary  in  Section  17, 
and  that  there,  as  he  expressed  himself,  "person"  mus4 
include  a  "  company."  But  from  his  opinion  that  the 
phraseology  of  Section  17  differs  so  much  from  that  off 
Sections  1  and  15,  he  also  concluded  that  the  larger  con- 
struction of  "person"  necessary  in  Section  17,  could  not 

>  be  extended  to  the  word  "  person  "  in  Sections  1  and  15. 

That  is  the  fallacy  on  which  the  whole  judgment  rests; 

;  it  led  to  the  erroneous  conclusion  that  the  object  of  the 
Statute  did  not  require  the  larger  construction  to  be  put 
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upon  the  word  "person"  :  not  indeed  so  as  to  "include" 
a  company,  as  Lord  Selborne  put  it;  but  so  as  to  "ex- 
clude "  a  company  as  an  impossible  person.  Apparently 
his  Lordship  failed  to  perceive  that  though  the  prohibi- 
tion of  Section  17  is,  in  form,  a  general  one,  it  is  not 
universal,  as  he  supposed ;  but  that  its  general  applica- 
bility is  limited  to  the  class  of  persons  intended  by  the 
Statute  to  be  conditionally  authorised  sellers  of  poisons — 
viz.,  registered  chemists  and  druggists.  The  prohibition 
of  Section  1,  on  the  contrary,  is  really  universal,  since  it 
applies  absolutely  to  the  sale  of  poisons  by  everybody 
■except  registered  chemists  and  druggists,  while  the  prohi- 
bition of  Section  17  is  confined  to  the  particular  modes  in 
which  registered  chemists  are  required  to  sell  poisons. 
The  prohibition  in  Section  17  is  therefore  qualified  by  the 
word  "person"  just  as  much  as  the  prohibition  in 
Section  1,  since  "seller"  and  "person,"  as  already  shown, 
footh  mean  a  lawful  seller — viz.,  a  registered  chemist,  just 
as  "person"  does  in  Section  1.  That  important  meaning 
is  inherent  in  the  language  of  Section  17  :  it  elucidates  the 
whole  Act;  just  the  same  as  the  language  relating  to  ex- 
amination, registration,  or  compounding,  etc.,  or  to  the 
classes  of  persons  who  can  or  cannot  do  the  acts,  the  doing 
•of  which  is  to  take  them  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Statute, 
shows  unmistakably  that  individual  qualification  is  so  much 
a  part  of  the  whole  object  in  view,  that  any  supposition  as 
to  not  having  been  thought  of  would  be  preposterous.  The 
person  in  law  cannot  qualify  :  therefore  it  is  absolutely 
shut  out  of  the  purview  of  the  Act,  the  essence  and  kernel 
•of  which  is  personal  qualification.  Only  in  regard  to  in- 
capability of  being  qualified  is  a  company  really  outside 
the  scope  of  the  1868  Act ;  only  in  this  sense  of  necessary 
■exclusion  from  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  does 
the  clear  language  of  the  Statute  permit  of  any  conclusion 
as  to  what  was  contemplated  by  the  Legislature.  The 
various  devices  that  have  been  contrived  to  cover  up  that 
radical  disability  are  of  no  more  value  than  a  shin  plaster 
on  a  broken  leg. 

Position  of  the  Person  in  Law. 

Consequently,  the  statutory  de- 
claration— unlawful  for  anyone  but  a  registered  person  to 
sell  or  keep  a  shop  for  retailing,  etc. — must  be  under- 
stood as  an  absolute  prohibition  of  that  business  by  any 
but  persons  who  can  and  do  comply  with  the  conditions  of 
qualification.  According  to  the  meaning  of  the  language 
used,  the  prohibition  and  the  penal  provisions  of  Sections  1 
and  15  apply  to  a  company  just  as  much  as  they  apply  to 
an  unqualified  individual.  If  the  contrary  view  were 
maintainable,  a  company  might  do  everything  that  an  in- 
dividual may  not  do  unless  qualified.  It  could  keep  shop 
for  retailing,  etc.,  of  poisons,  employ  unqualified  persons, 
and  be  free  from  all  liability.  Neither  the  duality  hypo- 
theses relied  on  by  the  Judges  nor  their  other  suppositi- 
tious safeguards  would  be  of  any  avail  :  nothing 
would  remain  to  set  against  the  admittedly  im- 
portant and  unanswerable  argument  that  the  object 
■of  the  Statute  would  be  defeated  unless  a  company 
as  well  as  an  unqualified  individual  were  held  to  be  subject 
to  its  provisions  :  nor  would  there  be  anything  to  set  against 
the  admittedly  very  strong  argument  that  a  company  should 
■not  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  business  of  selling  poisons. 
In  the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords — viz.,  that  the 
'larger  construction  of  the  word  "  person  "  was  not  required 
'by  the  object  of  the  Act — the  force  of  those  arguments  was 
not  shaken — as  already  shown — by  anything  there*dvanced. 

The  1868  Act  in  the  Courts. 

Explanation  of  the  marvellous  in- 
consistency of  that  judgment  is  to  be  found  only  in  its 
oversight  of  the  significance  of  statutory  qualification  as 
the  essence  and  kernel  of  the  1868  Act — the  fact  that 
its  utility  and  efficiency  as  a  safeguard  depend  upon  its 
personality.  In  regard  to  judicial  construction,  the  1868 
Act  has  'had  hard  lines  :  recognition  of  the  principle  that 
•poison  is  poison — neat  or  diluted — wTas  only  with  difficulty 
wrung  from  the  Courts  like  the  extraction  of  an  eye-tooth. 
When  a  question  was  raised  as  to  the  significance  of  the 
•qualification  it  established,  it  was  at  first  held  to  be  a  sort 
of  livery  equipment  that  could  be  hired  into  the  service  of 
one  incapable  employer  after  another.  That  was,  indeed, 
too  much  even  for  the  advocate  who  supported  the  claim 


of  companies  to  independence  of  the  Statute  by  the  sophis- 
tical argument  that  absolute  incapacity  of  qualification 
meant  exemption  of  the  incapable.  Out  of  the  eight 
superior  Judges  before  whom  the  case  was  argued  during 
three  years,  only  two  succeeded,  with  difficulty,  in 
penetrating  the  specious  contention  concealing  the  clear 
intention  of  the  Legislature  to  prevent  any  shop  being  kept 
for  the  sale  of  poisons  except  by  and  under  the  immediate 
superintendence  and  control  of  a  duly  qualified  proprietor. 
That  the  decision  to  that  effect  was  subsequently  reversed 
can  only  be  attributed  to  oversight  or  misconception  of 
essential  facts.  Apparently  the  judges  required  those  facts 
to  be  found  for  them  by  an  authority  having  greater  com- 
petency to  do  so  than  can  be  expected  of  judges  engaged 
in  construction  of  a  Statute  relating  to  a  technical  subject, 
and  not  merely  in  considering  a  question  of  law 


flDcbical  OMeanmos. 


Acidity  of  the  Stomach. 
Professor  J.  H.  Musser,  M.D.,  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  obtained  excellent  results  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hyper-acidity  in  patients  of  neurotic  nature  by  the 
administration  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica  in  gradually  in- 
creasing doses. — Therapeutic  Gazette. 

The  Treatment  of  Mumps. 
Parotitis  (or  mumps)  requires  as  a  rule  but  little  treat- 
ment, but  sometimes  the  parents  of  the  patients,  or  the 
patients  themselves,  are  not  satisfied  unless  something  is 
done,  and  in  such  cases  the  "Medical  Press"  recommends 
instillation  of  a  solution  of  menthol  and  oil  (1-100)  or 
gonrenol  (1-10)  into  the  nasal  fossae  to  ensure  complete 
disinfection.    As  a  gargle  prepare  the  following  : 

Thymol  3s»- 

Menthol  gr.XT. 

Alcohol  3iv- 

M. 

Ten  to  fifteen  drops  in  half  a  glass  of  water  to  rinse  the 
mouth. 

If  the  fever  exceeds  forty-eight  hours  warm  baths  may  be 
given,  and  a  preparation  of  quinine  administered.  The 
following  mixture  is  recommended  : 

Euquinin.  hydrochlor  gr.  xij. 

Syr.  rubi  idasi    3j; 

Aquae  

M. 

A  tablespoonful  threo  times  a  day  for  a  child  of  four  or  five 
years  of  age. 

Otalgia  (earache)  and  orchitis  (inflammation  of  the  testis) 
are  frequent  complications.  For  the  former  a  plug  of 
cotton-wool  steeped  in  laudanum  is  introduced  into  the  ear 
and  a  piece  of  flannel  is  coated  with— 

Guaiacol  5s*- 

Chloroform.  ...  _    3]. 

Lanolim  (vel  vaselini)    388- 

M.    Ft.  ung. 

The  ointment  is  applied  to  the  parotid  region  and  covered 
with  cotton  and  oiled  silk.  For  orchitis,  poultices  every 
two  hours  are  necessary  until  the  pain  subsides,  when  they 
may  be  replaced  by  the  following  ointment  : 

Gonrenol       ...    33- 

Ext.  hyoscyam  :  (vel  ext.  bellad.)  gr.x. 

Valelini   3j- 

M.    Ft.  ung. 

Saffron 

is  often  looked  upon  as  quite  inactive,  but  cases  are  occa- 
sionally reported  which  show  that  the  drug  is  often  as 
active  as  its  ancient  reputation  demands.  One  of  the 
French  journals  leports  a  case  where  a  pregnant  woman 
took  some  infusion  of  saffron,  and  in  consequence  suffered 
from  fever,  and  the  child  when  born  was  of  a  yellowish 
gold  colour.  The  child  died  and  the  mother  got  better,  but 
the  case  indicates  that  saffron  may  have  some  specific  action 
on  foetal  life  which  should  not  be  overlooked. 


Lenicet  is,  according  to  Dr.  Aufrecht,  a  basic  acetate  ol 
aluminium  which  is  indicated,  from  its  drying  and  preserva- 
tive properties,  in  weeping  eczemas  and  abnormal  perspira- 
i  tion. 
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Gn>p0in  in  Cancer. 

By  F.  W.  Gamble,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


TRYPSIN — so-called — the  active  proteolytic  enzyme  of 
the  pancreas,  has  recently  emerged  from  obscurity  to 
the  light  of  day.  The  juice  of  the  pancreas  is  certainly  the 
most  powerful  and  is  perhaps  the  most  important  of  all 
the  digestive  secretions.  It  contains  at  least  four  fer- 
ments :  (1)  trypsin,  a  proteolytic  ferment;  (2)  amylopsin, 
a  diastatic  or  amylolytic  ferment ;  (3)  steapsin,  an  emulsify- 
ing or  fat-splitting  ferment ;  (4)  a  milk-curdling  ferment, 
allied  to  the  rennet  of  the  stomach.  The  differing  functions 
of  these  enzymes  are  sufficiently  indicated.  The  digestive 
action  of  the  pancreatic  juice  is  carried  on  normally  in  an 
alkaline  medium  ;  experiments  in  vitro  show  that  alkalies 
and  bile  powerfully  enhance  its  action. 

Recent  investigation  has  indicated  that  the  pancreas  is 
stimulated  to  functional  activity  indirectly  by  the  acid 
secretion  of  the  stomach.  This,  pouring  into  the  duodenum, 
causes  the  production  by  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane 
of  a  substance  known  as  "secretin,"  which  itself — and  not 
apparently  the  incoming  foodstuffs — is  the  stimulus  to  the 
elaboration  from  their  zymogens  of  the  characteristic  pan- 
creatic ferments  and  the  secretion  of  the  active  digestive 
juice.  Extirpation  of  the  pancreas  leads  to  a  condition  of 
diabetes,  and,  conversely,  in  some  diabetics,  the  pancreas 
is  found  to  be  diseased.  The  result  of  extirpation  points 
to  an  internal  secretion  of  the  pancreas,  in  addition  to  its 
external  secretion.  The  condition  of  diabetes  indicates 
an  overproduction  with  defective  storage  of  glycogen,  and 
its  imperfect  destruction  with  formation  of  glucose. 

A  remarkable  association  is  frequently  found  between 
diabetes  and  cancer,  so  that  among  members  of  the  same 
family  one  will  be  afflicted  with  diabetes  and  another  with 
cancer,  or  occasionally  the  two  diseases  are  coincident  in 
the  same  person.  In  cancer  the  acidity  of  the  gastric  juice 
diminishes  or  altogether  vanishes — a'  condition  of  affairs 
implying,  in  the  absence  of  compensation,  and  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  "secretin"  theory  of  stimulation,  ultimate 
deficiency  of  pancreatic  secretion.  Cancerous  tissues  are 
known  to  be  very  rich  in  glycogen,  and  the  suggestion  arises 
that  in  carcinoma  there  may  be  overproduction  or  noncon- 
version  of  glycogen,  giving  rise  to  the  cell-proliferation 
under  the  peculiar  conditions.  The  convergence  of  these 
lines  of  reasoning  drew  Dr.  J.  A.  Shaw-Mackenzie's  atten- 
tion forcibly  to  the  pancreas  as  the  offender  in  both  diseases 
("Lancet,"  January  14  and  February  11,  1905).  Experi- 
ments with  glycogen  had  been  instituted  in  December  1904. 
This  substance  is  given  the  formula  (C6H10O5)  indicating 
that  it  is  a  carbohydrate  of  similar  percentage  composition 
to  starch,  but  of  uncertain  molecular  weight.  Glycogen 
forms  a  milky  solution  with  water.  Its  reaction  towards 
ferments  immediately  separated  it  from  the  starch  group, 
for  pure  diastatic  enzymes  appeared  to  have  no  action  upon 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  the  action  of  trypsin  in  breaking 
down  glycogen  is  marked  and  rapid,  and  is  enhanced  by  the 
presence  of  alkali  or  bile  salts.  These  experiments  led 
immediately  to  the  preparation  of  a  solution  of  trypsin  for 
hypodermic  use,  this  method  of  administration  being  pre- 
ferred, in  order  that  all  possibility  of  total  destruction  of 
the  ferment  in  the  stomach  might  be  avoided  ;  and  the  hypo- 
dermic injections  were  in  regular  clinical  use  during  the 
third  week  in  January  1905. 

Meanwhile  a  remarkable  corroboration  of  the  view  as  to 
the  importance  of  the  pancreas  in  cancer  had  been  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  J.  Beard,  D.Sc.  ("Lancet,"  February  4, 
1905),  arising  from  his  germ-cell  theory,  enunciated  long 
before  (C.  &  D.,  January  27,  1906),  and  it  was  shortly  after- 
wards suggested  that  the  effect  of  injections  of  trypsin  upon 
Jensen's  tumour  inoculated  in  mice  should  be  noted. 
After  some  delay  in  obtaining  the  mice,  a  supply  of  injec- 
tion was  forwarded  to  Edinburgh,  and  the  experiments 
were  carried  through,  with  results  that  have  received  wide- 
spread publicity.  It  is  too  soon  to  say  what  will  be  the 
ultimate  verdict  upon  the  extended  clinical  trials  that  have 
been  during  the  past  year  and  are  now  in  progress  :  time 
alone  will  prove.  At  present  there  are  many  reasons  to  hope 
that  an  advance  has  been  made  in  the  treatment  of  cancer. 
7  Vere  Street,  W. 
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NOTTINGHAM  SECTION. 

A MEETING  of  the  above  Section  was  held  at  the  Mid- 
land Hotel,  Derby,  on  January  24,  Mr.  J.  M.  C.  Paton 
in  the  chair.    Mr.  J.  T.  Wood  read  a  paper  on 

Recent  Advances  in  the  Bacteriology  of  Putrefaction, 

which,  he  explained,  had  been  prepared  to  bring  together 
the  work  done  by  others  besides  himself  in  this  compara- 
tively modern  branch  of  research,  and  so  to  save  much  of  the 
time  that  might  be  wasted  by  those  who  showed  desire  to 
take  up  the  subject.  The  author  had  also  prepared  a  goodly 
number  of  slides,  which  were  shown  on  the  screen. — Mr. 
Golding,  in  opening  the  discussion,  described  a  convenient 
form  of  tube  for  the  study  of  bacterial  cultures.  It  is  open 
at  both  ends,  which  are  kept  closed  by  suitable  stoppers, 
the  growth  proceeding  in  the  centre.  The  culture-medium 
can  thus  be  pushed  out  and  sections  taken  from  the  middle. — 
Dr.  Stern  and  Mr.  Archbutt  also  joined  in  the  discussion. — 
Mr.  Wood  having  replied,  the  Secretary  read  a  paper  by 
Mr.  H.  J.  Watson  entitled 

Notes  on  Foaming  Glue. 
At  the  Leicester  meeting  of  the  Section  Messrs.  Trotman 
and  Hackford  described  some  experiments  undertaken  with 
the  object  of  throwing  light  on  the  cause  and  remedy  of 
foaming  glue.  A  glue  which  foams  is  of  little  use  for  making 
joints,  or  for  the  dressing  of  fabrics,  as  it  causes  an  uneven 
deposit.  The  author  had  been  induced  to  give  the  results  of 
his  own  experiments  performed  quite  independently  of  those 
referred  to,  hoping  they  might  prove  an  interesting  adjunct 
to  that  paper.  The  causes  to  which  foaming  in  glue  is 
attributed  are  (1)  the  presence  of  free  alkali  or  alkaline 
earth,  (2)  free  acidity,  (3)  the  addition  of  zinc  compounds, 
(4)  prolonged  heating  either  in  open  pans  or  under  pressure, 
and  (5)  the  presence  of  mucin  as  pointed  out  by  Rideal.  The 
solution  used  by  Mr.  Watson  for  his  experiments  contained 
10  per  cent,  of  glue,  the  foam-measuring  vessel  being  a 
stoppered  glass  jar  graduated  to  100  c.c.  and  about  2^  cm. 
diameter.  50  c.c.  of  the  solution  at  120°  F.  is  introduced 
into  the  jar,  the  stopper  inserted,  and  the  jar  shaken 
vigorously  for  a  few  seconds.  It  is  then  allowed  to  stand, 
and  when  the  height  of  the  solution  has  reached  45  c.c,  the 
height  to  the  top  of  the  foam  is  read.  The  difference  from 
45  is  taken  as  the  foam-figure.  The  time  taken  for  the  solu- 
tion to  settle  to  the  45-c.c.  mark  is  important,  as  the  sooner 
this  occurs,  the  quicker  the  foam  vanishes.  In  his  experi- 
ments the  author  found  that  few  alkali  does  not  materially 
increase  the  amount  of  foam,  but  it  is  nevertheless  believed, 
that  it  has  this  tendency,  as  it  would  combine  with  any 
grease  present  to  form  a  soap.  Boric  acid  has  little  or  no 
influence  on  the  amount  of  foam  produced.  Zinc  sulphate 
lengthened  the  time  required  for  the  foam  to  die  away.  As 
to  the  effect  of  heat,  it  was  found  that  the  glue  solution  gave 
a  gradual  increase  in  the  amount  of  foam  as  the  period  under 
heat  was  lengthened.  Evidently  the  manufacturer  who 
succeeds  in  reducing  the  period  under  heat  to  the  shortest 
possible  time  will  in  all  probability  produce  the  least  foam- 
ing glue. — In  the  course  of  the  discussion  Mr.  Trotman- 
stated  that  in  a  good  glue  practically  the  whole  of  the 
nitrogen  can  be  precipitated  by  zinc  sulphate,  while  in  a 
bad  glue  only  about  75  per  cent,  of  its  nitrogen -content  can 
thus  be  obtained,  the  rest  being  present  in  a  lower  form, 
probably  through  putrefied  material  having  been  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  glue.    The  meeting  then  terminated. 


Texas  Quicksilver. — The  output  of  quicksilver  in  the  Ter- 
lingua  district  in  Brewster  County,  Tex.,  during  the  calendar 
year  just  closed  has  been  in  excess  of  6.000  flasks,  as  against 
5,336  flasks  last  year.  The  development  of  this  district  is 
retarded  on  account  of  its  remoteness  from  railways  and  fuck 
fuel. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. — A  candid  Canadian 
contemporary  says  the  1906  edition  "  is  in  no  manner  behind 
its  predecessors.  .  .  .  The  advertising  section  is  that  which 
turns  the  average  publisher  green  with  envy.  It  is  all  there 
and  so  carefully  indexed  that  information  sought  is  ready  at 
hand." 
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/GENTLEMAN  (35)  as  representative:  12  years' retail  England, 
\J    America;  energy;  initiative;  references.   "States,"  72  Leighton 
Gardens,  Kensal  Rise. 

DEPRESENTATIVE    Interviewer  (34)  desires  re-engagement: 
fl    9  years  last  po-t ;  excellent  references  ;  Home  or  Colonies.    "  J.  B.," 
28  Seminary  Street,  Leeds. 

"TRAVELLER  :  London  and  Suburbs  :  extensive  connection  Cliemists, 
1     Stores,  ,tc.  :  open  to  represent  additional  firm.   Address,  "  Souud " 
(137/34),  Otlice  of  this  Paper. 

^TRAVELLER  (calling  upon  Medical  men  and  Chemists  in  Wales  and 
1     Monmouthshire)  desires  part  representation  for  good  firm;  instru- 
ment-; leading  speciality  Bottles  or  Perfumery.    Apply,  134/29,  Office 
of  this  Paper. 

"|"R  AVELLER.  experienced,  capaole  :  30  ;  Retail  or  Media  il  ;  eounec- 
1     Hon,  Midlands  or  North-Eastern  counties  :  sound  knowlelge  all 
branches— Drugs,  Sundries,  Packeds,  Photographies  ;  retail  training  (up- 
to-date),  commercial  ability  ; excellent  references.  Hutchinson,  208  Henley- 
in-Arden. 

^TRAVELLER,  qualified,  experienced,  successful,  requires  -cugage- 

1     ment ;  excellent  record  salesmanship ;  connection  ;  able  worker. 

11  Pint-  "  (  1  *^<?/97 1  Oflu-p  nf  Hiia  Panor 
v'pt.    1  loO'^i  /.  'J lin  e  dl  lui.-  i.i pel , 

A  DVERTISER,  with  wide  and  favourable  Chemists'  connection, 
f\    general  experience,  wishes  to  treat  with  good  firm  as  Representative. 
Address,  135/14,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

PORE  WOMAN—  Capable  woman,  Minor,  requires  re-engagement  as 
r  Supervisor  of  Female  Labour,  engaged  in  skilled  processes,  packing, 
&c. ;  advertiser  is  an  experienced  and  economical  coatroller  of  such  labour, 
well  versed  in  the  manufacture  of  tablets,  proprietaries,  dressings,  &c. 
"  Initiative  "  (207/28  '■  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  PPRENTICE — London  Wholesale  Druggists  have  room  in  their 
*  V  Assay  Laboratory  for  an  Apprentice  who  has  already  some  know- 
ledge of  chemistry.    Apply,  204, 23,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  DVERTISER  (35),  lOyears'  experience,  sound  Loudon  connection 
Mm    amongst  chemists  and  grocers,  is  open  to  represent  good  house. 
"X.,"  1  Belle  Vue  Park, Thornton  Heath. 

D  EPRESENTATI VE.— Young  man  of  good  appearance  seeks  position 
■  ■    as  Traveller  ;  6  years'  indoor  experience  in  Wholesale  trade.  Apply, 
«  Dextrin  "  (200/38),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A   TRAVELLER  with  a  good  connection  with  Chemists  in  the  West 
m\    of  England  and  Wales  is  open  to  Represent  a  good  house  on  com- 
mission.   Reply,  '•  Hydro  "  (133/37),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

AGENCIES. 

COUTH  AMERICA.— Englishman  about  to  start  for  the  River 
^5    Plate,  and  haviDg  a  good  connection  amongst  Wholesale  Druggists 
and  Chemists,  wishes  to  represent  reliable  firms.    132/27,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

A  GENCIES  wanted  by  an  old-established  firm  in  Hong  Kong  for 
*  V  articles  well  advertised  or  requiring  introduction  into  Southern 
Chinese  markets  ;  medical,  surgical,  or  articles  allied  to  the  Drug  trade 
only.   Apply  to  191/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

OMART  qualified  Chemist,  with  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade  and 
good  Salesman,  is  open  to  represent  good  Speciality  or  General  house  ; 
salary  or  commission.    Address,  "Commerce"  (50/51),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

D  EPRESENT  ATI  VE—  London  and  some  provincial  towns;  good 
ri    connection  Chemists,  &e. ;  well  received :  best  references  ;  accjs- 

tomed  to  high-class  goods.   Address,  "Energize"  (137,33),  Office  of  this 

Paper. 

A  GENTS  wanted  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  Sale  of 
m\  Fortnum  &  Mason's  world-renowned  Invalid  Specialities : — Real 
Turtle  Soup,  Beef  Tea,  Jellies  of  every  description,  "  Old  Silver  Tea  Pot 
Blend"  Tea,  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  Applications,  by  letter  only,  to  "  Z. A.,"  c/o 
Fortnum  &  Mason,  Ltd.,  181,  182,  and  183  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 

A  MAN  of  energy  and  tact  is  wanted  for  good  Agency  offering  highly 
tlk  remunerative  employment  for  spare  time.  Address,  13125,  Office 
of  this  Paper. 

IUI  ONSIEiTR  DANET  wishes  to  take  up  the  Paris  Agency  of  a  good 
1H    English  proprietary.    10  Avenue  Wa^ram,  Paris. 

iyi  EDICAL  Representative ;  in  London  February  5 ;  connection 
III    Midlands.  North-Eastern  Counties:  recommended  in  this  work; 
correspondence  invited  re  interviews.   "  Veronal "  (134/31),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

fflMnor  j£rpcriences. 


In  London. 

Preliminary  Training. — I  passed  the  Preliminary 
under  the  old  regulations,  before  I  commenced  my  ap- 
prenticeship. Then  followed  a  year  during  which  time  I 
applied  myself  with  more  or  less  diligence  to  the  acquire- 
ment of  "the  art  and  mystery"  of  the  craft.  As  there 
were  some  very  good  classes  held  at  the  Technical  School 
in  the  town,  I  decided  to  compete  for  a  three-years'  evening 
scholarship.  Having  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with 
my  employer,  I  went  in  and  gained  the  scholarship.  At 
the  end  of  the  three  years  I  decided  that  all  I  needed  was 
to  get  a  polish  on  my  knowledge,  and  so  entered  one  of  the 
London  schools  of  pharmacy.  School  life  proved  a  mixture 
of  hard  work  and  new  experiences,  and  in  December  last 
I  presented        -If  at  Galen  Place  for  examination. 

Practical  Chemistry— This  was  my  first  subject.  The 
volumetric  work  was  : 

You  have  given  a  N/10  solution  NaOH  and  solutions  of 
oxalic  acid  and  potassium  permanganate  of  unknown 
strength.  Find  the  number  of  grains  per  litre  of  KMnO,  in 
the  solution. 

This  gave  me  no  difficulty,  and  after  making  my  titrations, 
and  writing  a  neat  report,  I  turned  my  attention  to  the  salt, 
which  was  described  as  "consisting  of  two  substances."  I 
discovered  K,  Ca,  and  a  nitrate,  but  could  not  prove  a 
eecond  acidulous  radical. 

Dispensing. — My  paper  was  as  follows  : 

Ergotin/     gr.  iij. 

01.  theobrom.    q.s. 

Ft.  suppos.    Mitte  vj. 

Tr.  nucis  vom   ...  3j. 

Spt.  chlorof.    3ij. 

Glycerin   giv. 

Mist,  sennse  co.  recentis  ad        ...  jx. 


Arsenic.    gr.  3'a 

Strychnin   gr.  £a 

Quininae  sulph   gr.  ij. 

Ext.  gent   q.g. 

Ft.  pil.    Mitto  xij.  in  argente. 

Creta?  praparat  3j. 

Glycerin  q.s. 

Ft.  ung.  molle. 

I  got  on  very  nicely  with  my  dispensing,  and  found 
myself  with  twenty-five  minutes  In  hand. 

After  a  period  of  anxious  waiting  I  received  a  request 
to  attend  for  oral  work  on  January  4. 

Botany. — The  examiner  showed  me  three  slides,  which 
I  had  no  difficulty  in  recognising  under  the  microscope  as 
a  transverse  section  of  a  flower-bud,  a  radial  section  of  a 
gymnosperm,  and  a  section  showing  laticiferous  vessels. 
Then  followed  questions  on  transpiration  and  respiration, 

|  followed  by  one  or  two  specimens  to  recognise  and  describe. 

i  Materia  Medica. — I  had  to  recognise  specimens  of 
Ipoma-a  Pvrga,  Kramcria  triandra,  Gclsemium  hitidum, 
and  give  the  percentage  of  alkaloid  in  one  or  two  of  the 
more  potent  drugs ;  then  a  little  on  extraction  of  alkaloid 
from  rad.  gelsem,  and  how  to  distinguish  gelsemium  from 
belladonna  and  liquorice. 

Prescription-reading. — I  was  given  two  calculations, 
then  I  was  turned  to  deciphering  illegible  "scrips";  fol- 
lowing this  came  two  prescriptions  to  write  out  in  full 
Latin,  and  lastly  the  doses  of  the  more  potent  remedies. 
Chemistry. — The  questions  were  how  to  prepare  hyd. 

i  ammoniat.  and  hyd.  perchlor.,  and  what  did  I  know  about 
these  two  chemicals?  Why  use  MnO,  in  preparing  HgCL  ? 
What  was  HCN.  and  how  is  it  prepared?    What  would  be 

j  the  result  of  using  concentrated  H,S04  with  the  potassium 

I  f errocyanide  ?    Then  a  few  questions  on  the  pressure  of 

!  aqueous  vapour,  and  upon  carbon  monoxide. 

Pharmacy  was  my  last  subject,  and  that  over.  I  found 
myself  gripping  the  President's  hand,  and  shortlv  after- 
wards issuing  from  the  dread  portals  a  full-fledged  chemist. 

i  Con  VALLAP.IA. 
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Xciccster  Chemists'  association. 


The  annual  dinner  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the  King's 
Hall,  Grand  Hotel,  Leicester,  on  Thursday,  January  25. 
The  event  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  held  by 
the  Association.  The  President  (Mr.  W.  Rowe)  took  the 
chair,  and  he  was  supported  by  Alderman  R.  A.  Robinson 
(President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  and  nine  of  the 
leading  medical  men  of  Leicester ;  the  company  also  in- 
cluded representatives  of  the  best  wholesale  firms  and 
nearly  forty  of  the  chemists  of  the  town.  After  dinner  and 
the  loyal  toasts,  Mr.  G.  J.  B.  Woolley  proposed  "The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  emphasising  in  his  remarks  the 
grave  duty  the  Society  has  to  perform  in  aiding  its  members 
to  combat  the  enemies  of  their  legal  rights,  who,  by  one- 
sided statements,  totally  pervert  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Robinson,  in  replying  to  the  toast,  referred  to  the 
General  Election,  in  connection  with  which  the  Society  had 
taken  means  of  placing  before  candidates  its  views  and 
reasons  for 

Amendment  of  the  Phaemacy  Laws. 
The  medical  profession  had  done  the  same,  and  he  sym- 
pathised with  them,  as  they  needed  a  new  Act  almost  as 
badly  as  chemists.  Pharmacy  looked  like  meeting  with 
success  in  this  matter;  a  very  large  number  of  M.P.s  had 
declared  their  accord  with  the  Society's  ideas.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  majority  of  the  new  Parliament  were  favour- 
able to  chemists.  A  great  deal  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  local 
associations  in  this  matter.  The  desired  amendments  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  are  simply  to  the  effect  that  limited  liability 
companies  shall  not  do  the  work  of  individuals  without  being 
under  the  same  penalties  and  restrictions.  The  medical  pro- 
fession say  that  no  company  shall  practise  medicine;  phar- 
macy does  not  go  so  far,  simply  asking  that  a  registered, 
qualified  director  shall  be  in  charge  of  the  drug  department. 
He  had  no  particular  aversion  to  companies  so  long  as  the 
law  was  equitably  carried  out;  no  company  should  be  al- 
lowed to  wreck  individuals  who  had  qualified  by  a  very 
stiff  examination.  There  was  a  suspicion  that  the  Society 
is  a  "trade  union"  as  regards  price-protection — it  is  an 
examining,  educational,  and  governing  body,  and  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  price-lists.  It  is  a  wrong  idea  to  assume 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ought  not  to  be  encouraged 
as  creating  a  monopoly  :  the  monopoly  exists  solely  for  the 
safety  of  the  British  public.  It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Society  to  protect  the  pharmacist  s  interests  and  legitimate 
rights,  but  not  his  prices.  The  speaker  referred  with 
pleasure  to  the  success  at  the  polls  of  Mr.  Idris.  Mr.  Goddard 
Clarke,  and  others  who  would  be  able  to  give  information  as 
to  the  aims  of  the  Society.  Mr.  Robinson  also  mentioned 
that  he  had  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  Octavius  0.  Beale,  the  com- 
missioner from  Australia  who  is  here  as  to  the  sale  of 
proprietary  syrups,  etc.,  containing  opium  and  so  on. 
Australia  is  spending  large  sums  on  the  matter,  being 
anxious  to  restrict  the  sale  of  preparations  without  the 
contents  being  disclosed.  He  also  touched  upon  educational 
matters,  mentioning  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Major 
syllabus  as  an  indication  that  the  Society  is  alive  to  the 
wants  of  members. 

Mr.  Joseph  Young,  in  a  racy  and  lively  speech,  proposed 
the  toast  of  "  The  Medical  Profession."  He  urged  chemists 
to  avoid  prescribing,  it  being  their  duty  to  dispense  medi- 
cines, and  to  do  it  accurately  as  medical  men  wished.  The 
presence  of  so  many  medical  men  that  night  showed  the 
increased  interest  evinced  by  them  to  members  of  the 
sister  craft.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  names  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  President  of  the  British  Medical  Association, 
and  Dr.  Pope,  President  of  the  Midland  Medical  Associa- 
tion.— Dr.  Franklin,  in  reply,  expressed  appreciation  of 
Mr.  Robinson's  remarks.  It  is  obvious,  he  said,  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  run  in  double  harness. — Dr. 
Pope  said  Mr.  Robinson  gave  himself  away  when  he  said 
the  medical  profession  and  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  not 
trade  unions  :  they  are  "  glorified  trade  unions."  therefore 
pre-eminently  worthy  of  respect.  He  was  hopeful  that  the 
present  Government,  being  in  a  position  to  do  more  for 
chemists  and  doctors,  would  prove  their  will  to  be  equal 
to  their  power,  and  the  sooner  the  better.  He  urged  that 
"  poison  "  labels  should  be  affixed  to  diachylon  when  scld 


over  the  counter,  and  agreed  that,  as  previous  speakers  had 
said,  the  use  of  such  articles  for  illegal  purposes  seemed 
to  be  on  the  increase,  and  every  means  should  be  adopted  to 
discourage  the  sale  of  such  dangerous  things  without  great 
precautions. 

Other  Toasts. 

Dr.  Pratt  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Leicester  and 
Leicestershire  Chemists'  Association."  He  hoped  the  aims 
of  the  Association  would  not  be  confined  to  trade  and  social 
matters,  but  that  the  members  would  look  well  alter  the 
scientific  side  of  pharmacy. — Mr.  W.  Thirlby  responded. 
He  said  he  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  Association,  having 
joined  in  1870,  and,  after  giving  reminiscences  of  past 
years,  remarked  that  education  had  always  been  to  the  fore 
in  the  Association's  aims. — The  Chairman  supplemented 
Mr.  Thirlby's  remarks  by  stating  that  the  Association  pro- 
vides prizes  at  the  local  Technical  Schools  for  pharma- 
ceutical students. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Hearnshaw  gave  "  The  Visitors,"  coupling  the 
toast  with  the  names  of  Mr.  T.  Howard  Lloyd,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Brett,  and  Mr.  H.  Hickey  (Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.). — 
Mr.  Robinson  proposed  "  The  Health  of  the  Chairman," 
which  Mr.  Rowe  acknowledged,  and  submitted  an  extra 
toast — viz.,  "  The  Honorary  Secretary."  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Mar- 
fitt,  in  replying,  mentioned  that  the  Association  had  been 
the  means  of  adding  at  least  two  or  three  articles  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  list. 

Excellent  musical  arrangements  during  the  dinner  and 
between  the  toasts  were  ably  carried  out  by  Mr.  Walter 
Langford,  assisted  by  Miss  Florence  Robinson,  Mr.  Ball, 
and  Mr.  H.  H.  Dennis. 


IDariorum- 


The  duty  on  essential  oil  of  roses  on  er.try  into  Germany 
from  Bulgaria  has  been  reduced  from  30m.  to  20m.  per 
100  kilos. 

At  a  County  Court  a  few  days  ago,  a  witness  was  asked 
what  trade  he  followed,  and  at  once  made  the  reply  that  ho 
was  a  druggist.  "A  propcrlv  qualified  chemist  and  drug- 
gist? "  inquired  the  Judge.  "  Oh  no,"  was  the  reply,  "  I  am 
a  packer  to  a  firm  of  druggists." 

Sir  Lauder  Brunton,  M.D..  in  the  January  issue  of  tho 
"  Practitioner,"  says:  "In  places  where  the  soil  is  chalk  and 
limestone,  and  the  water  is  consequently  hard,  it  is  better 
to  make  tea  with  Apollinaris  or  some  other  effervescent  water 
free  from  lime.  This  procedure  tends  also  to  lesson  the  con- 
stipation which  the  hard  water  is  apt  to  produce." 

For  Sea-sickness. — Dr.  Brendcl,  a  German  chemist,  has  had 
tried  with  success  on  ocean  steamships  a  simple  chair,  the 
seat  of  which  is  brought  into  a  quickly  vibrating  up-and-down 
motion  by  means  of  an  electric  motor.  The  patient,  as  soon 
as  he  feels  ill,  is  placed  on  the  chair,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  sickness  instantly  stops  and  no  longer  returns. 

Ayapana,  the  dried  leaves  of  Etipatorium  Ayapana.  is 
accredited  with  diaphoretic  and  stimulating  properties 
(C.  <£•  D.,  December  11.  1897,  p.  909).  A  correspondent  now 
informs  us  that  ayapana  is  not  only  the  best  thing  in  the 
world  for  indigestion,  but  has  a  magical  effect  in  eases  of 
burns,  scalds,  and  eruptions.  The  lotion  is  made  by  infusing 
the  leaves  in  hot  water. 

The  "Daily  Cheoni'le  "  is  the  source  of  (he  following: 
Mr.  Will  Crooks,  M.P.,  scored  over  one  of  the  Moderate 
members  of  tho  London  County  Council  yesterday  [Janu- 
ary 30]  during  a  discussion  on  a  question  of  contracts.  "  Trade 
unionism!  What  is  that  but  Protection?  "  asked  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson.  "  I'll  tell  you."  quickly  replied  Mr.  Crooks. 
"  Trade  unionism  protects  the  workmen  against  the  sweater; 
Protection  protects  the  sweater  against  the  workmen."  The 
retort  was  greeted  with  applause. 


WHERE   TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  ir> 

this  issue : 

South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kenning- 
ton Park  Road.  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry.  323  Clapham  Road.  S.W. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Trinity 
Square.  Borough.  S.E. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy.  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Lpper 
Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 
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Comma  Events. 

[_  Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  siiould  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Friday,  February  2. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  Cinderella,  York  Room, 
Frascati  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street.  \Y..  at  7.30  P.M. 
Tickets  mav  be  had  from  Mr.  A.  H.  Solomon.  75  Holland 
Road,  W.,  Mr.  C.  W.  Martin,  98  Camberwcll  New  Road. 
S.E.,  or  any  member  of  the  committee. 

Saturday,  February  3. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League.  Marches:  Square  v.  West- 
minster College;  Metropolitan  v.  London  College  (at 
Uorringe  Park). 

Monday,  February  5. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section.  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  \V.,  at  3  p.m.  Mr.  J.  K.  H.  Inglis  on 
'•  The  Loss  of  Nitre  in  the  Chamber  Process  "  (Part  II.). 

jSewsbury  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House,  Church 
Street,  at  8.45  P.M.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Tuesday,  February  6. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  whist-dnve  arranged  for  this 
date  is  postponed  to  February  13. 

Wakefield  Chemists'  Association.  White  Horse  Hotel,  at  8.15 
P.M.   Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard  on  "  Trade  Topics." 

"Wednesday,  February  7. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  16  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  11  A.M.  Council-meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Guildford  Chemists'  Association,  Angel  Hotel,  at  7  p.m. 
Smoking-concert. 

Stockport  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant,  at 
9  P.M.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association,  Kingston  Hotel 
(opposite  Kingston  Station),  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  J.  C.  LTmney 
on  "  How  Does  the  Tax  on  Alcohol  Affect  the  Pharma- 
cist?" The  President  (Mr.  Frederick  Harvey)  will  also 
move  a  resolution  in  regard  to  a  uniform  tnarncr  of 
selling  non-Scheduled  poisons. 

Thursday,  February  8. 

Liver-pool  Chemists'  Association.  Royal  Institution,  at  8  P.M. 
Short  papers  and  exhibit  of  pharmaceutical  curios  and 
modern  apparatus  for  the  dispensing-counter. 

XV est  Ham  Chemists'  Association,  London  Tavern,  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C..  at  7  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Tickets  may  be 
had  from  Mr.  YV.  R.  Barnes,  10  Terrace  Road,  Plaistow, 
E. 

Chemists''  Assistants'  Association.  73  Newman  Street.  Oxford 
Street.  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  J.  Clark  on  "The  Story  of 
Ansesthesia." 

Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Board  Room,  Technical 
Schools,  at  8.15  p.m.  "  Uniformity  in  the  Sale  of  Poisons." 
by  Mr.  H.  Morris;  "Some  P.A.T.A.  Matters,"  by  Mr. 
H.  Col;  "An  Exchange  System,"  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Cooper. 

Jforth  Staffordshire  Chcr.Asts'  Association,  Roebuck  Hotel, 
_  Stoke-on-Tront.  at  7  p.m.  Discussion  on  "Future  Phar- 
macy Legislation." 

Friday,  February  9. 
Earroaatc  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Salisbury  Hotel,  at 
8  p.m.    Discussion  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Politics,"  opened 
"  by  Mr.  Handford. 

Saturday,  February  10. 
Inti  r-Pharmacy  Football  Lcaejue.    Matches:  London  College 
v.  Square  (at  YVormholt  Farm) ;  Muter's  r.  Metropolitan 
College. 


The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  past  and  present  students  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  will  be  held  at  the  Balmoral  Room,  Trocadero.  W., 
on  February  28.  Dr.  John  Attfield  in  the  chair.  Tickets  (6s. 
each)  may  be  had  from  Messrs.  Adams  and  White,  17  Blooms- 
burv  Square,  W.C. 

The  E  dinburgh  Chemists'  Dance  has  been  arranged  for 
February  19,  at  the  Kintore  Rooms.  The  Joint  Secretaries  of 
the  dance  are  Mr.  E.  O.  Rowland,  117  Princes  Street,  and 
Mr.  J.  Tait,  36  York  Place.  Edinburgh.  The  price  of  the 
tickets  is  10s.  6(7.  (double)  and  bs.  (single). 

The  Twenty-fifth  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  will  be  held  at 
the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on  Wednesday. 
February  21.  Tickets  (7s.  bd.  each,  including  supper  and 
light  refreshments)  can  be  had  from  anv  of  the  stewards,  or 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  Houss, 
London  Wall,  E.C 


The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Peterborough  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion is  announced  for  February  15,  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Peter- 
borough. Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  Mr.  A.  S.  Campkiu,  Dr. 
Symes,  and  Mr.  \V.  S.  Glyn-Jones  have  promised  to  attend. 
Tickets  (4s.  each)  may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Saunders  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall. 

The  Meeting  of  the  York  Chemists'  Association  is  post- 
poned until  the  second  full  week  in  February,  when  Mr. 
Malcolm  Spenco.  manager  of  the  York  Glass  Co.,  will  road  a 
paper  on  "  The  Art  and  History  of  Glass-making."  illustrated 
by  slides. 


METRIC-SYSTEM  IN  U.S.A. 


The  "  New  York  Herald  "  has  started  a  campaign  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  further  the  compulsory 
use  of  the  metric  system  in  the  United  States,  and  such 
headlines  as  the  following  indicate  sufficiently  what  is  being 
clone  : 

Governors  of  the  States  Champion  Metric  Cause. 

High  Officials  of  the  American  Commonwealths  Heartily 
Welcome  tho  Coming  of  the  Kilogram,  which  they  Declare 
is  a  Certainty. 

The  Metre  Carries  Colorado  by  Storm. 

Prizes  for  Public  School  Pupils. 

The  agitation  (to  give  it  a  mild  term,  for  the  "Herald" 
is  promoting  a  Bill  on  the  subject)  has  now  spread  to  Europe, 
the  Paris  edition  of  the  "  Herald"  taking  the  matter  up. 
Sir  H.  E.  Roseoe,  F.R.S.,  was  interviewed  in  London,  and 
summarised  the  situation  in  these  words  : 

If  your  Congress  makes  the  metric  system  law  in  the 
United  States  our  own  people  cannot  afford  to  lag  behind. 
Consequently  every  important  effort  on  behalf  of  the  system 
in  the  United  States  will  find  its  reflex  here  in  England. 
We  have  made  one  effort  that  was  not  successful.  If  we 
have  the  example  of  the  United  States  as  an  additional 
precedent  to  the  example  of  European  nations  we  shall  be 
well  equipped  for  another  effort. 

Sir  Henry  also  recalled  the  resolutions  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  of  which  he  was  Chairman,  and  men- 
tioned that  "the  metrical  system  is  the  accepted  pharma- 
ceutical standard  of  Great  Britain,  as  elsewhere.  The 
reasons  why  it  should  be  accepted  as  the  standard  of  com- 
merce are  the  same." 


Mr.  H.  G.  Oxley,  chemist  and  druggist,  left  Yokohama 
for  America  on  December  27,  having  completed  his  engage- 
ment with  Messrs.  Brett  &  Co.,  chemists.  Yokohama.  His 
successor,  Mr.  J.  C.  Flemons,  arrived  at  Yokohama  on  the 
s.s.  Prinz  Eitcl  Fricdi  ieh  on  December  15. 

Suspensions. — Messrs.  H.  J.  Rustomjee  &  Co.,  Karachi 
and  Bombay,  local  agents  for  Mellin's  food,  Hall's  wine, 
Rose's  lime-juice,  and  numerous  other  lines,  suspended  pay- 
ment in  Bombay  on  January  10,  with  liabilities  estimated 
at  several  lakhs  of  rupees.  The  news  of  the  failure  of  this 
old-established  firm  of  wine,  spirit,  and  general  merchants 
was  received  with  great  regret  in  Bombay. — The  old-esta- 
blished firm  of  Ball,  Hobson  &  Co.,  Umballa,  finally  closed 
down  at  the  end  of  December  last  year. 

Fatal  Explosion.— At  the  West  Ham  Coroner's  Court  on 
February  1,  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Hilleary,  the  West  Ham  Coroner, 
resumed  his  inquiry  as  to  the  death  of  Frank  Collins,  who  was 
killed  in  an  explosion  which  occurred  at  Messrs.  Berks  &  Co. 9 
Abbey  Mills  Chemical-works,  Stratford,  on  January  15.  Tho 
explosion  was  of  a  terrible  character,  as  four  drums,  containing 
10  cwt.  each,  of  sulphuric  and  nitric  acids  exploded.  Two 
men  who  were  injured  stated  in  evidence  that  deceased  was 
using  a  hammer  and  a  long  chisel  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
the  bungs  of  the  drums.  Captain  Thomson.  Chief  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  said  *hat  he  had  made  a  most  searching  examina- 
tion, and  found  that  the  explosion  was  due  to  the  presence  of 
nitro-glycerin  near  tho  bungs.  The  acid  had  come  from  an 
explosive-factory  at  Great  Oakley,  where  the  most  approved 
methods  of  manufacturing  nitro-glycerin  were  used.  It  is  tho 
intention  of  tho  Home  Office  to  make  the  most  searching  in- 
quiry into  the  manufacture  of  nitro-glycerin  to  prevent  if  pos- 
sible a  recurrence  of  such  a  disaster.  There  was  no  blame 
attaching  to  anyon?,  as  the  acid  was  sent  out  exactly  in  tho 
way  allowed  by  the  Government,  and  the  explosion  was  purely 
an  accident.  On  this  evidence  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death. 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  CHEMISTS  about  opening  new 
Premises. — We  have  positively  the  largest  and  finest  Stock  of  Second- 
hand Fittings  for  sale  at  Unheard-of  Prices  ;  drawings  and  full  particulars 
on  application  ;  inspection  invited  ;  shops  fitted  completely.  Rudduck  & 
Co.,  Shop-fitters,  262  Old  Street,  London. 

SOLD  ALREADY  :  84*  GROSS  in  J  and  1  gross  lots  with  satisfac- 
tion.— Don't  miss  this  chance ;  there  are  only  a  few  gross  left. — A 
manufacturer's  bankrupt  stock  of  real  Elephant's  Tusk  Ivory  Tooth- 
combs;  guaranteed  genuine  grained  ivory;  2h"  by  If";  all  perfect; 
Bell  well  at  Is.  each;  usual  price  about  8s.  per  doz. ;  my  price  23.  6d. 
per  doz.,  2  doz.  4s.  6^.,  3  doz.  6s.,  6  doz.  lis.,  20s.  per  gross;  you 
can  have  sample  doz.  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  P.O.  or  stamps  for  2s.  6^. 
J.  GINSBERG,  Chemists'  Sundryman,  105  Stoke  Newington  Road, 
London,  N. 

CHEMISTS'  SECOND-HAND  SHOP  FIXTURES. — Ranges 
of  drawers,  counters,  dispensing  screens,  wall  and  show  cases,  shop 
rounds,  and  all  requisites  for  Chemists  :  extensive  stock  ;  low  prices  ; 
competent  men  sent  anywhere  ;  illustrated  catalogues  and  estimates  free. 
MATTHEWS,  14  and  16  Manchester  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 


SHOP-  FITTINGS.— 1 2  ft.  mahogany  and  plate-glass  serving-counter, 
£9  10s.;  12  ft.  high-class  drug-fitting,  solid  mahogany -fronted 
drawers,  bevelled  glass  labels  and  knobs,  lockers,  cornice  shelving  and 
pilasters,  £12  10s.;  6  ft.  wall  show-case,  solid  mahogany  pilasters, 
oornice,  and  adjustable  shelves,  £9  10s.;  counter-drawers,  with  label 
spaces  and  paper  drawers,  4  ft.  long,  50s. ;  large  quantities  of  dispensing- 
icre«ns,  perfumery-cases,  centre  cases,  &c. ;  lowest  prices. 
PHILIP  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 


A  GOOD  GIFT. 

A NICE  Birthday  present  for  a  Ohemist  and  Druggist,  or  apprentice 
or  assistant  to  one,  is  a  copy  of  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  or 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  bound  in  half-morocco.  The  first-named, 
thus  bound,  is  8s.  6d.,  and  the  second  12».  6'/.,  with  6i.  postage, 
both  being  obtainable  from  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, 
42  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

A FIRST-CLASS  Continental  Firm  in  the  Pharmaceutical  line  would 
like  to  find  a  First-class  English  Firm  who  would  join  in  the  under- 
taking of  manufacturing  in  England  an  excellent  Dietetic  Speciality  of 
great  repute,  proved  rentability,  and  great  future  prospects.  116/19, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

lyiCf^l  ICPM?C  Sy.-tem  of  Account"  for  Chemists  :  re- 
IWl  V4  U  Ci  1 1«  O  quires  no  knowledge  of  bookkeepius  ; 
three  books  in  one— Ctsh  Book,  Private  Ledger,  and  Wholesale  Ledger. 
A  Ohemist  write  :  "  Have  found  it  all  you  claim  ;  it  only  want-  fee  ling 
and  it  works  itself  "  ;  price  7s.  6d.  Particulars,  post  free,  from  McQueen 
&  Sons,  Devana  Road.  Leicester. 

McADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Sharedealers,  30  Tranquil  Vale,  Black- 
heath,  London,  S.E,   Telephone  81  Lee  Green. 

Shares  for  Sale  (free  of  commiB6ion.  subject) . —  50  Benger's 
Ordinary,  27s.  4i'i. ;  50  Vinolia  Preference,  92s.  Bd. ;  110  Peek  Frean 
Preference,  21s.  4W. :  50  Lewis  &  Burrows  6  per  cent.  Preference,  12/6  : 
225  Oerebos  Salt,"  15s.  \\d.  cd.  6d.  a  share;  21  Oamwal  Preference, 
13s.  3d.;  100  Ilford  Ordinary,  16s.  9./..  60  Preference,  19s.  6d.  ; 
100  A.  J.  White  Preference,  10s.  3d. ;  150  Bovril  Deferred,  1  Is.  9d.  cd. 

Wanted  (Bubject).— 100  Cauiwal  Ordinary.  5«.,  100  Preference, 
12s.  3rf. ;  122  G.  B.  Kent  Preference,  18s.  10W. ;  100  Idris  "A" 
Preference,  21s.  3d. 

List  of  shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application.  Banken, 
London  and  County.   Established  1 898. 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.      One  penny  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 

No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


APPARATUS. 

Gardner's  cabinet-pattern  mixer,  B  size,  with  extra  sieve;  parfect  con- 
dition ;  what  offers  ?   Wollons,  28  Kilburn  Lane,  W. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

•'The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  1902  and  1903  complete;  what 

offers  ?    Monks,  Lavender  Hill,  S.W. 
11  Principles  and  Prictice  of  Dentistry  "  (Harris),  new  and  unsoiled  ; 

cost  37s.  6<f . ;  what  offers  ?   "  Chemist,"  44  North  Greaves  Street, 

Hightown,  Manchester. 

OPTICAL   AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

What  offers?    1  guinea  Klito  hand  camera  ;  1  Hanover  enlarger,  15s. ; 

c.  de  v.  and  \  plate  to  j;  or  exchange  for  postcard  hand  camera. 

Jones,  Chemist,  Flint. 
About  3  dozen  cameras  to  retail  Is..  2s.  6d.,  5s.  eash,  at  half  price  to 

clear.  Bourne  Johnson,  35  Furnival  Street,  London. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

What  offers  ?  6  dozen  Armbrecht's  tonic  wine,  good  condition,  quite 

clean.   Sadler,  Ohemist,  Evesham. 
Overstocked. — Six  2s.  9</.  Oppenheimer's  malt  and  oil,  8s. ;  6  with 

hypophosphites  for  12s.;  36  Is.  Daisy  and  Kaputine,  9s.  doz.; 

6  Is.  Bd.  Wilson's  food,  4s. ;  1  gross  Top  Not  soap,  7s. ;  12  2s.  Sd. 

Imprimis  cameras,  1 5s.   Austin,  Ohemist,  Saltley,  Birmingham. 

SHARES. 

Shares  lor  Sale.— See  above. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Large  druggist  mortar  and  pestle,  14x18  high;  10s.  Whalley, 
Ohemist,  Keighley. 

Fittings  of  an  up-to-date  chemist's,  nearly  new,  cheap  ;  premises  let  for 
another  trade.   A.  Bfrry,  48  Ohrisp  Street,  Poplar. 

For  sale— Fittings  of  small  branch,  cheap,  must  sell;  110  mahogany- 
fronted  drawers  (gold  labels),  lockers,  shelving,  shop  rounds,  and  jars, 
counter-cases,  dispensing-screen,  scales,  &c.  Offers,  Wriglev, 
22  Machon  Bank,  Sheffield. 

Two  very  handsome  carved  mahogany  drug  fittings  and  shelving,  all 
mirror-backed,  12  ft.  and  9  ft.;  wall-case,  glazed,  5  doors  (upper  and 
lower),  mirror-backed,  9  ft.  4  in.  long,  9  ft.  high  ;  mahogany  dispens- 
ing-counter, with  side  cases,  glass  shelves,  and  mirror  centre  ;  £35 
the  lot,  or  nearest.   Ohallis,  Southall. 


Dispensing  screen,  2719  Maw's,  £7  ;  de=k,  2725  Maw's,  £2  ;  counter, 
6  ft.  x  3  ft.  at  end,  £4  10*. ;  2  complete  window  enclosures,  plate- 
glass  shelving  and  standards,  also  wall-shelving  anl  standard?,  ad 
mahogany  ;  any  reasonable  offer.  Seen  at  298  Battersea  Tark  Road  ; 
keys  at  300  ;  or  apply  Tupholme,  Earl's  Court ;  must  clear  at  ojce  ; 
also  shop-rounds,  jars,  &c. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Second-hand  dental  chair  for  disposal.  Messrs.  Dent,  58  Hinckley 
Road,  Leicester. 

To  be  sold  cheap,  33  doz.  shop  bottles ;  nicely  labelled  ;  in  good  condition. 

Duffield,  Chemist,  Colchester. 
Full-size  water-bed  ;  cost  £6  10s. :  new  in  November  ;  non-infectious 

case.   Offers  to  Grkig,  Chemist,  Maybole. 
Century  thermal  bath  cabinet,  20s.  ;  hexagonal  iron-wire  sponge-case, 

4  ft.  high,  5». ;  2  3-gallon  carboys  ;  1  2-gallon  carboy ;  nearly  5  yearn' 

C.  <t  D. ;  offers.   Slater,  Loftus,  R.S.O. 
Second-hand  '  Morrison  "  dental  chair  for  sale,  D.  M.  C.'s  make  ;  price 

£7  10s.)  in  good  condition;  also  second-hand  dental  engine,  30s. 

"Dental,"  12  Poland  Street,  London,  W. 


WANTED. 

Swan-neck  carboys.  2  6-gal. ;  cheap.  Dickenson,  12  Market  Place, 
Mansfield. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought  ;  cash  return  post.  Messrs.  Dent,  58  Hinckley 
Road,  Leicester. 

Gledhill's  check-till  in  good  condition.  Stats  size,  Audsley,  Chemist, 
Horbury,  Wakefield. 

Wanted,  cheap  second-hand  copy  "Johns'  Flowers  of  the  Field."  Broad- 
bent,  Chemist,  Bradford. 

Minor,  Major,  chemists'  books ;  for  cash  or  exchange.  Gower,  Book- 
seller, Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

Two  or  three  cheap  check-tills  wanted,  Gledhill  or  O'Brien  type.  Par- 
ticulars to  Richards,  49  Elspeth  Road,  Olapham  Common ,  S.W. 

"  Journals  of  Chemical  Society,"  bound  or  unbound,  1841-1875, 
1897,  1901,  and  1902.  State  price  in  first  instance  to  "  Q  "(136/31), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

Address  of  manufacturer  of  1,2,3.  and  6  drachm  cheap  bottles  for  petty 
wholesale.    Reply  to  F.  H.  ROWCHOFT,  Chemist,  Maidstone. 

Will  Mr.  Grocott,  forme-ly  assistant  at  Here'orl,  communicate  con- 
fidentially and  immediately  with  Lawf  jrd  Jones,  30  Caithness  Koad, 
London,  W.  ? 


Printed  by  Spottiswoode  &  Co.  Ltd.,  New-street  Square,  and  Published  at  the  Off.ce,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London.—  February  3, 


